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INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through 
Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or 
may view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with 
one another, you are invited to join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting 
ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for 
media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-132-298.  Operator will 
instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be connected to hear 
the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST  
The Church of the Reconciliation altar. 
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A  REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ at Zion and Reconciliation, 
 
I read recently that people in Denmark love their darkness. Since 
Denmark is farther north in Europe it’s even more dark there 
during winter days. The writer also mentioned that the Danes love 
Advent because it brings more darkness.  
 
The Danes love their darkness because it gives them all a chance 
to light their candles. People in Denmark light candles not to 

curse the darkness. They light candles rather to caress it. “Darkness, darkness, wind, cold,” they say. 
“Darkness, you are not so bad. You are not so scary. You can be tamed, made friendly. All it takes is 
a candle.”  
 
The first Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of a new year in the church year. Our Advent 
readings, prayers, hymns, and traditions reflect hopeful expectation and present the reality of Christ’s 
tangible presence in a world that longs to be healed and renewed. One of the traditions we honor in 
the season of Advent is the Advent Wreath. In Advent the light becomes brighter on Advent wreaths 
in our church and in our homes as we anticipate the presence of the light that no darkness can 
overcome, Jesus Christ.  
 
Whether you purchase an Advent wreath or make one yourself, the beauty and brightness from the 
glow of the candles is a reminder that Christ’s life is the light for all earth’s people – “The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).   
 
And so, we begin our journey once more around the great circle of the Christian year. Advent has 
come again. Advent is a season of gritty hope. It is a time of hope amid crisis (think pandemic), light 
in darkness (think climate change), a growing sense of expectation, a growing trust in the promises of 
God. I encourage you to set aside time to reflect, to pray to journal. To be silent. To listen to God’s 
voice in whichever way it comes to you. To observe the light outside, the early setting of the sun.  
 
Time set aside for silence gives opportunity to notice and give thanks for God’s presence in our lives. 
Light a candle to bring in a glimmer of the Light of the World toward which we journey during Advent 
and which we celebrate at Christmas.  
 
May Advent be a time where our longing for God deepens and is met by the gift of the word made 
flesh – Immanuel, God with us.  
 
Blessed Advent ~ Pastor Michael + 
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Deutscher Weihnachtsgottesdienst 
 

 

German Christmas Service 

Service in German 
with Traditional Christmas Hymns 

Sunday, December 19, 2021, 6:00 p.m. 

A German language Christmas Service will be held at  Zion   Lutheran   
Church   on 70 Main Street in Oxford, MA on Sunday, December 19, 2021 
at 6:00 p.m.  

 
The Rev. Michael Bastian, German born Pastor at Zion Lutheran and Church of 
the Reconciliation, will deliver the sermon and lead through the service in the 
German language. Traditional Christmas hymns and music will be part of the 
service. 

 
We welcome all visitors to our church for this special event and fellowship after 
the service. Invite your parents, bring your children. Spread the word to any of 
your friends who have connections to Germany and the German language and 
join us for this wonderful Christmas celebration. 
 
Contact: Phone 508-897-1248 
Website: www.zionlutheranoxfordma.org  
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                       “BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE”  A SERVICE OF HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS 
             Wednesday,  December 15, 2021, 7:00 PM 

A "Blue Christmas Service", a service of Hope and Healing, will be held on 

Wednesday,  December 15, 7:00 P.M at Zion, under the direction of Zion Stephen 

Ministry.  This is a Service for those who have difficulty coping with the Holiday 

Season and is.  All are welcome This is a brief, reflective, candlelit service for 

those who find that the holidays are not always joyous.  Light refreshments will be 

available following the service. Please take a few moments this holiday season to 

step back from the hustle and bustle to enjoy the peace of this wonderful service. 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE – 2021 WORSHIP 

SERVICES  

FRIDAY DECEMBER 24, AT ZION 

Traditional Christmas Eve service with 

participation by children.  This service starts at 

5:00 PM. 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 24, 2021 

AT THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 

Traditional Christmas Eve service.  This service 

starts at 7:00 PM. 

Everyone is invited to attend either or both of  
         these Christmas Eve services. 

 
NO CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE AT EITHER CHURCH. 

 
      

 
 

LESSONS AND CAROLS 
 

DECEMBER 26, 2021 
10:00 AM AT ZION. 

  
This is a joint service for The Church 

of The Reconciliation and Zion 
Lutheran 

to hear lessons and to join in the 
singing of Christmas hymns. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL IN A PANDEMIC 
By Elaine Davies 

Church of the Reconciliation 
 
Ever since I became a member of the Washington National Cathedral 
(WNC) Flower Guild fifteen years ago, the week before Thanksgiving 
always was special. The buzz began at the beginning of the week as 
Flower Guild members lugged boxes of dried leaves, lotus pods, 
statice, berries, dried hydrangeas, and other sundries from the 
depths of the cathedral where they were stored up to St. Mary’s 
Chapel. The gates of the chapel (which stands to the side of the High 
Altar and Choir) were closed, allowing the space to be used as a 
staging area for the decorating to come. Throughout the week 
members were seen bringing berries and vines and other useable 
items from their gardens into the Cathedral. Teams shellacked 
mounds of pumpkins and gourds to preserve them through 
Thanksgiving. Others soaked floral foam and secured it in containers 

that fit onto pedestals or baskets or frames for wreaths. All had to be in place for Friday—design day. 
 
There are approximately 100 members  of the WNC Flower Guild, some reserve, like me—those of 
us who cannot serve a full week every month. (My move back home made that impossible.) They are 
divided into four teams, named after the liturgical year colors. In a normal year, each is responsible 
for flowers one week each month and they rotate responsibility for managing the big holidays—
Thanksgiving being one.  
 
On Friday before Thanksgiving most of the Guild members flocked into the Cathedral to get their 
assignments and then scattered to their places of work. Floral arrangements were everywhere—all 
nine chapels, the High Altar and candelabra, the organ, the pulpit and lectern, mid nave pedestals by 
the altar, all the gates, all the tombs, large wreaths for the columns, baptismal fonts, all the side bays 
off the nave, the statues, the bases of columns, huge pedestals as you enter, and hanging 
arrangements in the narthex. Throughout the day the happy sounds of catching up with one another 
and the Oo’s and Ah’s of admiration for one another’s work reverberated throughout the Cathedral. 
And best of all — bread was broken together in the flower room behind the sacristy. Green team 
members mixed with purple, red team members with white, —sharing news and decorating tips, and 
enjoying time spent with one another. That was the usual Cathedral Pre-Thanksgiving week—at least 
until the pandemic took hold and changed all our lives. 
 
And so when I climbed up the stairs from the garage to stand in front of the magnificent Cathedral of 
St. Peter and Paul on Thursday November 18th, my anticipation was great. I could not wait to see all 
my friends and colleagues and work once again in that magnificent space. But the Cathedral was 
locked—not open to the public. Buzzed in by the police, I entered the empty nave without a person in 
sight. I soaked in the play of the lights from the fabulous stained-glass windows, as the tour I used to 
give in the Cathedral played in my head reminding me of the themes and messages in the glass and 
the carvings. 
 
I reached St. Mary’s Chapel. The boxes of dried materials were there and so were a few of my 
colleagues shouting out their welcome. This was to be a less exuberant Thanksgiving. Instead of one 
day in which all came to decorate, there were small groups coming every day to do a small part of the 
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cathedral. This year a number of chapels and areas of the Cathedral would remain undecorated. By 
the time I arrived, the High Altar, pulpit, lectern, rood screen, altar pedestals, column wreaths and two 
chapels had arrangements—beautiful but simple.  
 
My assignment was a hanging basket on the column as you enter the Cathedral in the narthex. The 
great joy of the day was working with my friend Diana who is a Sogetsu ikebana Master. To the 
extent possible we had to make the arrangements look similar, requiring us to agree upon design and 
placement, measuring each branch and item so that they were the same scale. And of course, doing 
this while on ladders. My gift to the Flower Guild this year were turkey feathers from a turkey my 
brother-in-law shot. My sister harvested all the feathers for me to bring. My friends were all excited. 
The feathers really made the arrangements zing.  
 
As was customary, lunch was served—this time not to 100 Guild members but to the ten working. It 
was wonderful to talk and hear the news but sad too—many are gone from the Guild and a number of 
friends have been ill. Stories of surviving the pandemic and hope for a more normal future were the 
themes.  
 
I returned home with mixed emotions. Grateful for the ability to work in God’s very special place—to 
beautify it for the Glory of God as we in the Guild say—so that those who come to worship on Sunday 
and Thanksgiving can see that the tradition continues. Thankful for seeing my friends and learning 
from them—the most generous people I know—always willing to share their knowledge. Full of 
memories of the past. Sad that I did not have to stop my work this time to answer the many questions 
that come from tourists visiting. 
 
Before I left, I stood in front of the High Altar and looked down the empty nave to Rowan LeCompte’s 
incredible Creation Rose window—a tenth of a mile away. In my mind’s eye I still could see him 
pacing the nave in his beret examining his work.  In the center of his masterpiece is a small white 
piece of glass reminding us of the light created by God, the light that will continue to shine and give 
us hope that things will get better including a joyous return to a fully decorated Cathedral next year. 
God willing, I’ll be a part of it.  
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GROWING CLOSER TO GOD       

               Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom  

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and 
COR to a weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each 
Thursday morning from 9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We 
will have a time for check-ins, read and discuss.  

 
 

 
FOOD SHELF GIFT CARDS: As we have done in the past, for the 
next few weeks With Covid still a concern we will again be 
collecting $20 gift cards for parents to Purchase gifts . There 
will be a box for gift cards or donations (with which I will purchase 
gift cards) under the tree .  Suggestions for gift cards are WalMart, 
Target, Barnes and Noble and Marshall’s. All gift cards and 
donations must be brought in by December 5. Thank you,  
Laurie Larson 
 

Additional recipients of our giving tree will be the residents of Reconciliation House.   
Please take a tag from this tree for a small gift card to Dunkin Donuts, Supercuts, McDonalds,   
Price  Chopper, etc, any business within walking distance of their home. Prepaid Visa cards  are 
appreciated too. Finally, candy bars and gum will be added to their stockings. These gifts are due by 
December 19. Thank you in advance for your kind generosity 

 

BETTER TOGETHER~JOINT OUTREACH and SOCIAL MINISTRY  

  Ministry efforts from both Church of the Reconciliation and Zion  
 
Throughout Advent and Christmas, we are given many opportunities to 
embody God’s abundant love. As God has been so amazingly generous to 

us, we seek to be generous to our neighbors. Our members of Reconciliation and Zion have three 
opportunities to put our Christian love into action. There are giving trees or garlands with gift tags to 
provide  small Christmas presents for the residents of Reconciliation House and gift tags for the 
children of families served by the Oxford “warming tree” to be “decorated” in the church sanctuary. 
Reconciliation members can drop off gifts in a bin at the rear of the sanctuary. Ecumenical Food 
Shelf. Please return the gift cards for Oxford children by December 5 and the gift cards for 
Reconciliation House by December 12. 
 
Warm outdoor clothing such as hats, gloves, mittens, scarves are needed throughout the winter 
months. These gifts will be offered through the Gladys Kelly Public Library in Webster. Zion is using a 
warming wagon before and after Christmas to collect these items. During Advent there will be a  
 
“Thank you, Lord, for helping us to see the needs of this world and helping us to take action.” Thank 
you, everyone, for your kind generosity. 
 
Peace and blessings, always, Paula Kilian Clark 
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For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me. 
 
Matthew 25:35 

11/25/2021 

 
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,  
I had just started teaching the story of “Father Martin” to the 2nd 
graders of the German School of Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, in which 
an old man waited for Jesus to visit him and while waiting, got 
busy helping the poor, when it hit me. 
 
It was evening, we were about to go to bed, when we heard 
somebody knocking at our gate. Upon opening the door, a man 
literally fell into our arms and house and fell asleep on our door 
mat while we were still trying to figure out what to do with him. We 
had met Sven (name changed) before on the street, where he 
basically lived. A sad story of a most intelligent young pilot who 
had lost his job, 
wife and life to alcohol and drugs, seemed to find its end in our doorway, deprived of water, food 
and sleep, half-dead. Whereas in many western countries there are institutions who help people 
like him, in a place like this, you are lost without family, money and job. There is no grace or 
dignity on the streets of the city. What a tragic, wrong career and yet what an endlessly loved 
creature, a man made in God’s image! Although we were not allowed to, we took him in. After a 
few days of shelter and food and the liveliness of our kids and dogs, we heard Sven laughing, 
talking and dancing like a child. It felt like a miracle! And yet we didn’t know what to do to really 
help him. We had just been told by our embassy that we have to leave the country because of the 
war. This deep feeling of helplessness took over our thoughts: Why can we not do what we thought 
we were supposed to do here? Why have there been so many difficulties in doing development work 
in this place? Why now, when we just started to build relationships, when we were about to start a 
Christ-centered yoga ministry and the kids had only begun to make friends, is everything falling 
apart? 
 
‘By the end of the day, Father Martin got very sad, realizing that his dreams had not been fulfilled. 
So, why had Jesus not come to visit him?’ I asked the kids. A big silence and many sad faces 
looked at me. Suddenly, a girl jumped up: ‘But Jesus WAS THERE! He was disguised as other people. 
He can do that, can he not? And he made Father Martin happy by feeling love!’ This answer totally 
amazed me. 
 
What if it was not our job to love our dreams but to love our neighbor? What if we don’t have to 
know what is going to happen in the future but take care of what is going on right now? 
 
We left ‘our’ country of Ethiopia last week with a lot of tears and broken hearts. We miss the people 
on our street that we used to visit and that our kids call ‘uncle and aunt’. We don’t know what is 
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going to happen to Sven who we left with a two-month prepaid room (thanks to a donation) and our 
best friend David who is trying to help him get a job. We feel with our guard who became our 
Ethiopian son as he doesn’t have any other family in Addis. We couldn’t do anything but leave our 
beloved dogs with him so that he would not be afraid. We don’t have any assurance about when we 
can come back, when the war will come to an end. We don’t know where we’ll work and live in the 
meantime. But what we do know is that Jesus Christ is visiting! 
 

Thank you for praying with us for Ethiopia!  

Lydia and Sebastian Glaeser with Samuel, Daniel, and Sharon 
 

Sven’s last visit 

 

  David and us celebrating new Year 
 
ZION STEWARDSHIP 
Paul Peterson Stewardship Chair 
 

We will be making 2022 offering envelopes available the last few 
weeks of December. They will be on the table in the Narthex. We are 
giving envelopes to those who presently use them and those that have 
indicated they want them. If you need envelopes, please let the church 
office or myself know and we will get them to you. Also, if you have not 
yet submitted your 2022 pledge card, please do so. They are on the            

          table in the Narthex. Thank you for you continued faithful stewardship. 

 

 
Thanks to all those who helped on our November 27 work morning:Jackie Bonneau, 
Linda Brouillard, Jenna Foy, Isaac Gilliard, William Peterson, Paul Peterson, Ed 
Rossmeisl, Sue Schade, Arthur Siegmund,  Jim Vogel. 
It was cold and windy, but we got a lot done. 

 

 
The Ecumenical Council’s current food shelf needs include, jelly, coffee, 
peas, condiments (especially ketchup, maple syrup, salad dressing).  
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NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR FOR  
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 

 

Susan Hurll-Bastian is the new part time music director for 
The Church of The Reconciliation as of December 1, 2021. 
We welcome Susan and wish her God’s blessings in her 
new endeavor. 

 

 

 

 

DEDICATION OF THE NEW RAMP AT THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 

 

 

 

  Pastor Michael blessing  the new handicapped ramp at The Church of the Reconciliation.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Thank You! A new Christmas tree for Zion was purchased by Paul and Jean 
Peterson and Shirley and Ed Rossmeisl for the sanctuary. 
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Members of Zion’s family:  Pastor Ken Bean, Pastor Rafaela, Dawn, Teresita, 
Katy, Amy, Victor Lempicki, Trevor Olson, Judy Olson, Corey Goodwin, Don, 
Liesl Vossen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, and Roger Desaulniers. 
The Families and Friends mourning the deaths of Geri Siegmund and George 
Bayer. 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., Nicholas, 

Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. and Deborah L., Charles       
Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 
 
 

 

Karen Borden 01 

Brian Howell 02 

Nancy Demers 04 

Dayna Higgins04 

Lauryn Larson 04 

George Peterson 08 

Pam Olson 09 

Constance Carpenter 10 

Sue Schade 27 

 Erik Larson 30 

      

MEMORIAL GIFTS TO ZION 

 
In Memory of Cynthia Mercer 

To The Memorial Fund 
From Bernie Cyr 

 
In Memory of Stephen David Chickering 

To The Memorial Fund 
From Richard and Paula Clark 

 
In Memory of Janette Gion 

To The Memorial Fund 
From Paula and Richard Clark 

 

To The Music Fund 
Jean Peterson Music Fund 

 
In Memory of  Ray Briere 

To The Property Building Fund 
From Paul and Jean Peterson 

 

To The Memorial Fund 
From Commonwealth Automotive Reinsurers 
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   MONTHLY INCOME AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2021   
           
  OCT  YTD Income  YTD  YTD  2020 

  Actual  Jan-Oct  Jan-Oct  Jan-Oct  Jan-Oct 

       Budget  Variance  Last Year 

           

 General Offering 

             

10,072.00   

               

88,169.53   

             

87,670.00   

                     

499.53   

             

86,495.02  

 Designated Funds 

                    

308.00   

                  

4,203.00   

                

1,500.00   

                 

2,703.00   

                

2,674.00  

           

 Thrivent Choice Dollars 

                    

100.00   

                      

601.00   

                    

500.00   

                     

101.00   

                    

578.00  

 Misc Income 

                                 

-     

                      

100.00   

                    

334.00   

                   

(234.00)  

                       

75.00  

 Total Income 

             

10,480.00   

               

93,073.53   

             

90,004.00   

                 

3,069.53   

             

89,822.02  

           

 General Fund 

              

(9,790.18)  

             

(92,465.53)  

           

(97,839.00)  

                 

5,373.47   

           

(75,299.70) 

 Designated Funds 

              

(1,446.97)  

                

(9,196.56)   

                                 

-      

               

(9,196.56)   

              

(4,793.79) 

 Total expenses 

           

(11,237.15)  

          

(101,662.09)  

           

(97,839.00)  

               

(3,823.09)  

           

(80,093.49) 

           

 Net Gain/Loss 

                  

(757.15)  

                

(8,588.56)  

              

(7,835.00)  

                   

(753.56)  

                

9,728.53  

           

 PPP loan forgiveness    

               

12,800.00      

              

12,800.00     

  
                  

(757.15)  

                  

4,211.44   

              

(7,835.00)  

              

12,046.44   

                

9,728.53  

           
           
 Total YTD income including all funds is over budget by $3,069.53  and YTD expenses including all funds is over budget  

 by $3,823.09 for a net difference of ($753.56).         
           
 Please continue to mail in or drop-off your giving at the church so that we can continue to fulfill our   
 Synod pledge and meet all of our 2021 budget needs. Your continued support of "God's" work   
 during these difficult economic times is a credit to everyone at Zion.      
           

 
 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


