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JOINT OCTOBER 2021 NEWSLETTER 

“Church Better Together” 

 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
70 Main Street 

 Oxford, Massachusetts 01540  

(508) 987-1248  

Worship at 9:00 AM 

admin@zionlutheranoxford.org  

For Pastoral care please contact: 
Pastor Michael Bastian 

Pastor’s phone: 508-617-0210 
Pastor’s email  

pastor@zionlutheranoxford.org 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 

21 North Main Street  

Webster, Massachusetts 01570  

(508) 943-8714 

Worship at 11:00 AM 

www.churchofthereconciliation.org  
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through Zion’s Facebook and join us 
when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with one another, you are invited to 
join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID 
code is 746-132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be 
connected to hear the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 
 

 11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHARIST  
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A  REFLECTION  

FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

 

 

In the readings at the end of summer we have heard stories of how Jesus places children in the 
center of his attention and to teach us what the Kingdom of God is about. Such teaching of Jesus is 
of course predicated on a central tenet of our Christian faith: In Christ Jesus God has placed a dear 
Child, his only Son, in our midst to teach what God is really like. 
 
When we hear Jesus say, "I can only do what I see the Father doing," could it be that he thinks of 
Joseph as well as his Father in heaven? And when his heart is on the point of breaking and he says: 
"Into your hands, I commend my spirit," could it be that he is doing what Joseph did with Mary at 
Nazareth, just what Mary did at her Annunciation - placing his life in God's hands. Indeed, Jesus grew 
in wisdom and grace, his little heart formed at Nazareth, Christ Jesus empowered by the Father's 
love, by the love of Joseph with Mary, hands himself over. 
 
The stories of Jesus’ childhood, his time with children, welcoming and including them as beloved 
members of the Kingdom of God, shows us how God wants to be ordinary. Christ’s life reveals this so 
plainly. And in all the accounts of his healings, what Jesus is doing is returning these once sick and 
isolated people back to the ordinary and everyday relationships with family, friends, and community.  
 
Jesus’ healing restores them to family, kinsfolk, and friends. They are no longer isolated by their 
maladies. Think of the lepers, the deaf and blind and crippled. Jesus gives them back to ordinariness. 
The deaf man he cures will, at last, be able to hear a friend say hello, hear her laugh; hear a breeze 
blow through the trees. He will, at last, be able to speak clearly, tell someone a story; whisper I love 
you. He can simply blend in again. Jesus has given him back to ordinariness, blessed ordinariness. It 
is after all where he always comes to meet us. Our everyday joys and challenges, and not on 
Sundays only.  
 
God is “God-With-Us” in the ordinary and everyday. It is why Jesus has come as God with us, near 
us, in us. The ordinary is changed forever with his presence. God longs to be ordinary, not taken for 
granted, but here, always here with us. Why else would he choose to be human in a child, why else to 
be a carpenter and a wandering teacher? Why else allow himself to be done in by thugs and jealous 
bureaucrats? Why else choose to be hidden in a morsel of bread on our altar? In Christ Jesus, God 
Most High has come down to serve us and care for us and teach us to go and do likewise.   
 
Have a blessed month of October ~ Pr. Michael + 
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Animal Blessing Service 

Zion Lutheran Church & Church of the Reconciliation 

Saturday, October 09, 2021 at 2:00 PM 

 

Outdoor Chapel of Zion Lutheran Church in Oxford 
 

Donations of dog and cat food for a local shelter are welcomed and appreciated. For the safety of all 
participants: All dogs must be leashed, cats in a carrier. Each family will receive a certificate of 
Blessing for their pet. 

 

On Sunday October 17 we will be having our annual Crop Walk 
for hunger. Proceeds from the Crop Walk go to Church World 
Services to help provide food and water, as well as resources 
that empower people to meet their own needs.   Kirsten Larson 

is forming a team to walk that day. Team Zion will be asking for donations toward the walk at church 
from Sunday September 26 to the day of the walk.  We welcome anyone from Church of the 
Reconciliation who would like to walk to join us!  All walkers should plan to meet at the 
Congregational Church in Oxford between 12:30 and 12:45. The walk will begin at 1:00 PM.  If you 
have any questions feel free to contact Kirsten at 508 765 9655 or by email at 
klarson08@yahoo.com. If you wish to donate online there will be a link on our website and on our 
Facebook page. 
 

ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE 
 

The Endowment Fund Committee is accepting proposals from 
members and/or committees for the fall/winter months.  Although we 
are still dealing with the Covid 19 affects we felt that it was important 
that we explore ways to provide assistance at Zion during these 

challenging times.  As always proposals that are submitted will receive consideration to fund ideas or 
programs that will enhance our church and our communities.  Please provide a detailed outline of not 
only financial requests but, also, a narrative of such a request.  Please be specific about time frames 
and expected results.  The DEADLINE for submittal is SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23rd.  Please direct 
all questions or comments to Timothy Schur as soon as possible by email (timothy.schur@gmail.com) 
or by phone (508-943-4912). 
 

THE OXFORD ECUMENICAL FOODSHELF 
 
The Oxford ecumenical council met on Monday September 27. At 
this time the Food shelf needs sugar free items, coffee/tea, Jelly 
(any variety) Thanks, Laurie Larson 
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AUGUST 29TH JOINT SERVICE 
 

An end of summer worship service and luncheon on August 29th was another occasion for both 
churches to enjoy time together. The service was held at The Church of The Reconciliation. Following 
the worship service everyone enjoyed a time of fellowship and luncheon. 
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   EVANGELISM COMMITTEE 
 
Zion’s Evangelism board met on September 13th.  We discussed 
reaching out to various members during Covid and beyond.  We 
want them to know that Zion cares for each and everyone. We also 
started to make tentative plans to help Stephen Ministry announce 

the Blue Christmas service.  This is especially important for the people on our Evangelism list. 
We discussed how we can inform the Zion Congregation about all the activities and services during 

the upcoming Advent season.  We keep in mind the affect that Covid might have on these plans. 

Our next meeting is October 25, 2021 at 5:30.  All are welcome. Please let me know if you know of 

anyone that we should be reaching out to. Marleen Bacon for Evangelism 

ZION STEWARDSHIP 

Paul Peterson Stewardship Chair 
 

 This month we plan to have "stewardship skits" in place of the usual 
"temple talks". The skits will be performed by congregation members and 
will be brief. I hope that you enjoy them. 
 This year we are using the Synod's program "Rooted to Grow". The 
thought is that we are similar to a tree that has roots nourished by good soil 

producing many branches and much fruit. Our roots are nourished by God and we grow to produce 
fruits for him and his mission. You will receive a stewardship mailing near the end of this month. 

 
                             GROWING CLOSER TO GOD       

               Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom Continues 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR to a weekly 
Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday morning from 9:30-10:30. 
Join us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, read and discuss.  

    

PROPERTY NEWS 
 

Thanks to all who have helped out with property tasks. We will be having a leaf-
raking /clean-up party after the leaves are all down, most likely early November 
 

We are still looking for someone to coordinate/chair the property committee. 
Please contact Isaac if you are interested. Paul Peterson 

 
TRUNK OR TREAT 

 

I am excited to announce that we will be hosting “Zion’s 1st Trunk-or-Treat” on 
Saturday, October 30, from 3-5pm in our parking lot. If you are interested in 
decorating your vehicle for this event, please contact Caitlin Seaman 
at seaman.caitlin@gmail.com or 774-289-8404. We are looking forward to a 
few hours of safe fun for all ages! Additional details will be shared closer to 
the event.  Caitlin Seaman 
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ZION’S COUNCIL CONNECTION 

 Isaac Gilliard 

 Zion’s Council President 

 
The Council met for the first time in two months on 9/19. We had a wonderful brunch and yes it was 

the first time that we had met in person as a council. Yes, it has been almost year. We were able to 

enjoy fellowship and have a wonderful discussion about where we are headed in the coming months.  

Covid Policy Update As always, we did revisit our Covid-19 situation and we are fortunate that we 

are able to worship outdoors for the time being. Our current protocols will remain unchanged for the 

time being. Most of you know that at this time the City of Worcester is requiring masks indoors. We 

will also be following that policy if we need to have an indoor service and we will require a sign in. We 

will not be taking temperatures. 

Budget Season/End of Year We are headed into budget season and the end of the year will be 

upon us very shortly. So, I would like to ask at this time that all board and committee chairs begin to 

discuss any budgetary needs for 2022 with your board and committee members. I would also like to 

ask that you begin to reflect on your activities this year and begin to prepare your reports for our 

annual meeting. 

Events  

Blessing of the Animals - 10/09/2021 We currently have three events coming up that you should 

mark on your calendars. The first event will be the Blessing of the Animals on October 9th and we are 

fortunate to partnering with East Coast Canine Rescue and Paws Cat Shelter. Paws Cat Shelter 

will be accepting donations of cat food for the shelter. We will also be accepting donations of dog food 

which we will donate to the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf. If you have any questions or concerns, 

you can contact Jenna Foy at 508-450-6043ire a sign in.  

Pastor Michael’s 1 year anniversary - 10/17/2021 Since we will not be having Pr. Michael’s 

installation this year, we fully intend to celebrate his first anniversary with Zion and more details will 

follow in the coming weeks.  

Trunk or Treat - 10/30/21 We have decided to also host Trunk or Treat in our parking lot on 10/30/21 

from 3:00-5:00 PM. It will be a first for Zion Lutheran and we are all looking forward to it and again 

more details to follow.  

Thank you all for your support and the wonderful efforts made on behalf of Zion Lutheran Church. 

Isaac 

 

Don’t forget to check out our website zionlutheranoxfordma.org  

 If you have any church related photos or news, please send them our 
way. See the most recent news, updates and church activities! Suggestions are always welcomed! 
Your Communication Committee.  
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BETTER TOGETHER ~ JOINT OUTREACH and SOCIAL MINISTRY  
 

See what we CAN give… 
Paula Clark 

BACKPACKS AND BLESSINGS 
  
Our Reconciliation/Zion team has been busy during the last weeks of Summer and early Fall. Our 
efforts to gather backpacks and school supplies were rewarded by many contributions for children 
returning to in person classes. How wonderful to know that we can support students whose parents 
and caretakers may not be able to afford to buy new materials, especially right now. We are very 
grateful for your investment in a positive future for all children. After Pastor Michael blessed our gifts, 
they were distributed through the auspices of the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf. 

 
 
ONE CAN, TWO CANS. WHO CAN? WE 

CAN! 
 

 
 

 
Our canned pasta drive culminated in a tower of 402 cans of Beefaroni, Spaghettios, and Raviolios! It 
was fun to watch our totals grow each week as our children encouraged and spurred us on with 
posters and a wagon train. Our team set an initial goal of 150 cans and by “God’s Work. Our Hands” 
Sunday on September 12, that goal was almost tripled! Thank you to our parishioners, friends, and 
residents of Reconciliation House for such a generous outpouring of love. It is amazing what happens 
when we focus on what we CAN do! 
 

HELP OUR AFGHAN ALLIES 
 
Pastor Michael has stayed in close contact with Ascentria Care Alliance to determine how we can aid 
in resettling Afghan families throughout Western and Central Massachusetts. In the near future, we 
will be asking for your help to settle our Afghan allies. Local newspapers have reported that 
approximately 300 refugee families will be coming to the greater Worcester Springfield area. Many of 
us are curious to know who our new neighbors will be. Afghan refugees are humanitarian parolees 
and those granted Special Immigrant Visa protection following the Taliban’s takeover of Afghanistan. 
Moreover, they are God’s children who have suffered unspeakable fears and tragedies. As soon as 
we learn exactly how we can help, we will share that information. 
 

OUR SEPTEMBER 30 MEETING 
 
At our next meeting, we will begin to coordinate outreach programs for the Thanksgiving and 
Christmas seasons including giving trees, bags of caring for Reconciliation House, warming trees and 
“cards and cocoa.” New people and new ideas are always welcomed. 
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BAPTISM OF CAMDEN PATRICK HGGINS ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12,  2021 

We welcomed Camden into the church through the sacrament of Holy Baptism. Camden is the first 

child of Matthew and Dayna Higgins. Erik and Laurie Larson are the proud grandparents.  

 

Richard Clark and Raelynn ring the bell, Pastor Michael baptizes Camden, Amelia sings. 

 

Members of Zion’s family: Victor, Rafaela Morales, Bruce Smith, Darriel 

Morales, Paul Siegmund, Karen Siegmund, Gerri Siegmind, Lois Bernier, 

Jonathan, Dannielle, Janet Abissi, Don Weinhardt, Bennett Smith, Jeffrey Clark, 

Cynthia Piccard, Margaret Heide, Amy Canty                                    

 
The families and friends who are mourning the deaths of Joseph Jalbert (Zion) and                         
Hugh Buzz Crawford (Church of the Reconciliation). 
 

Home-bound members: George Bayer, Bev Makowski  
 

Friends or family members: Katy, Bennettt Smith Sr., Roger Desaulniers, Pat Blanchard, Pat 
Gaumond, Ann Fleming, Brenda Gabel, Chayanna, Brian, Sam, Chris, David Naugle, Dawn 

Lindstrom, Teresita, Pam, Carmen, Lynn, Heide, Liesl Voosen Fields, Richard, and Beverly. 
 

Please continue to pray for those who have been directly impacted by the Covid 19 virus as patients 
and families. Pray for all the first line workers: medical staff, emergency personnel, police fire, 
EMTs hospital workers, grocery store clerks, and all who place themselves at greater risk these 
days.  May God’s healing power be upon them.   

 

PLEASE NOTE: At Zion we will refresh the Prayer list on Sunday, October 3rd. If you 

are adding or retaining a name for the Prayer list, email or call the church office before 

September 30 so the name will be on the list. 
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MEMORIAL GIFTS TO ZION 
 

GIVEN IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM LAVOIE 

Victor Lempicki 

Matthew Lempick 

GIVEN IN MEMORY OF JOE JALBERT 

   Paul and Jean Peterson 

Ken and Pat Bean 

Ed and Shirley Rosmeisl 

Lee Elliott 

Susan Schade 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZION 

Tita Sandoval 01 
Courtney Olson 06 

Kelly Cyr 08 
Megan Clark 08 

Matthew Lempicki 12 
Lisa Cheever 20 
Pamela Foy 22 

Jonathan Costello 22 
Nancy Fournier 25 
Karen Johnson 28 

Adam Schur 29 
 

                     CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 
 

Mackenzie Christensen (10/21) 
Kimberly Livingston (10/20) 

Sheri Rogers (10/31) 
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AUGUST MONTHLY FINANCIALS 
 
    

           
  Aug  YTD Income  YTD  YTD  2020 

  Actual  Jan-Aug  Jan-Aug  Jan-Aug  Jan-Aug 

       Budget  Variance  Last Year 

           

 Income 

          

9,130.12   

         

70,136.03   

        

71,340.00   

         

(1,203.97)  

        

72,578.90  

           

 
Thrivent Choice 

Dollars                      -     

              

501.00   

             

400.00   

              

101.00   

               

75.00  

 Misc Income                      -     

              

100.00   

             

268.00   

            

(168.00)  

             

578.00  

 Total Income 

          

9,130.12   

         

70,737.03   

        

72,008.00   

         

(1,270.97)  

        

73,231.90  

           

 Total expenses 

        

(9,557.44)  

        

(74,060.70)  

      

(78,303.00)  

           

4,242.30   

      

(61,205.67) 

 Net Gain/Loss 

           

(427.32)  

          

(3,323.67)  

        

(6,295.00)  

           

2,971.33   

        

12,026.23  

           

 
PPP loan 

forgiveness    

         

12,800.00      

         

12,800.00     

  

           

(427.32)  

           

9,476.33   

        

(6,295.00)  

         

15,771.33   

        

12,026.23  

           
           
 Total YTD income under budget by $1.203.97  and YTD expenses under budget by $4.242.30 for a net budget 

 difference of $2,971.33.          
           
 Please continue to mail in or drop-off your giving at the church so that we can continue to fulfill our 

 

Synod pledge and meet all of our 2021 budget 

needs. 

 

 

Your continued support of "God's" work 

 during these difficult economic times is a credit to everyone at Zion.     
 


