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INSTRUCTIONS FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through 
Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or 
may view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with 
one another, you are invited to join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting 
ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for 
media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-132-298.  Operator will 
instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be connected to hear 
the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST  
Website: church of the reconciliation.org. 
The Church of the Reconciliation altar. 
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A  REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

 

Dear members and friends of Zion and Church of the Reconciliation, 

Let me share with you a few examples of ministry we have created together at the end of 2021. I 

believe these stories give us hope and guidance as we enter into 2022. 

Members of Church of the Reconciliation presented Susan & me on Christmas Eve with a gift on 

behalf of our friends, Lydia and Sebastian, and their work in Ethiopia (see December 2021 newsletter 

for their piece). Lydia & Sebastian’s work and your gift remind us that we are all connected - near and 

far - by our common humanity. 

Next, a year-end gift of $200 from Zion’s Mission and Outreach Ministry was received in support of 

the resettlement and welcoming of Afghan evacuees in our area. This will go towards the efforts of 

the newly created “Neighborhood Support Team” (NST) of which our two churches are active 

members of.  

Further, three Christmas stockings and a gift bag filled with gift cards (DD’s, McD’s, Job Lot, Price 

Chopper), along with various candies were delivered to Jose, the manager of Reconciliation House. 

The stockings were for the men currently living there and the gift bag was for him. Jose was very 

touched by the gifts and said the men would be overjoyed with our surprise presents. Jose thanks us 

for his gift and the men’s.  

Also, at the German Christmas service, the offering received is being shared in equal parts for the 

welcoming of Afghan families and the work of Lydia & Sebastian in Africa. 

And finally, a member from Church of the Reconciliation told me that for this Christmas their families 

decided to forgo their annual Yankee Swap. Instead, they asked everyone to bring canned 

goods. The canned goods were gathered and brought to Zion on Dec. 26 at our joint service and will 

be donated to the Oxford Food Shelf.  

Dear members and friends, these examples are an impressive snapshot of being “Church Better 

Together”. Together we are much more than by ourselves. We are in this together.  We are in all of 

this together. This I believe: holiness is in the spaces and experiences we create together. 

I deeply appreciate and am grateful for the work that we are doing together as Christ followers at Zion 

and Reconciliation. 

Pr. Michael +  
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ZION’S COUNCIL CONNECTION 

Isaac Gilliard 

 Zion’s Council President 

 

 

 
Dear Members of Zion Lutheran Church: 
  

COVID PROTOCOL UPDATE 
 

I am writing to you to ask for your cooperation over the next few months as we weather the current 
Covid-19 surge. At this point in the pandemic, it seems that infection rates are rising amongst both 
the unvaccinated and the vaccinated without control. The only saving grace for the vaccinated is the 
lessened severity of symptoms. At last night’s council meeting we discussed moving to Zoom only 
services for several weeks due to the recent surge. We have seen that other churches are closing, 
and some local banks are closing their lobbies to customers. After a robust discussion it was decided 
that the church would remain open for in person worship.  
 
In order for us to remain open for in person worship we will be returning to some of the stricter 
protocols we observed in early 2021. We will be taking temperatures at the door, and we will 
practicing socially distant seating. We ask that you wear your masks properly covering your nose and 
mouth. We will also be asking you to exit the sanctuary immediately after the service and there will be 
no fellowship following the service.  
 

THE ANNUAL MEETING 
 

We spent a great deal of time going over the budget for 2022 last night in preparation for the Annual 
Meeting on 01/16/2022. Unfortunately, we will not be able to deliver all the information that you will 
need to successfully participate in the meeting. We decided to move the meeting 2/6/22 at 11am. 
We are sorry for this late change, but the holiday season was quite challenging and we did not meet 
enough to be prepared for the 16th. We would also like to inform you that if the surge continues, we 
may elect to do the meeting via Zoom.  
 
Again, I thank you all for your support and patience at this time. 
 
Isaac 
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GROWING CLOSER TO GOD   

                 Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of 
Zion and COR to a weekly Bible Study. We are 
meeting each Thursday morning from 9:30-10:30. 
Join us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-
ins, read and discuss.  
 
 

 
ZION STEWARDSHIP 

Paul Peterson Stewardship Chair 
 

  

There are still some offering envelope sets on the table in the 
Narthex. Please pick yours up if you have not yet done so. We are 
giving envelopes to those who presently use them or have indicated 
they want them. If you need envelopes, please let the church office 
or me know and we will get them to you. Thank you for your   

            continued faithful financial stewardship. 
  
 

ZION PROPERTY NOTE 
Paul Peterson 

 
We had a cold workday on November 27, but a lot was accomplished. 
Thanks to all those who participated: Linda Brouillard, Sue Schade, Jim 
Vogel, Jenna Foy, Ed Rossmeisl, Isaac Gilliard, Jackie Bonneau, 
Arthur Siegmund, Paul Peterson, William Peterson,  Bud Fischvogt.          
Also, thanks to Linda Brouillard and Bud Fischvogt for the  

                                          mid-December leaf removal and clean-up. Your efforts are appreciated!. 
 

FOOD SHELF NEWS 
Laurie Larson 

December was a busy month for the food shelf. In addition to weekly 
shopping clients were provided with a box of extra food and a gift certificate 
for a turkey for Christmas dinner.   Gift cards were given to parents to buy 
Gifts for their children for Christmas. 
 
Many thanks to the members of Zion and Church of The Reconciliation     
for their donations, gift cards and boxes of instant potatoes for Christmas. 

 
Items the food shelf needs in January include; coffee, jelly Corn, peas, sugar free items, healthy 
snacks and condiments.   
 
Thank you to all  the volunteers from Zion who help at the Food shelf and to all those who make 
donations of food. 
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BETTER TOGETHER~ ZION AND RECONCILIATION                              

 JOINT OUTREACH and SOCIAL MINISTRY  

                          Paula Kilian Clark 

 
 
Throughout December God joined us 
together once again in the ministry of 
sharing His love with our neighbors. 
The children of families served by the 
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf and the 
residents of Reconciliation House were 
blessed by your Christmas gift cards 
and small presents. Our congregations 
have worked cheerfully and diligently to 
share Christ’s love and kindness. We 
thank you sincerely for your generous 
support. 
 
Ongoing throughout the winter months 
is a collection of warm hats, scarves, 
gloves, mittens and socks. Each 
congregation will participate in this 

venture independently and deliver these items directly to the Gladys E. Kelly Library in Webster. Zion 
uses a warming wagon for donated clothing before and after Christmas, and a warming tree adorned 
with brightly colored apparel throughout Advent. The contents of four large bags are now on the 
library shelves. Sondra Murphy, the library director, thanked us for thinking of their patrons and 
expressed that they “would love to continue this tradition.” Thank you, again! 
 
Thirty-eight boxes of instant potatoes were quickly gathered to add to the Christmas dinner boxes for 
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf. Thank you, Laurie Larson, for being Zion’s eyes and ears on the 
Ecumenical Council and keeping us aware of our brothers’ and sisters’ needs. Thank you, everyone, 
for helping to provide the fixings for Christmas dinners. 
 
From January through February 13, we will continue to “tackle” hunger by entering team 
Zion/Reconciliation into the Souper Bowl of Caring. Just imagine! If everyone in the USA who 
watches the Big Game donates one can of soup to feed the hungry, over $100 million dollars worth of 
food would be amassed for those in need! Let’s go, team! We CAN be game changers. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if our final score is 125 CANS?  Look for the containers in the narthex. All donations will be 
delivered to the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf. 
 
In Christian love, 
Paula Kilian Clark 
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SEASON  
 

JOINT BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   Star made by Arthur Siegmund for the Blue Christmas Service 

 
 

GERMAN CHRISTMAS 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

    Pastor Michael and Susan with sons John and David at the German Christmas Service 
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THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION’S CHOIR 

 

 

 
 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 
  

 

   Christmas Eve Worship with Children’s program        Pastor and Isaac Gilliard 
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Our thanks to everyone who helped in any way with our Advent and 
Christmas celebrations at Zion and The Church of the Reconciliation.            
All of the hard work that went into the services and the work of helping 
others through our Joint Social Ministry was very much appreciated. 

 
 

Members of Zion’s family:  Pastor Ken Bean, Pastor Rafaela, Teresita, 
Katy, Amy, Victor Lempicki, Trevor Olson, Judy Olson, Corey Goodwin, 
Don, Liesl Vossen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger 
Desaulniers 
 
Our deepest sympathy to Bob and Tere Laurens on the passing of their 
daughter Dawn Laurens Lindstrom. Keep all of Dawn’s family in your 
prayers. 
 
 

Please remember Dave and Pam Olson and family who mourn the death of Josh Kusek,                      
the father of Dave and Pam’s grandson, Stanley Kusek.  
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, 
Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. 
and Deborah L., Charles  Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 

 
 

Zion received a Memorial gift to the Special Music Fund from  
Paul and Jean Peterson given in memory of George Bayer.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 
 

Zion 
Emma Grace Jonasch 05 
Carol Weinhardt 06 
Siiri Jonasch 17 
Justin Desmarias 18 
Kelsey Bergeson 19 
Kristina Canty 21 
 

Reconciliation 
Teena Nixon 9 
Bob Demers 12 
Bill Jones 12 
Roland Malboeuf 15 
Caed Jones 20 
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ZION INCOME STATEMENT 
 
 

              
   MONTHLY INCOME AS OF DECEMBER  31, 2021      
              
  DEC  YTD Income  YTD  YTD  2020   
  Actual  Jan-Dec  Jan-Dec  Jan-Dec  Jan-Dec   
       Budget  Variance  Jan-Nov   
              

 General Offering 

                

9,635.56   

            

105,172.09   

          

105,200.00   

                      

(27.91)  

          

105,612.82     

 Designated Funds 

                    

375.00   

                  

5,183.00   

                

1,800.00   

                 

3,383.00   

                

3,664.00     
              

 Thrivent Choice Dollars   
                      

601.00   

                    

600.00   

                           

1.00   

                    

578.00     

 Misc Income 

                                 

-     

                      

100.00   

                    

400.00   

                   

(300.00)  

                       

75.00     

 Total Income 

             

10,010.56   

            

111,056.09   

          

108,000.00   

                 

3,056.09   

          

109,929.82     
              

 General Fund 

           

(12,366.06)  

          

(113,435.81)  

        

(117,368.00)  

                 

3,932.19   

        

(100,141.95)    

 Designated Funds 

                     

(66.83)  

                

(9,263.39)   

                                 

-      

               

(9,263.39)   

              

(8,527.05)    

 Total expenses 

           

(12,432.89)  

          

(122,699.20)  

        

(117,368.00)  

               

(5,331.20)  

        

(108,669.00)    
              

 Net Gain/Loss 

              

(2,422.33)  

             

(11,643.11)  

              

(9,368.00)  

               

(2,275.11)  

                

1,260.82     
              

 PPP loan forgiveness    

               

12,800.00      

              

12,800.00        

  
              

(2,422.33)  

                  

1,156.89   

              

(9,368.00)  

              

10,524.89   

                

1,260.82     
              
              
 Total YTD income including all funds is over budget by 3,056.09  and YTD expenses including all funds is over budget     

 by $5,331.20.             
              
 Please continue to mail in or drop-off your giving at the church so that we can continue to fulfill our      
 Synod pledge and meet all of our 2021 budget needs. Your continued support of "God's" work      
 during these difficult economic times is a credit to everyone at Zion.         
              
              

 


