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TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD 

FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS  

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through 
Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or 
may view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with 
one another, you are invited to join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting 
ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for 
media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-132-298.  Operator will 
instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be connected to hear 
the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

 
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 

       
 

         
          Website: https://churchofthereconciliation 
 
          The Church of the Reconciliation altar. 
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

How can we humans look for ways to (re)discover and (re)connect with God? Of course, there are 
various ways that can happen, but I'll focus on one way I connect with God and get some exercise 
while doing so. The short answer is: Take a walk outside. 

There is plenty of scientific evidence of the benefits of simply being outside in nature for twenty 
minutes: A walk in the woods, a swim in the lake, a bike ride along a country road. More so, what is it 
about the natural world that opens us up to the sacred? Perhaps more than any other vehicle, people 
report mystical/spiritual encounters taking place in the natural world. Scripture holds plenty of stories 
where people encountered God in a burning bush (Moses), underneath a Bodhi Tree, in the River 
Jordan (John the Baptizer/Jesus) or a desert cave (the Desert Fathers and Mothers of the first 
century) for most of human civilization.  

For me, when I look for a way to connect with God, I take a walk outside. I do this on a daily basis 
together with Susan and our two dogs. To be in nature offers us a way to connection to God, to 
cultivate an awareness of God. I have experienced this again and again: no walk is ever the same 
even as you stay on the same path every day. 

One of my favorite writers, Trappist monk Thomas Merton (1915–1968), went out every day and 

walked the earth in a sacred manner – Merton often walked barefoot so that he could better 

appreciate connecting with the ground, the flowers and trees and the birds and animals who reside 

outdoors.   

 

Merton wrote: “How absolutely central is the truth that we are first of all part of nature, though we are 

a very special part, that which is conscious of God.” And lest we forget: Francis of Assisi called 

animals “Sister” and “Brother” and viewed humans as one part of a wider family of creation.
 

 
More recently, I have become increasingly aware of the need for the healing and reconciliation of 
my/our broken relationship with creation and our mistreatment of our natural environment. I am 
deeply saddened and worried about our lack of care and good stewardship toward mother earth. I 
find it is essential to hold in my/your mind and heart the ways in which I/you have lived in disharmony 
with creation; to offer our neglect of nature up to God and ask for forgiveness and for the strength and 
the wisdom to learn again to live with integrity within the web of creation. Scripture calls us to be good 
and caring stewards of God’s creation (Genesis 2).  
 
As I walk/run/bicycle outdoors, it returns me to my own root and rootedness: my relationship to God 
within creation.  

How can we humans look for ways to (re)discover and (re)connect with God? The short answer 
is: Take a walk outside. Happy walking! And may God bless your steps. 

Pr. Michael + 
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We begin our season of Lent with Ash 

Wednesday on March 2nd. A service of Holy 

Communion and Imposition of Ashes will be 

held at Zion at 1:00. There will also be an 

evening service at Church of the 

Reconciliation at 6:00 PM.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

On March 9th we will begin our 
midweek Wednesday evening Soup 
and Bread Suppers at 6:00 followed 
by devotions at 6:45. Our first Lenten 
evening we gather at The Church of 
the Reconciliation.  

The next week we will gather for at Zion at 6:00 for soup, bread, and devotions. Our contact person 
here at Zion is Pastor Rafaela who will be coordinating our meals. If you would like to provide the 
soup or bread for an evening, please let her know.  

 

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD   

               Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion 
and COR to a weekly Bible Study. We are meeting 
each Thursday morning from 9:30-10:30. Join us on 
ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, read and 
discuss.  
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 ZION’S COUNCIL CONNECTION 

Isaac Gilliard 

 Zion’s Council President 

 
Happy New Year to you All, I hope that this note finds you all 

safe and well. Many of us have felt frustration during the recent surge and I for one hope that 
this is the last one we will have for the year. What is most important for all of us to remember 
at this time is that we are not alone and that we have a family here at Zion and should the 
need arise feel free to reach or call out for help! I had hoped to have a wonderful letter filled 
with wonderful information from the council retreat we had planned for early January 
unfortunately we had to cancel it do to the surge. We hope to do the retreat again in March. 
Our year closed with several well attended services and they were in person. Yes, in person it 
seems like last Christmas was so long ago and we have accomplished much in the ensuing 
twelve months. We hope to be as successful this year as we were last year. So my advice to 
all of you is to watch this space.   Thanks, Isaac 

 
 

ZION PROPERTY NOTE 
Paul Peterson 

 
THANK YOU 

 
 

Many thanks to Bud Fischvogt for snow blowing the 
walkways and church entrance during our recent snowstorms.  
 
Thank you to Bud for his work on roof gutter cleaning and also for his investigation of the nave stain 
glass window problem.  
 
Also, many thanks to those who have helped with trash disposal. We have not had contracted trash 
pickup since the start of the pandemic. 

 
 

Thanks to Bob Laurens for arranging for winter plowing and parking lot sanding. Also, thanks to the 
many folks that have done vacuuming and cleaning of the church.0 

 

FOOD SHELF NEEDS 
 

Items the food shelf needs include; coffee, jelly, Corn, peas, 
sugar free items, healthy snacks and condiments. 
  
Thank you to all  the volunteers from Zion who help at the 
Food shelf and to all those who make donations of food. 
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BETTER TOGETHER~ ZION AND RECONCILIATION 

JOINT OUTREACH and SOCIAL MINISTRY 

    Paula Kilian Clark 

    WELCOMING NEW FRIENDS 

Our Good Neighbor NST group, headed by Melany Gronsky and Pastor 
Andrew Borden, officially welcomed a long awaited family of Afghan 
refugees to their lovingly prepared home in Worcester. The family of ten 
includes father, Gulagha, and mother Robina, five daughters from the 

ages of toddler to teenager and three sons. A new baby is expected in June. 
 
Since their arrival at the former parsonage on Whitmarsh Avenue, so much has happened! 
Transportation, medical, financial, ESL tutoring, and childcare teams have been created to assist our 
new friends in their transition. Thank you to those of you who have donated clothing, furniture and 
electronics or child care time. Still needed are more volunteers to help with transportation for 
shopping which is needed twice a week, drop offs for ESL classes and religious services and 
fellowship at the local mosque. This need will taper off as the family becomes familiar with the public 
bus system. If you want to help in any way, please contact our NST leader, Melany Gronsky 
at melanygronsky@gmail.com or by telephone 860 377 3055. 
 
Our NST has had some interesting experiences: locating large quantities of goat meat, an integral 
part of the Halal diet, and purchasing seventy pounds of flour per week as the family does all their 
own baking; Pastor Borden has been “on call” for mundane issues such as how to schedule ten 
showers intermittently so the new hot water tank can keep up with the demand; and, a team of drivers 
mastered the logistics of navigating transportation for four school age children back and forth to 
classes until the school bus system can be accessed. 
 
Currently, two job interviews have been scheduled and work on employment opportunities and 
drivers’ licenses are ongoing. Efforts to place the toddlers in appropriate preschool programs are also 
moving forward. 
 
The dedication and diligence of our NST is astounding! The bravery of our family in this resettlement 
is unimaginable! If you want to help financially, we are still using the link to Ascentria via e-mail for 
donations. 

 
A HEARTY AND SINCERE THANK YOU for your generosity towards our 
neighbors! Every one of the tags on the Christmas giving trees for the 
children of families served by the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf and for the 
residents of Reconciliation House was selected and returned! Our warming 
wagon was filled to the brim twice and the Christmas warming tree was 
brightly adorned with hats, gloves, mittens, socks, and scarves. Four large 
bags stuffed with our gifts were delivered to the Gladys Kelly library in 
Webster! Not only that, but boxes of instant potatoes were donated for the 

Christmas food boxes distributed through the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf! “And they’ll know we 
are Christians by our love!”    
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TEAM ZION and RECONCILIATION TAKE THE FIELD FOR SOUPER BOWL OF CARING! 
 
Let’s continue to tackle hunger in these cold winter months! We are 
joining a national endeavor, the Souper Bowl of Caring, to drive 
hunger off the map in our communities. During the 2022 playoffs, we 
need a strong team effort to reach our goal of 125 cans of soup on 
Super Bowl Sunday. Containers for your donations are in the narthex. 
Cans will be delivered to the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf. For more 
information look at soup@souperbowl.org. Thank you for your support. 
 

 
 

OUR WARMING WAGON WILL REMAIN “PARKED” IN THE 
NARTHEX THROUGH MARCH. 

Continued gifts of new or gently used warm gloves, mittens, scarves 
and socks are genuinely appreciated! Hats are no longer needed at 
this time. All clothing is distributed through the Gladys Kelly Library in 
Webster. Thank you for your continued consideration. “And they’ll 
know we are Christians by  
our love!” 
 

         
 

Sondra Murphy, director of Webster’s Gladys E. Kelly Public Library, 
sent a warm thank you note to Reconciliation and Zion. “Our library 
patrons are so grateful to you for supplying us with cold weather 
gear…we keep all the hats on top of our shelves and folks take what 
they need. We are always restocking! Thank you so much for your 
generosity. It is greatly appreciated.” 
 

 
 
 
ZION EASTER FLOWERS 

You will be receiving a special email to order flowers for Easter Sunday. 

There will be an attachment of the order form for you to use if you wish to 

order flowers. Paper forms will also be placed in the narthex. Fill out the 

form and mail it to the church or place it in the offering plate along 

with your check. Your flower donation given to “The Glory of God” can 

be given “in honor of”, “in thanksgiving for” a special event, or “in 

memory of a loved one”.  A listing of names will appear in our Easter 

Bulletin. The deadline to order is Ash Wednesday, March 2nd. 
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PROFILE OF NEW MUSIC DIRECTOR AT CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 
By Cindy Osowski 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Susan Hurll-Bastian Music Director, The Church of the Reconciliation 

Beginning on December 1, 2021, and for many months previously as a volunteer, Susan has officially 
become the part time Music Director for The Church of the Reconciliation. She is an opera singer, a 
certified Yoga teacher at Genesis l Yoga and plays the keyboard. She has background in composing 
and arranging church music. The Vestry hired her to choose music for all services and provide music 
for at least two Sundays each month. Choir rehearsals will be both virtual and in person with masks 
and social distancing. She has been working closely with our guitar player, Nancy Sage to provide a 
high quality of music for the parish. Susan has set up a website for the use of the choir members. It is 
Chorus Connection. com and it provides a list of the music for each Sunday and appropriate 
recordings of any new songs to be learned. Welcome, Susan!!!!! 
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Members of Zion’s family: David Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, Katy, Amy, 
Victor Lempicki, Trevor Olson, Judy Olson, Corey Goodwin, Don, Liesl 
Vossen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger Desaulniers 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. and  
Deborah L., Charles Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZION 
Jennifer Baublitz 01 
Norma Peterson 08 
Victor Lempicki 17 

Heather Bachand 20 
David Bernier III 28 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Joaquin Agordekpe 2 
Liz Craver 12 
Ann Fowler 7 

Donna Kaliszewski 19 
Mary Alice Lanman 20 
Nicholas Livingston 3 

Sophia Auger 26 
Shirley Reichenberg 16 

 
 
A SPECIAL GIFT was given to the Memorial Fund in recognition of Sue Schade’s birthday by 
Barbara Avery   

 
 

                       In Memory of Dawn Laurens to The Building Fund 
                       Ed and Shirley Rossmeisl, Sue Schade, Lee Elliott 
 
                            In Memory of Janette Gion to The Music Fund 
                    Kimberly Gowrie 
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Assets

Bank

A-Webster Five - General Fund 20,637.60                   

A-Webster Five - Designated Funds 18,048.10 38,685.70$       

Total Bank 38,685.70$                 

Other Current Assets

Endowment Fund (Investment) LTA 108,280.28$               

Fixed Assets

Church Building 565,500.00

Misc-garage- pavement & fin basement 74,300.00

Equipment & Furnishings-est 42,656.00

Land Value (10.02 acres) 329,300.00

Total Fixed Assets 1,011,756.00$            

Total Assets 1,158,721.98$            

Liabilities

Pass-Through (In & Out)

COR-share of expenses (47.50)                        

Easter Flowers 10.00                          

       Spec In & Out Transactions 1,150.76                     

Total Pass-Through (In & Out) 1,113.26$                   

Total Liabilities 1,113.26$                   

Net Assets

Unrestricted

General Fund 1,030,662.97$            

Restricted

Designated Funds

Building Impr Fund 3,610.31                     

Memorial Fund 2,500.08                     

Memorial Garden Fund 607.93

Memorial Gift 10,000.00

Music Fund 1,122.19                     

Stephen Ministry Fund 207.59                        

Total Restricted 18,048.10$                 

Endowment Fund 108,897.65$               

Total Liabilities + Net Assets 1,158,721.98

The designated funds are held jointly with general fund cash in the checking account (Operating Acct) at Webster Five

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH

Statement of Financial Position For All Funds as of JANUARY 31, 2022 (Balance Sheet)


