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FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS  

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through 
Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or may 
view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with 
one another, you are invited to join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting 
ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for 
media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-132-298.  Operator will 
instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be connected to hear 
the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

 
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM 

SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
       

         
          Website: https://churchofthereconciliation 
       
The Church of the Reconciliation altar. 
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

Holy Week is unlike any week 

Jesus’ entrance into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday begins the fulfillment 

of his words in  John’s gospel: “The hour has come for the Son of Man 

to be glorified…Now is the time of judgment on this world; now the 

ruler of this world will be driven out. And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to 

myself.” Jesus is drawing us into this great mystery of his life and ministry: witnessing and passing 

through judgment; being drawn to the one lifted up; and making a choice. We are called to truly pay 

attention in these holy days: to allow ourselves to be drawn to the Lord, and thereby to be his 

followers and witnesses who are both sinners and saints, broken and beautiful. 

The Passion of our Lord as told in the four gospels give us many examples of this: the denial that 

springs from fear; the secrecy of a betrayal; the indignation when one’s security is threatened. We 

see this played out by the different characters: Peter, Judas, the chief priests – choices made, hearts 

revealed – each person choosing either to allow himself to be drawn to the one who has been lifted 

up or to the one who has exalted himself with subtle lies from the beginning. The Lord is drawing us 

into this great confrontation. 

How exactly does Jesus draw us? Jesus draws us by attracting us to his humility, and then he lifts us 

up by opening a path to the glory of God the Father. We see his goodness, and we want to be with 

him. We see his love outpoured and realize it is worth more than a life of independence, isolation, or 

holding fast to a piece of this world. None of this comes easily to us. We know of our human tendency 

to resist to be drawn by our Lord because we like to have and to keep control. 

Jesus showed the greatest patience for the weaknesses in behavior of those around him, especially 

his intimate community of disciples. He did not pursue what he judged best for himself, but only what 

the Father willed and what would be good for us. It is the beauty of his life-giving example which 

draws us, and at the same time leaves us with a choice – will we allow ourselves to be drawn? 

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ at Reconciliation and at Zion: Holy Week marks the hour that has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified. We are being drawn into that great paschal mystery of our 

Lord. Holy Week beckons us as individuals and as a community to be drawn through the humility and 

obedience of our Lord, so that we, too, and the whole world may follow in the footsteps of Jesus. Let 

us be drawn to the one who was lifted up for our sake.  

Blessed Easter – “He is Risen; he is risen indeed”. 

Pr. Michael + 
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HOLY WEEK – 2022 

 
PALM SUNDAY:   

On Sunday April 10, 2022, a 9:00 AM service will be held at Zion Lutheran.  The service will 
open with the procession of palms. 

At 11:00 AM the Palm Sunday service will be held at the Church of the Reconciliation. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY: 

On April 14, 2022, there will be a joint Maundy Thursday service at 7:00 PM at the Church of 
the Reconciliation.   This service will include Holy Communion, and the stripping of the altar. 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY: 

On April 15, 2022, Zion Lutheran will hold a 7:00 PM service. 
 
The Church of the Reconciliation will hold a Stations of the Cross at 12:00 noon. 

 

EASTER SUNDAY: 

On Easter Sunday April 17, 2022, Zion Lutheran will hold a 9:00 AM service in celebration 
of the Resurrection of our Lord.  The Church of the Reconciliation will hold an 11:00 AM 
Easter service. 

               
 

CHRIST HAS RISEN.  HE HAS RISEN INDEED.  
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During our Lenten Season we have enjoyed the Wednesday evening 
soup suppers. As we approach the end of Lent and the beginning of 
Holy Week our last supper will be on April 6th at Church of The 
Reconciliation  

 

 

LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS AND 
DEVOTIONS 

 
The chefs at Zion Lutheran Church 
and The Church of the Reconciliation 
prepared a tasty assortment of soups, 
salads, and breads for the March 16 
mid-week Lenten meal at Zion. Old 
and new friends are welcome to join 
us for fellowship, supper, and 
devotions on Wednesday evenings. 
The final soup dinner will be at the 
Church of the Reconciliation, 21 North 
Main Street, in Webster, on April 6 

 

L-R: Pat Bean, Janet Abissi,                     
Margaret Heide 

 

                                     

 

 

 

L-R: Pastor Rafaela Morales-Rosa,          
Isaac Gilliard, Liz Craver,                                      
Shirley Rossmeisl, Jackie Bonneau,                      
Cindy Osowski  
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RAISING OUR VOICES AGAIN! 
Zion’s Choir has resumed rehearsals after a long COVID hiatus, and we are currently rehearsing 
music for Easter Sunday.  We were 12 voices strong at our last rehearsal, and hope to be at 14 for 
Easter.  It was wonderful to have familiar faces back, but we always are looking for others who wish 
to join in the song!  We rehearse most Sundays right after church in our Sanctuary, and all are 
welcome.  Please see Chris Costello with any questions, or feel free to contact her at 
ccostello@cjaymusic.com or 1-774-200-6829. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OUR YOUNG ARTISTS ARE PREPARING FOR THE OPENING OF ZION’S 

 “EASTER SUNDAY GALLERY.” 
 
We will be fingertip painting again on Palm Sunday to complete our group creations. After hearing the 
Easter story again, there will certainly be another scramble to find the next six eggs to complete each 
child’s Resurrection box!  Stained glass butterflies are being painted at home this week.  Parents and 
grandparents, dust off your palettes or pull out those LEGOs to help your little Van Gogh surprise us 
with an independent project to enhance our first show on Easter morning. 
 

 
FOODS NEEDED THIS MONTH 
 
The foods most needed by the food pantry at this time include; jelly, coffee, 
ketchup and anything that is sugar free. 
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Zion Lutheran Church 
70 Main Street 

Oxford, MA 01540 
 

 
4th Sunday of Easter                        

Mother’s Day   Sunday, May 8, 2022 
 
 
 

 
MAKE  IT  A  FAMILY  DAY OF REJOICING  AND  REMEMBERING 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
 

After two years of limitations due to Covid, we are looking forward to Spring and Summer at Zion.  On 
the 4th Sunday of Easter, which is also Mother’s Day this year, we are planning a “welcome home 
family day”!  
 
Many of us have grown up in Zion with loving and supportive families.  Wouldn’t it be great to 
physically gather together on May 8th as “families” – acknowledging both our personal and our church 
family?  It will be a special day to give thanks for the way God has showered countless blessings 
upon us through all who are “family to us”!  As we pray and praise God, we will be giving honor and 
love to our beloved mothers, grandmothers, and those who have helped nurture us in the faith.    We 
will also lift up in our hearts the memory of those who have already gone before us into our heavenly 
home.   
 
A flower will be given to the mothers and grandmothers present with us at worship.  Flowers also will 
be available as a remembrance of those who have been such a blessing both in our family and in our 
parish.   
 

Our worship service will be at 9:00 a.m. and a special reception will follow.   
If weather permits, the reception will be outside in the open air. 

 
The readings on Easter 4 (May 8) will center on Psalm 23 and some of the Bible’s beautiful  “Good 
Shepherd images”.   
 
We hope that you and your family, from near or far, might be able to join us in body and/or in spirit on 
this special day.  As always, invite your family and friends! 
 
With love from the “Mother’s Day Planning Team” 

Marleen Bacon, Ken & Pat Bean, Penny Bergeson, Margaret  Heide,  
Sue Pierce, Sue Schade & Pastor Michael Bastian  
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AFGHAN RESETTLEMENT 
Cindy Osowski 

 

News from the Afghan Resettlement family is shown in the photo 
included with this article. It shows part of my recent visit with them. I 
was working with the dad who is looking forward to getting his drivers 
license in Massachusetts. His current home ESL lessons are focused 
on information that will be included on his drivers permit test. He has a 
book that includes multiple choice questions in English, which he is 
learning to speak.  He is very well informed on the “rules of the road” 
from his driving experience in Afghanistan but needs to learn the 

English words so he can read the road signs and pass the test. The children helped with the lesson 
by offering their toy cars and trucks for sample colors and road rules. A friend of his from his job at a 
supermarket has volunteered to be his translator when he goes for his test. 
 

Each of my visits has included interaction with all of the members of the family while I have tea with 
the adults and sometimes other volunteers. This time I was introduced to the mother and brother-in-
law of Robina in Afghanistan through her phone! She told them I was her American Grandmother! Her 
baby is due in May or June! Pastor Andrew has been there a couple of times also acting as their 
landlord. 
 

Our Joint Outreach group is helping to support this family and plans a baby shower for them 
sometime after Easter. The family is very thankful for what is being done for them through the Good 
Neighbor NST! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BETTER TOGETHER~ ZION AND RECONCILIATION 
JOINT OUTREACH and SOCIAL MINISTRY 

 

 This Lenten season and in partnership with our brothers and sisters of Zion Lutheran Church, 
we are again focusing our support on the “Change the Babies” campaign benefiting the Mampong 
Babies Home in Ghana. 
 The Home houses 20 to 30 children whose mothers did not survive childbirth. Because of 
extreme poverty, illness, or other reasons the family cannot take care of the children and they are 
sent to the Home. In addition, the Home typically finds 2 or 3 babies a year abandoned by the river by 
destitute families. They are left there in the hopes they will be found and cared for. 
 Children stay from 4 to 5 years. It costs approximately $1,500 per year to raise a baby from 
birth to 5 years old at the Home. 
 Throughout this Lenten season, we will collect our spare change and make a collective 
donation to the Home. This diocese-wide mission is truly God’s work. Here we are truly making “our 
hands his hands.”  
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PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 
 

Jackie Bonneau 
 

A group of five folks from our joint congregations will leave for 
14 days in the Holy Land on May 11th.  We will be part of a group 
of 26 folks, who meet in JFK to fly non-stop to Jerusalem to 
begin our adventure. Our special group includes Mark Rogers 
and Cindy Osowski from the Church of the reconciliation and 
Linda Brouillard, Susan Pierce and Jackie Bonneau from Zion, 
Our group of 26 is a very diverse one, with some folks in their 

20s, a few 80 or close.  We will even have 6 pastors with us!  Once there we will visit many sites we 
have all read about in the Bible including; Mount Moab and the mount of Temptations, Judean 
Dessert, pools of Bethesda, Shepherd’s Fields and caves, Jericho, the Sea of Galilee for a boat ride 
and Jordan River for a possible Baptism, Nazareth and Gethsemane! And so much more. 
 

See things like the Dead Sea scrolls, the Wailing Wall, and a scale model of how Jerusalem looked at 
the time Jesus walked there. We have been reading books, suggested by the leaders, and getting 
ready for it seems like weeks.  We are all so excited for this adventure and excited to share with you 
more when we get back! 

 
 
 

CERTICATE FROM SOUPER BOWL OF 
CARING 

 
Zion and Reconciliation collected 601 food 
items together. This is a copy of the certificate 
we received for the great work done by both 
congregations. THANK YOU  to all who 
helped collect food for those facing food 
insecurity. 
 
 

 
COBBLESTONES FOR MEMORIAL GARDEN 
"As the weather slowly starts to turn the corner, 
thoughts have already turned to our Outdoor 
Chapel! The pathway to our outdoor sanctuary 
has engraved stones of parishioners who are no 
longer with us physically but are remembered and 
cherished by many. This year if you would like to 
have a stone engraved for a loved one, or, in 
honor of someone special, stones will be available 
for purchase and engraving. If you are interested, 
please contact Caitlin Seaman,      774-289-8404 
or seaman.caitlin@gmail.com. Additional details 
about the dedication service and pricing to follow!" 

            Thanks!! Caitlin 
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GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 

                Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 
 
Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR to a 
weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday morning from 
9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, 
read and discuss.  

 
               

 HELPING UKRAINE 
Many of us feel the pull to help those who are 
suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you are looking 
for a way to help, Lutheran Disaster Response has 
created a direct way to donate to those most in need. 
For details, please visit https://elca.org/disaster 
    

 
 
 

 
INTERESTED IN HELPING OUT AT RECONCILIATION?  

Karen Crosby 
 

The following are the committees we have and who to talk to about them. 
Building and Grounds: Gerry Berube 

Mission and Outreach: Karen Crosby or Cindy Osowski 
Coffee Hour: Donna Kaliszewski 
Lector or Prayers: Sheri Rogers 

Altar Guild: Elaine Davies 
    Music: Susan Hurll-Bastian 

 
 

Greetings Zion! 
We are looking for Registered Nurses to fill a few spots during the 

summer. We hope that Calumet Nation can help spread the word and 
we will soon be fully staffed in our Health Center.  Contact Bonnie, our 

coordinator for nurses: blcaterson@aol.com 
Also, there are opportunities for people to work for Maintenance and 
Food Service.  If you think you know someone (or you are that 
someone!) who might be a good match for the summer, give us a yell. 

Contact Adam: adam@calumet.org 
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Members of Zion’s family: Janet Abissi, Bennett Smith, David Clifford, 
Karen,  Teresita, Katy, Amy, Victor Lempicki, Trevor Olson, Judy Olson, 
Corey Goodwin, Liesl Vossen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, 
Roger Desaulniers 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 

Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. and  
Deborah L., Charles Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 
 
 
 
 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Memory of Don Weinhart 
 

To The Building Fund 
Given by  

Paul and Jean Peterson 
Ed and Shirley Rossmeisl 

Lee Elliott 
Susan Schade 

 

The Memorial Fund 
Given by  

Jon and Pam Haggerty 
Earle Gaulzetti and Carolyn Salmonson 

Robert Sr. and Bernie Courteanche 
Vin and Sandi Grzyb 

Lorett Chabot 
The Porter Family 

The Barrowes Family 
 

In Memory of Jean Miller 
 

The Memorial Fund 
Given by Kevin Beno 

 

 

 
Zion 

Janet Abissi 05 
Allison Schur 05 
Erin Legier 07 
Lois Bernier 08 
Ben Schur 12 

Shirley Rossmeisl  27 
Paula Clark 28 

 
Reconciliation 
Mark Rogers 1 

Cindy Osowski 8 
Jane Howell 10 
Travis Howell 10 
Karen Crosby 22 
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ZION FINANCIAL REPORT 
 
          
  MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT AS OF MARCH 31, 2022   
          
 Mar  YTD Income  YTD  YTD  2021 

 Actual  Jan-Mar  Jan-Mar  Jan-Mar  Jan-Mar 

      Budget  Variance   
          

General Offering 

                

7,296.00   

               

23,657.06                26,607.00   

               

(2,949.94)  

             

37,998.50  

Designated Funds 

                    

665.00   

                  

3,283.00   

                    

750.00   

                 

2,533.00   

                    

730.00  

          

Misc Income     
                       

63.00   

                      

(63.00)   

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

                       

33.00   

                         

33.00    

                    

150.00    

                   

(117.00)   

                       

27.00  

Total Income 

                

7,994.00   

               

26,973.06                27,570.00   

                   

(596.94)  

             

38,755.50  

          

General Fund 

           

(10,408.09)  

             

(29,863.99)  

           

(30,262.00)  

                     

398.01   

           

(27,317.62) 

Designated Funds 

                  

(305.00)  

                    

(305.00)   

                                 

-      

                   

(305.00)   

                  

(125.00) 

Total expenses 

           

(10,713.09)  

             

(30,168.99)  

           

(30,262.00)  

                        

93.01   

           

(27,442.62) 

          

Net Gain/Loss 

              

(2,719.09)  

                

(3,195.93)  

              

(2,692.00)  

                   

(503.93)  

             

11,312.88  

          
          
Total YTD income $26,973.06 including all funds is under budget by 596.94  and YTD expenses ($30,168.99) including all funds 

 is under budget by $93.01         
          
          
Please continue to mail in or drop-off your giving envelopes at the church so that we can continue to fulfill our 

Synod pledge and meet all of our 2022 budget needs.        
          
Your continued support of "God's" work during these difficult times is a credit to everyone at Zion   
and greatly appreciated          

 
 

  


