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JOINT NOVEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER 

“Church Better Together” 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
70 Main Street 

 Oxford, Massachusetts 01540  

(508) 987-1248  

Worship at 9:00 AM 

admin@zionlutheranoxford.org  

For Pastoral care please contact: 
Pastor Michael Bastian 

Pastor’s phone: 508-617-0210 
Pastor’s email  

pastor@zionlutheranoxford.org 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 

21 North Main Street  

Webster, Massachusetts 01570  

(508) 943-8714 

Worship at 11:00 AM 

www.churchofthereconciliation.org  
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through Zion’s Facebook and join us 
when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with one another, you are invited to 
join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID 
code is 746-132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be 
connected to hear the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST  
The Church of the Reconciliation altar. 
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A  REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

 

Dear members and friends of Church of the Reconciliation and Zion Lutheran, 

In a cartoon I saw, a thief accosted a man, demanding: “Your money or your life!” The intersection of 

money and life remains a key concern for Christ followers. The two terms belong in the same 

sentence, especially when it comes to our understanding of stewardship. But stewardship is more 

than money - it’s your life toward God, your neighbor and God’s creation.  

Christian stewardship is life rooted and lived in Christ, the life of discipleship. Christian discipleship 

can be defined in terms of stewardship. Worship in its fullest sense is our response to the gift of life 

and faith God has given us. It is more than a weekend obligation. It’s the stewardship of our 

relationship with God, the giving of ourselves to God through praise, prayer, and commitment. This 

becomes clear in one of our Offertory Prayer on Sundays: “Living and true God, We give to you the 

things that are yours – our skills, our time, our possessions, ourselves. Move us to works of faith and 

labors of love…”  

Likewise, service and outreach can be understood as the stewardship of life. It is more than isolated 

acts of ministry or charity, caring for congregants, feeding hungry people, advocating for racial justice, 

helping homeless people, protecting our environment. It’s more than an attitude. For the faithful 

steward it is a way of life, the life of discipleship. It includes caring for those we love, and the people 

and creation God has placed in our care and keeping - whether they are in our immediate family or 

the larger family of faith. Likewise, there is our growing concern and need for active stewardship of 

the earth and its resources of land, sea, and air.  

Once you start thinking about the biblical understanding of stewardship, you become aware that we 

need to define stewardship in much broader terms: Christian stewardship is the management of all of 

life in grateful recognition to God - the Creator and source of all good gifts, the One who loves and 

redeems us through Jesus Christ.  

We are aware of our own struggles to be good stewards in practice. The hope of our faith as Christ 

followers is that we are at least aware of our inconsistencies and seek to understand what it means 

for us who have been blessed with so much to be faithful stewards of all that God has given us.  

Stewardship is much more than money. It has to do with all of life. It is our stewardship of life. Each 

one of us is asked to do their part and show the world by example what it means to be a steward of 

God’s creation. We are called, individually and as a church to reflect the truth that faithful stewardship 

demands not just our money—but our life commitment.  

Greetings and Blessings to you ~ Pr. Michael + 
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Pr. Ken and Pat Bean, Pr. Rafaela, Pr. Sara (NE Synod ELCA), Zion President, Isaac Gilliard and Pr. Michael 
 

A JOYOUS CELEBRATION  
On Sunday, October 17, four Pastors who are serving or have served Zion Lutheran Church in Oxford 
were honored. Individual granite stones engraved with the names of Pastors Michael Bastian, 
Michael Lengel, Kenneth Bean, and Rafaela Morales Rosa were placed in the memorial garden, part 
of the outdoor chapel. Their names are now included with the markers commemorating thirteen 
faithful shepherds who ministered at Zion before them. Pastor Sarah Anderson, associate to the 
bishop of the New England Lutheran Synod, presided over a blessing of the memorial stones, 
expressing gratitude on behalf of all for this group’s leadership and care, a challenge during the 
pandemic. October 17 was a day of another joyous celebration as it also marked the one-year 
anniversary of Pastor Bastian’s work at Zion.  
 
Zion is very fortunate to have two retired pastors, Reverend Kenneth Bean and Reverend Rafaela 
Morales Rosa, among their parishioners. Both have generously given of their talents and time 
whenever needs arose throughout the years, but especially during the lengthy wait for Pastor Bastian 
to move from Germany back to the United States to accept a call to both Zion Lutheran, Oxford and 
Church of the Reconciliation, Webster.  
 
At the dedication, President of the Church Council, Isaac Gilliard, announced that a scholarship in the 
names of Pastor Bean and his wife, Patricia, and Pastor Morales Rosa has been established for 
students of the congregation seeking to further their educations. Mrs. Bean created the Stephen 
Ministry program at Zion, an outreach of Christian care for people in pain because of grief, illness, 
indeed, any crisis or life difficulty. She provided supervision, training programs and education for 
laypersons to be commissioned as Stephen ministers,  enabling them to provide one on one care to 
anyone in the community seeking assistance.  
 

A celebratory coffee hour followed, the perfect opportunity for fellowship, conversation and savoring 
delicious cakes, decorated especially for the honorees. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 

 

 

 
 
 
Thank you is extended to the members of Zion  by Pastor Ken & Pat Bean and 
Pastor Rafaela Morales for the surprise event of appreciation following worship 
last Sunday.  Our hearts were warmed by your love, your extra labors and your 
kind words.  It's a blessing to be a part of this caring congregation! Ken 
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ZION STEWARDSHIP 
Paul Peterson Stewardship Chair 

 Our Stewardship appeal this year is based on the 

ELCA program recommended by Synod:  "Rooted to Grow"" I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit"  John 15:5 

Our Sunday services in October have included stewardship "skits" based on the ELCA Rooted to 
Grow theme. I hope you have enjoyed them.  
 

A mailing will take place in early November which will include stewardship material and pledge card. 
Commitment Sunday will be November 14. After prayerfully considering it, please return your 
estimate of giving form during worship on November 14 or mail it to the church office.  
 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship  

 

Zion Lutheran Church & Church of the Reconciliation 

Saturday, October 09  
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BETTER TOGETHER~JOINT OUTREACH and SOCIAL MINISTRY  
Paula Clark 

As Christmas approaches, our team has decided to sponsor three ministry projects this year. Gifts 
from our warming trees or warming wagons will be given to the Gladys E. Kelly public library in 
Webster. The library provides after school programs for many children and teens and offers a warm 
sanctuary for homeless and elderly poor in the cold weather. 

Many new immigrants use the facility, as do parents trying to reunite with their children under the 
supervision of a social worker. The director is very happy to continue this outreach with our help. 
Hats, mittens, gloves, warm socks, scarves and jackets for young children through teens and adults 
are appreciated. This ministry will continue throughout the winter months.  The second project will be 
to continue providing Christmas gifts to children whose families are receiving assistance through the 
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf. Gifts cards from Walmart or any store where parents may select gifts 
for their children are welcomed. The deadline for these cards is December 6, so that parents will have 
time for shopping. We also plan to stuff stockings for the residents of Reconciliation House. Small gift 
certificates to local businesses within walking distance, such as Dunkin Donuts, McDonalds, Price 
Chopper, Super Cuts, etc, are ideal. Prepaid Visa cards are helpful, also. Candy bars and gum will be 
tucked into the stockings, too. Each church will determine the manner in which our gifts will be 
collected.  
 
Reconciliation and Zion, after discussion with Pastor Michael, made a commitment to assist with the 
resettlement efforts for Afghan immigrants. We agreed that we could best assist by donations of 
furniture and housing supplies. The biggest need continues to be housing. If you know of anyone who 
may have an apartment, trailer or in-law housing available, please contact Pastor Michael. Pastor 
Andrew Borden is acting as the “convener for Afghan resettlement in Central Massachusetts,” a 
liaison between our churches and Ascentria. He will continue to update us as to how we may best 
help via Zoom meetings. 

CROP WALK OCTOBER 17th  
Team Zion and Team Reconciliation 
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ECUMENICAL COUNCIL NEWS 
Laurie Larson 

 
Thank you to all who contributed to the CROP 
walk! Team Zion had 6 walkers and  raised 
$782! 
  
During November we will be collecting food items 
for Christmas Boxes to be made up and  handed 
out at the Food Shelf. Each church has been asked 
to focus on one item for the Christmas Box.  Zion 
will be collecting INSTANT POTATOES. We have 
from now until December 5 to collect. 
                      

 

 
 
 

ZION’S COUNCIL CONNECTION 
Isaac Gilliard 

 Zion’s Council President 

 

 
Zion Lutheran Church November Council Connection  
 

The fall has finally arrived and we find ourselves in the middle of everything. We had some wonderful 
events during October, the Blessing of the Animals and the Anniversary celebration for Pastor 
Michael.  
 

We were also able to honor Pastor Bean, Pastor Rafaela and Pat Bean. The council would like to 
thank the congregation for their wonderful support for the anniversary gift for Pastor Michael. I hope 
that I am not the only one who feels this way but after lockdown life feels like it is moving just a little 
too fast sometimes. I cannot believe it is already November. I recently worked at the Oxford Food 
Shelf along with Bud Fischvogt, Laurie and Erik Larsen and Penny Bergeson, and some other 
wonderful volunteers from the community. They are truly dedicated to serving their customers and the 
care and time given to each customer is wonderful. They are always looking for volunteers so if you 
happen to have two free hours on your schedule please contact Laurie Larson and I am sure she can 
find a place for you.  
 

Commitment Sunday will soon be upon us and I would like to ask that we all think about all of the 
ways we can increase our Stewardship pledge. Presently, we would like to increase our volunteers 
during worship. It is a great way to support our weekly service and it is not a full time commitment. 
We also need help cleaning the sanctuary which amounts to some light easy cleaning. Yes, there is 
always more to do…..Fall Clean up is coming! 
 

 I am writing this note after a wonderful service on Reformation Sunday. If you were there and 
experienced it, you know exactly what I am talking about. I would like to thank the Pastor, Christine 
Costello, Jonathan Costello, Caitlyn Costello, JeanEllen Hagelauer and Scott Taylor for sharing their 
gifts with the congregation. Just a reminder we have started to share the service on Zoom again so if 
you can’t be physically present we would love to have you electronically present.  
Thank you all for your support, Isaac 
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                JOINT RELATIONSHIP COMMITTEE  
COMPLETES ITS MISSION 

by Elaine F Davies 
 
 
The Reconciliation/Zion Joint Relationship Committee 
(JRC) was formed fifteen months ago in May 2020, 
when our parishes were beginning our journey 
together. The mission of the JRC was to lay out the type of partnership we 

sought and to suggest methods to ensure progress. To that end, the JRC created a vision statement 
and drafted a Covenantal Agreement that outlined how we would organize and walk forth together 
with the help of the Holy Spirit. It was reviewed by the parishes and approved by the Governing 
Bodies. The JRC laid out partnership principles that should be used to scan the parishes for potential 
issues and act upon them.  It also prepared questions that could be used to determine if a new joint 
project should be initiated. 
 
A year ago this month, Pastor Michael joined us and both parishes entered a year of experimentation. 
As the JRC discussed in its last meeting, there are many things which work well, including the 
successful efforts of the Joint Outreach and Communication Committees and the well attended joint 
worship services and fellowship. While there are many opportunities for close partnership, the JRC 
believes that it has accomplished its mission and it is now time for the group to disband and to 
recognize the importance of the Governing Bodies and parishioners in moving the partnership 
forward.  
 
To that end, the JRC made several recommendations to Pastor Michael, Senior Warden Mark 
Rogers, and Council President Isaac Gilliard for discussion by the Governing Bodies. Among these 
are regular meetings of the Leadership Team outlined in the Covenantal Agreement and the use of 
the Council and Vestry to identify issues and suggest ways to solve them. The JRC also expressed 
its belief that the more the parishes come together in worship, fellowship, and other joint ministries, 
the more parishioners will get to know one another and the more the partnership will be strengthened. 
To that end it recommended that regular joint activities be scheduled. They can take many forms—
lectures, book discussions, museum visits, music events, among other things —with many 
parishioners having something to offer. The Council and Vestry are appropriate forums for 
brainstorming such activities.  
 
Special thanks go to the members of the JRC whose honesty, trust, willingness to try things, and 
ability to speak openly made the meetings successful and enjoyable.  
 

 

 
GROWING CLOSER TO GOD       

               Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom  

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR to a weekly 
Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday morning from 9:30-10:30. 
Join us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, read and discuss.  
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RECONCILIATION HOUSE HOSTS ITS ANNUAL DINNER 

 
On October 20 Reconciliation House (RHI) hosted our 5th annual dinner at Point Breeze Restaurant 
in Webster. The dinner was attended by over 100 donors, residents and former residents of the 
house and interested individuals. The keynote speaker was Judge Timothy Bibaut who ran the drug 
court in Dudley for years. 
 
The house serves men coming out of the Worcester County House of correction who have completed 
one of two sober living programs the jail offers. We provide a safe sober environment and the 
opportunity to transition back into society after stay or 6 to 9 months. Residents are required to work, 
pay rent and do volunteer work.  All the while working on their recovery by attending meetings and a 
weekly bible study. 
 
Reconciliation House is a 501c3 charity and  mission of Church the Reconciliation.   Five years ago, 
COR converted one of its buildings to serve as a  sober home.  This conversion effort cost a 
considerable amount of money and needed the full support of COR parishioners.  
 
With the exception of the house manager, RHI is supported fully by volunteers.  The Reverend Janice 
Ford, who is the previous Rector of Reconciliation, is President of the Board and runs the house day 
to day. 
 
Over the last 5 years we have had some 70 men come through the program and we are very proud of 
the work they been able to do supporting their continued recovery.  Addiction is a very difficult 
disease to overcome, so that while not every story is ends in success this is God’s work and many 
have benefited from the experience. 
 
While Reconciliation house began as a ministry of the Church of the Reconciliation, the joint outreach 
committee of Zion Lutheran and COR are exploring ways to jointly support this effort. 
 
If you would like any addition information on RHI or have questions do not hesitate to reach out to 
Mark Rogers at mcrogers53@gmail.com. 
 



11 

 

BAPTISM OF KINSLEY PATRICIA CARROLL 
 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24,  2021 

We welcomed Kinsley into the church through the 

sacrament of Holy Baptism. Kinsley is the daughter of 

Brianna and Michael Carroll. Gina Benvenuti and Joshua 

Furmanick were her godparents 

 
 
 

 
 

Members of Zion’s family: Dawn, Teresita, Katy, Amy, Victor, Trevor, Judy, 

Corey, Don, Liesl, Geri, George, and Beverly. The Families and Friends 

mourning the deaths of Cynthia Mercer, Janette Gion and Raymond Briere. 

Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 

Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., Nicholas, 

Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Mary Ellen Cox, Maureen S. and Deborah 

     L., Charles Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 

 
ZION 

Bernard Cyr 01 
Sandy Maisano 04 
Jean Peterson 11 

Barbara Munsch 11 
Susan Pierce 11 

Edward Rossmeisl 17 
Debbie Schur 21 

Caitlin Clark Seaman 21 
Edward Keegan III 25 

Amy Canty 25 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 
Michaael Crosby 9 
Christina Sage 15 

Margaret Bottasso 19 
Tiffany Piplawski 24 

Elizabeth Santerne 29 



 

    MONTHLY INCOME AS OF SEPTEMBER 30, 2021   
           
  Sep  YTD Income  YTD  YTD  2020 

  Actual  Jan-Sep  Jan-Sep  Jan-Sep  Jan-Sep 

       Budget  Variance  Last Year 

           

 Income           7,961.50            78,097.53           80,255.00            (2,157.47)  

        

78,924.90  

           

 

Thrivent Choice 

Dollars                      -                   501.00                450.00                   51.00   

             

578.00  

 Misc Income                      -                   100.00                301.00               (201.00)  

               

75.00  

 Total Income           7,961.50            78,698.53           81,006.00            (2,307.47)  

        

79,577.90  

           

 Total expenses         (8,614.65)          (82,675.35)        (88,071.00)             5,395.65   

      

(66,867.74) 

 Net Gain/Loss            (653.15)            (3,976.82)          (7,065.00)             3,088.18   

        

12,710.16  

           
 PPP loan forgiveness             12,800.00               12,800.00     

             (653.15)             8,823.18           (7,065.00)           15,888.18   

        

12,710.16  

           
           
 Total YTD income under budget by $2,157.47  and YTD expenses under budget by $5,395.65 for a net budget 

 difference of $3,088.18.           
           

 Please continue to mail in or drop-off your giving at the church so that we can continue to fulfill our 

 Synod pledge and meet all of our 2021 budget needs. Your continued support of "God's" work 

 during these difficult economic times is a credit to everyone at Zion.     
 

 

 

Don’t forget to check out our website zionlutheranoxfordma.org  

 If you have any church related photos or news, please send them our 
way. See the most recent news, updates and church activities! Suggestions are always welcomed! 
Communication Committee 
 

 


