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FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS  

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through 
Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or may 
view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with 
one another, you are invited to join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting 
ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for 
media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-132-298.  Operator will 
instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be connected to hear 
the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

 
 
 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM 
SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 

       

         
          Website: https://churchofthereconciliation 
 
    

       
The Church of the Reconciliation altar. 
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

 

Dear members and friends of Zion and Church of 

the Reconciliation, 

The Season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 

March 2nd. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of 

Lent. It derives its name from the ancient practice of 

marking the foreheads of worshipers with ashes in 

the form of a cross from the unused palm branches of the previous year. While doing so, the words, 

“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return” are spoken to us. They are a reminder of 

the intrinsic connection between our mortality and our practices of faith.   

Lent is a time of forty days from Ash Wednesday to Easter. Lent is a time for introspection and self-

reflection, a time to reflect on the core of what it means to live a Christian life in the midst of great 

change and uncertainty. When facing change and uncertainty, few practices are more central to our 

life than letting go so that we are freer to receive the gifts God has to offer us. 

In the Rule of St. Benedict, Benedict reminded his monks: “Day by day remind yourself that you are 

going to die. Hour by hour keep careful watch over all you do, aware that God’s gaze is upon you, 

wherever you may be.” Benedict understood that recalling death changes us.  

I know we struggle with the truth of our mortality. However, Covid’s specter of mass death challenged 

any flimsy hope that we can control our lives and be rescued from mortality, loss and pain. The past 

two Covid years, though, have asked us to face the inescapable fragility of all of our lives. Each year, 

Ash Wednesday asks the same. 

But Ash Wednesday doesn’t end with the imposition of ashes. Afterwards we celebrate Holy 

Communion and journey together through the forty days of Lent toward Easter. It is along this journey 

that death gives way to resurrected life. 

To help us along this journey and to support one another, we are going to gather on five Wednesday 

evenings during Lent. After careful consideration, the members of council and vestry at our churches 

have supported to return to gathering for Wed evening soup and bread meals followed by devotions. 

We will be doing so starting March 09 at Church of The Reconciliation. The following week we’ll be at 

Zion Lutheran. More info on that in the newsletter. 

Our Lenten offerings during the Wednesday Evening Prayer services will be collected in support of 

the Neighborhood Support Team (NST) resettling an Afghan family in Worcester. Both Zion and 

Reconciliation are part of the NST. Thank you for your support.  

We welcome and enter together into the Holy Season of Lent.  

Pr. Michael +  
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On March 9th we will begin our midweek Wednesday evening Soup 
and Bread Suppers at 6:00 followed by devotions at 6:45. Our first 
Lenten evening we gather at The Church of the Reconciliation.  

The next week we will gather for at Zion at 6:00 for soup, bread, and 
devotions. Our contact person here at Zion is Pastor Rafaela who will 
be coordinating our meals. If you would like to provide the soup or 
bread for an evening, please let her know.  

 

OUR CREATIVE CHILDREN CELEBRATE EASTER 
Paula Clark 

 
We have just the way to have our children involved in our 
celebration of Easter! Most children like to paint, color, draw and 
model with Play doh. What can they do that is age appropriate to 
tell the story of the Resurrection? Freelancing is encouraged, but 
a mailing of ideas will be sent out soon. This arts and crafts 
project provides opportunities for  parents, grandparents, and 
caregivers to converse with little ones about the true meaning of 
Easter. A small showing of their artwork will be displayed on 
Easter morning for everyone to enjoy. Talk with Paula Clark to 
exchange ideas. 

 
 

 

SPRING AHEAD! MARCH 13th  DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGIN 

It’s still winter (cold, snow ice) but here is a little glimpse of spring and 
days getting longer!  On  Saturday, March 12th, before you go to sleep, 
it is time to set your clocks ahead. Yes, we will lose an hour’s sleep, but 
we will gain more daylight at the end of the day  
 

 
 

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD   
               Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR to a 
weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday morning from 
9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, 
read and discuss.  
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LENTEN SEASON – 2022 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION AND ZION LUTHERAN – CHURCH BETTER TOGETHER 
Together we enter into the Lenten season starting with Ash Wednesday and ending with the celebration of the 
resurrection of our Lord. 

ASH WEDNESDAY:  March 2, 2022 - A service of Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes will be held 
at Zion Lutheran Church at 1:00 PM.  All Covid protocols will be followed and ashes will be administered 

using a Q-tip. The Church of the Reconciliation will hold a service at 6:00 PM.  There will be Holy 
Communion at this service, as well as the imposition of ashes via Q-tips. 

MID-WEEK WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPERS AND DEVOTIONS: 

Starting on Wednesday March 9, 2022 the midweek soup and bread suppers followed by devotional service 
will begin. 

On March 9th the soup supper will be held at the Church of the Reconciliation at 6:00 PM followed at 
6:45 PM by the devotional service.  The soup and bread suppers will be held alternatively between the 
Church of the Reconciliation and Zion Lutheran.  The times are the same at both churches and the dates are 
as follows: 
 

March 16th  at Zion 
March 23rd  at Reconciliation 
March 30th  at Zion 
April 6th  at Reconciliation 

****The Soup suppers are tentative as we do not know what the Covid epidemic will be like in the coming 
months. However, if we are not able to hold the suppers, we will still have the devotional services at 6:45 PM 
following the church location schedule listed above. 
 
PALM SUNDAY:   

On Sunday April 10, 2022 a 9:00 AM service will be held at Zion Lutheran.  The service will open with the 
procession of palms. 

At 11:00 AM the Palm Sunday service will be held at the Church of the Reconciliation. 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: 

On April 14, 2022 there will be a joint Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 PM at the Church of the 
Reconciliation.   This service will include Holy Communion, foot washing and the stripping of the altar. 
 
GOOD FRIDAY: 

On April 15, 2022 Zion Lutheran will hold a 7:00 PM service. 
 
The Church of the Reconciliation will hold a Stations of the Cross at 12:00 noon. 

EASTER SUNDAY: 

On Easter Sunday April 17, 2022 Zion Lutheran will hold a 9:00 AM service in celebration of the 
Resurrection of our Lord.  The Church of the Reconciliation will hold an 11:00 AM Easter service. 

 

CHRIST HAS RISEN.  HE HAS RISEN INDEED.  
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ZION’S COUNCIL CONNECTION 

Isaac Gilliard 

 Zion’s Council President 

               
       
 

HOPE AND COLLABORATION 
 

Thank you all for attending the Zion’s annual meeting. The council hopes that we all look forward into 
the church year with a renewed sense of purpose and faith. Reviewing Bishop Hazelwood’s video, I 
think that Hope and Collaboration should be central to our church mission this year. Actually, these 
two themes should be central to our church mission every year.  
 
As we approach the Lenten season, I thought that a small way we all might be able to put these two 
themes to action on a personal level is to invite someone you know who is not a regular member of 
Zion to our midweek Lenten service. Collaborating is reaching out, extending our boundaries, and 
being open to new perspectives. It’s just a thought.  
 
The council would like to thank Pastor Rafaela for organizing the soup meal for Zion at our midweek 
Lenten services. I know that she is accepting contributions of bread and soup. 
 
Congratulations to both congregations of Zion and Reconciliation on our outstanding “Souper Bowl of 
Caring” victory, Tom Brady may have left the field, but Team Zion and Team Reconciliation have 
many more “Souper Bowl” victories planned for the future. Go Team!  
 
We have had a slow start this year but the things on the agenda for our near future are the installation 
of Pastor Michael and the dedication of the stones we had created for Pastor Ken and Pastor 
Rafaela. We would like to have both of these events take place as soon as possible.  
 
I know that some of you may be curious as to what is happening with the stained-glass window in the 
front of the sanctuary. Bud Fischvogt discovered that we have a water leak, and we are currently 
trying to sort our repair strategy. 
 
As I was writing this letter, I must admit to being distracted by the events happening in the world and 
wondering why? The world has suffered for the last two years with the weight of a global pandemic 
and many people and nations have suffered unimaginable loss and yet again we are adding more 
conflict. I Googled the Lutheran Church in Ukraine, it’s an interesting read and I encourage you to 
check it out and think about Pastor’s sermon last week and the word persistent and the word 
perspective.  Isaac 
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EVANGELISM:  “We Love to Tell the Story!” 

 

Have you ever thought about the Evangelism Board of our church and how it seeks to faithfully 

respond to God’s call to reach out to others?  According to Zion’s bylaws, the Evangelism Board 

serves to promote the word of God and to make the church a welcoming place.  We reach out to 

members & friends we have not seen for a while and to those who might yet find a place among us.  

We also strive to strengthen communication with those without regular email addresses, so no one is 

“out of the loop” or feels forgotten. 

 

As we seek to tell the story of God’s love, we have prepared a “Welcome Packet” to provide  visitors 

with information about Zion and the work we do together.  Each year we seek to inform all members 

and friends of our special services during Advent, Christmas, Lent, and Easter, as well as our 

summertime plans for telling the good news in our wonderful outdoor chapel.  

 

Our purpose is to keep communication flowing so all are informed on what is happening and are 

assured that they are loved and cared about in our church community.       

 

Currently, the Evangelism Board is working on communicating our Lenten activities  and we are 

considering special plans for Mother’s Day.  We hope “Covid” will allow us by mid-May to Celebrate a 

“Welcome Home Day” for all as we gather our church family, our individual family, and friends for 

worship & fellowship.   

 

The Board does not look back as to what has been done.  We look forward with joy as to what God 

would have us do next.  We work with other church boards and committees, as well as those at 

Church of the Reconciliation to share God’s good news, God’s love, and God’s grace beyond our 

walls. 

 

As in the Olympics, we are ALL part of the “Evangelism Team”.  In reality, ALL OF US have a part 

in our outreach.  With love for Jesus and thankfulness for our church community, we are ALL called 

“to tell the story of God’s love!” 

 

I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 

Of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know it’s true; 

It satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.   

 

With our love and joy,  

The Evangelism Board 

Marleen Bacon, Pastor Michael, Ken & Pat Bean, Penny Bergeson, Margaret Heidi, Susan Pierce,  

Susan Schade  AND YOU.    
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 Greetings Zion! 

We are looking for Registered Nurses to fill a few spots during the 
summer. We hope that Calumet Nation can help spread the word and 
we will soon be fully staffed in our Health Center.  Contact Bonnie, our 
coordinator for nurses: blcaterson@aol.com 

Also, there are opportunities for people to work for Maintenance and Food Service.  If you think you 
know someone (or you are that someone!) who might be a good match for the summer, give us a yell. 
Contact Adam: adam@calumet.orgIf you would like to unsubscribe from future emails and mailings, 
please contact Julie: julie@calumet.org 

  INTERESTED IN HELPING OUT AT RECONCILIATION?  
Karen Crosby 

 

The following are the committees we have and who to talk to about 
them. 

Building and Grounds: Gerry Berube 
Mission and Outreach: Karen Crosby or Cindy Osowski 

Coffee Hour: Donna Kaliszewski 
Lector or Prayers: Sheri Rogers 

Altar Guild: Elaine Davies 
    Music: Susan Hurll-Bastian 

 

COBBLESTONES FOR MEMORIAL GARDEN 

 

"As the weather slowly starts to turn the corner, thoughts 
have already turned to our Outdoor Chapel! The pathway 
to our outdoor sanctuary has engraved stones of 
parishioners who are no longer with us physically but are 
remembered and cherished by many. This year if you 
would like to have a stone engraved for a loved one, or, in 
honor of someone special, stones will be available for 
purchase and engraving. If you are interested, please 
contact Caitlin Seaman, 774-289-8404 

or seaman.caitlin@gmail.com. Additional details about the dedication service and pricing to follow!" 
Thanks!! Caitlin 

 
SMALL CHURCHES, BIG HEARTS, WARM NEIGHBORS 

Throughout March, we will continue to supply the Gladys 
Kelly Public Library in Webster with mittens, gloves, socks, 
and scarves to help keep our neighbors comfortable in the 
winter weather. Several bagfuls of clothing have already 
been placed on the bookshelves and are available to anyone 
who needs them. Thank you to all for your warm generosity! 
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Dear Members of Zion Lutheran Church, 
 

With an extraordinary wave of evacuees from Afghanistan to the United States now underway, 
Ascentria Care Alliance is ramping up services, programs and staffing to meet this historic 
moment. Thank you very much for your generous gift of $370.00 towards Team Good 
Neighbor to this effort. Afghan families and individuals being resettled in Massachusetts fand 
New  Hampshire need financial assistance to cover such things as: Living essentials; Legal 
aid; Long-term housing. 
 

Ascentria is grateful to have friends such as you who have given these individual and families 
the hope of a better tomorrow. Together, we are making a real and lasting difference in the 
lives of those that we are honored to serve. To stay up to date with current information please 
feel free to visit our website at www.acentria.org. 
 

Gratefully Rev. Karen-Louis Walker, Th.D. Vice-President of Development. 
 

 
AFGHAN RESETTLEMENT EXPERIENCE 

by Cindy Osowski, Church of The Reconciliation 
 
What do these photos have to do with me volunteering for 
the NST Good Neighbor Afghan Resettlement project?  
 
 
 

The Valentine was given to me by  the mother of the 2 little children. She was leaving the house to go 
to an adult ESL class with the other adults. She gave a second one to Johnna who is a volunteer who 
teaches ESL at the house and sometimes does transport for the family. 
 

The tea set was given to me by my adult granddaughter, Niccie, to use with the Afghan “littles” when I 
was with them. They both have birthdays in April so they will soon be 3 and 4. They will attend full day 
preschool very soon. The mother had not been apart from the children until she left them with me, so 
it was a momentous occasion for her…..and for me as well! 
 

This outreach has been very special for me. When I first signed up and got my background clearance 
from Ascentria I had no idea where or how I would contribute. My first contact with the family was 
when I delivered some electronics I had from when my sister died recently. I had no definite 
expectations that day but was greeted at the door by the father and was invited inside graciously by 
the family to have tea with them! Johnna was there with the four adults and two little ones trying to 
make out a grocery list with a huge language barrier and two small children running around! 
 

Since I love little children, I played with them while the list was written down. At the end of what was 
an hour and a half visit Johnna, and I decided I would come back another time to do childcare while 
she taught ESL to the adults. It turned out that I went back to do childcare while she took the adults to 
ESL in Worcester and the father was at work at his new part time job. 
 

The children are now in preschool so I don’t know what my next step will be, but I am looking forward 
to seeing what it will be!!!! 
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  BETTER TOGETHER~ ZION AND RECONCILIATION 
  JOINT OUTREACH and SOCIAL MINISTRY 

 

 

  

This Lenten season and in partnership with our brothers and sisters of Zion Lutheran Church, we are 
again focusing our support on the “Change the Babies” campaign benefiting the Mampong Babies 
Home in Ghana. 
 The Home houses 20 to 30 children whose mothers did not survive childbirth. Because of 
extreme poverty, illness, or other reasons the family cannot take care of the children and they are 
sent to the Home. In addition, the Home typically finds 2 or 3 babies a year abandoned by the river by 
destitute families. They are left there in the hopes they will be found and cared for. 
 Children stay from 4 to 5 years. It costs approximately $1,500 per year to raise a baby from 
birth to 5 years old at the Home. 
 Throughout this Lenten season, we will collect our spare change and make a collective 
donation to the Home. This diocese-wide mission is truly God’s work. Here we are truly making “our 
hands his hands.”  

 
PRAYER OF BLESSING FOR VESTRY MEMBERS 

 
On Sunday February 27, 2022, at 
the Church of the Reconciliation 
Pastor Michael Bastian said a prayer 
of Blessing for Vestry Members 
during the eleven o'clock service. 
Members introduced themselves and 
said a few words about their 
relationship to Reconciliation. 
 
 Vestry members in the group photo 
left to right: Liz Craver Treasurer, 
Cindy Osowski, Diane Keenan, 
Junior Warden John Kalisewski, 
Senior Warden Mark Rogers, and 
Clerk Karen Crosby. 
 
Additional members of the vestry not in 
the photo are Tiffany Poplawski, Gerry 
Berube and Nancy Sage. 
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TEAM ZION and RECONCILIATION TAKE THE FIELD FOR SOUPER 

BOWL OF CARING! 

Super Souper Bowl of Caring Church of the Reconciliation and Zion 
Lutheran, with a formidable team effort, collected 601 cans of soup to stock 
the shelves of the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf!  

 
Many stories of community love and caring emerged from the sidelines throughout our season. 
The Keenans were briefly on the injured reserve list with CoVid, but they reached out to friends 
and neighbors, sharing our mission. More than 60 cans were delivered to their doorstep, 
accompanied by friendly knocks and waves. Scott Zajkowski delivered another 60 cans from 
the St. Anthony of Padua’s Dudley Boy Scout troop directly to the Food Shelf. The Bay Path 
Beauties Book club donated 46 cans in celebration of one the reader’s cancer cure. Caitlin 
Seaman’s college friend, Kassy, made a generous contribution from California via Venmo. 
Holly Rekowski, a local hair stylist at Cuttin’ Loose, who has connected with us on Facebook 
and Instagram, and formerly contributed to the pasta challenge, came through again. It’s 
simply amazing how this endeavor has mushroomed through personal evangelism, social 
media, and newspaper articles. Thank you to everyone! Whether you brought cans week after 
week, stacked cans, dated cans, boxed cans or delivered cans to the Food Shelf, you helped 
us to follow Christ’s command to feed the hungry. It’s a good feeling to know that we “did our 
job!” 
 
 

 

 Cindy Osowski, Diane and Harold Keenan,   Erik Larson and Richard Clark 

         Shelley Christensen 

 
 



12 

 

 

Members of Zion’s family: Bennett Smith, David Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, 
Katy, Amy, Victor Lempicki, Trevor Olson, Judy Olson, Corey Goodwin, 
Don, Liesl Vossen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger 
Desaulniers 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. and  
Deborah L., Charles Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 

 
In Memory of Dawn Lindstrom 

To The Building Fund 
Given by Paul and Jean Peterson 

 
In Memory of Geri Siegmund 

To the General Fund 
Given by Barbara Steege 

                       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZION 
Bev Makowski 06 
Laurie Teece 12 

Karen Siegmund 13 
Amy Peterson 17 

Tyler Olson 18 
Jenna Foy 21 

William Peterson 26 
Carol Langer 31 

 
RECONCILIATION 
John Kaliszewki 9 

Shelley Christensen 12 
Barbara Vosburg 14 

Fayelinn Poplawski 21 
Lewis Rogers 30 
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JAN YTD Income YTD YTD 2021

Actual Jan- Jan Jan- Jan-

 Budget Variance

General Offering 8,885.06               8,885.06                 8,869.00               16.06                       8,479.50               

Designated Funds 2,068.00               2,068.00                 250.00                   1,818.00                255.00                   

Misc Income 21.00                      (21.00)                      

Thrivent Choice Dollars 50.00                      (50.00)                      

Total Income 10,953.06            10,953.06              9,190.00               1,763.06                8,734.50               

General Fund (9,259.18)             (9,259.18)               (10,091.00)          831.82                    (10,327.17)          

Designated Funds -                            

Total expenses (9,259.18)             (9,259.18)               (10,091.00)          831.82                    (10,327.17)          

Net Gain/Loss 1,693.88               1,693.88                 (901.00)                  2,594.88                (1,592.67)             

Total YTD income $10,953.08 including all funds is over budget by 1,763.06  and YTD expenses ($9,259.18) including all funds

 is under budget by $831.82

Please continue to mail in or drop-off your giving envelopes at the church so that we can continue to fulfill our

Synod pledge and meet all of our 2022 budget needs. 

Your continued support of "God's" work during these difficult times is a credit to everyone at Zion

and greatly appreciated

 MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF JANUARY 31, 2022


