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 PHOTO BY LOUISA KLAVEN 

FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS  

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through Zion’s Facebook and join us 
when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with one another, you are invited to 
join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID 
code is 746-132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be 
connected to hear the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
       

 
 
 
 
Website: https://churchofthereconciliation 
       
     The Church of the Reconciliation  
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

 

 

I have read a good many books on the German reformer, Martin Luther. 

Only recently did I finish my first book on his wife, Katharina (1499-

1552). Luther was born in Eisleben, Saxony, in Germany (Nov.1483). 

He was a theologian, a prolific writer, and a religious reformer that 

sparked the Protestant Reformation. 

He was also a devoted husband who once wrote, “There is no more 

lovely, friendly, and charming relationship, communion, or company than a good marriage.” Luther 

met Katharina von Bora in 1523 when she came under his protection in Wittenberg. She was a 

former nun who had escaped her Cistercian cloister by hiding in a grocer’s covered wagon.  

The Reformation was in its infancy and people were shocked when former nuns, monks, and priests 

got married. Many of Luther’s friends were scandalized when he told them he was thinking of 

marrying von Bora but eventually he decided that his marriage would “please his father, rile the pope, 

cause the angels to laugh and the devil to weep.” Their marriage took place on June 13th, 1525. 

The newlyweds moved into a former monastery that was called “the Black Cloister.” Kate had the 

building painted white and remodeled it to allow for more spacious rooms. She also took over the 

family finances. Luther made a relatively modest income, so she helped out by purchasing and 

cultivating farmland for gardens, orchards, brewing beer and raising cows, chickens, geese, pigs, and 

bees. To supplement their income, she took in boarders. She also saw to it that Luther took care of 

himself, making sure he ate regularly and dressed properly.  

Together they had six children of their own and also, at one point, took in Luther’s six nephews and 

nieces. By all accounts, their home was a lively and happy place. They played lawn bowling together, 

made music and sang, and often hosted Luther’s students and colleagues for dinner. Katharina knew 

enough Latin and Scripture to engage in dinnertime debates, a habit Luther encouraged. He called 

her his beloved “Katie”.  

I learned a great deal about Katharina von Bora, this dedicated follower of Christ who was very much 

her own person. The course of the Protestant Reformation would not have been possible without 

Katharina at Martin’s side offering her ingenuity, her love and support.  

Pr. Michael + 
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 ZION’S COUNCIL CONNECTION 

Isaac Gilliard 

 Zion’s Council President 

                                                

 

 

 

 
Council Connection June 1, 202, 
 
Our council meeting was completely focused on Pastor Michael’s upcoming installation. We met with 
our full council and the members of the leadership group from Church of the Reconciliation. We 
resolved to create a joint worship committee to work out the details of the service and that group has 
already met, and the plans are being formalized.  
 
On another note, I wanted to ask that each board or committee that supports Zion volunteer to run 
one coffee hour over the summer. I will be placing a sign-up list in the fellowship hall this week. The 
start date will be July 10.  
 
The council will meet again on June 14 via Zoom. If you would like to attend the meeting, please 
forward an email to iwg34t@gmail.com and I will forward the Zoom address to you.  
 
Thank you, Isaac, 
 

INSTALLATION NEWS 
 

Dear Members of Zion Lutheran Church and Church of the Reconciliation: 
 

June 22, 2022 – INSTALLATION/CELEBRATION OF NEW MINISTRY 
 
It gives me great pleasure to announce that we will have our long-awaited joint 
Installation Service for  Pr. Michael on June 22 at 7:00 pm at The Church of the 
Reconciliation. We anticipate that we will  finish the installation around 8:30 and as 
such we will not have a formal fellowship after the ceremony. 
 
July 10, 2022 - POST  INSTALLATION  FELLOWSHIP EVENT 
 

       On July 10, 2022, we will hold a joint fellowship for both congregations. The event                
       will be held off site and details will follow. 

 
 
 
PENTECOST WORSHIP SERVICE JUNE 5 Our service will be held indoors this 
year. Please wear red in celebration of the day. A reading from the book of Acts 
will be offered in various languages. Episcopal Bishop Doug Fisher from the 
diocese of Western MA will be visiting Church of The Reconciliation on Pentecost 
Sunday.  
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NEW ENGLAND SYNOD 

ASSEMBLY June 9-11, 2022 

 
 
Pastor Michael, Maydee Morales and Isaac Gilliard will be attending the NE Synod meeting at the 
DCU in Worcester June 9-11. Maydee and Isaac will also be attending the 2022 ELCA 
Churchwide Assembly to be held in Columbus, Ohio, Aug. 8-12, at the Greater Columbus 
Convention Center. The theme is Embody the Word.  

 

CALUMET WALK THE WALK 
Paul Peterson 

  
You may have heard of Camp Calumet's fundraiser "Walk the Walk". It is 
an easy way to get some exercise and also support Calumet.The walk 
period starts on July 1 and ends August 31. Participants keep a log of 
their miles and report them four times throughout the summer. The hope 
is that by September 1, 2020, Calumet will hit the 350,000 mile mark (this 
years goal). Last year we hit 269,000 miles. People can run, and swim 
and bike, and hike. All that matters is we report the miles. Registration for 
the walk begins May 15--people can sign up anytime before the walk 
ends on August 31. 
If you want to be listed with Zion's team, make that notation when you 
sign up. Contact me if you have any questions. 

 
 
 
TEEN CHALLENGE PROGRAM 

Karen Crosby 

Church of the Reconciliation will be collecting men and women 

clothing for Teen Challenge. Teen Challenge is a faith-based non-

profit residential program to help women, men, and teenagers’ 

freedom from addiction and other life-controlling issues through 

Christ-centered solutions. Usually, residents come to the program 

with just the clothes on their back. All clothing donations can be 

brought to the bell tower at Reconciliation. We ask that the clothes be free of rips, stains, holes, or 

tears. Thank you! 

 
 

Food shelf needs for the summer include jelly, canned pasta, granola bars, 
fruit cups, Crackers and other healthy snacks for children who will be out of 
school for the summer. 
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MOTHERS DAY AT ZION 
 

 AMAZING LOVE 
           Paula Clark 
 
Tessa, Analiz, Cash, Amelia, Addison, and Allie have been learning and thinking about God’s  love in 
our recent Sunday morning children’s sessions. They talked about their families and the ways in 
which their families show love. At home, the children drew pictures of their families, including pets. 
The theme of love was expanded when Pastor Michael blessed  them in a ministry moment about 
Baptism. As he made the sign of the cross on their foreheads with water from the Baptismal font,  he 
reaffirmed that God loves them and knows all about each one of them. Next, they traced their hands 
and decorated their prints. Their young minds grappled with and were quite impressed with their 
“unique selves.”  No one else in the world who lived before them or will live after them will have their 
fingerprints!  Hands of our church family members were outlined, too, and arranged in a large heart to 
demonstrate that God knows and loves our church family. For Good Shepherd Sunday which 
coincided with Mother’s Day, Caitlin and Erika showed a short video about Jesus loving everyone in 
His flock. Cotton ball sheep were glued and taken home as “hands on” reminders of this Bible story. A 
surprise for Pentecost is being planned. Caution…winds and flames are expected. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your smiles, encouragement, and appreciation of their artwork. Our 
children are receiving the message that they are an important part of our of church family. We are 
happy to welcome cousins and friends to join us. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
THANK YOU FROM EVANGELISM 

 
Thank you to all who made the Mother’s Day service so special.  Carnations were 
given to all who wanted one and everyone was encouraged to bring a carnation to 
someone else.  The Fellowship Hall was filled with happy families and good food was 
plentiful and enjoyed by all. 

A big thank you to the children of Zion for the amazing family display.  The outlined handprints of the 
Zion members remind us that we are a family of God.  We can’t forget the adults who work with the 
children – Paula, Erica, Caitlin, Pastor Rafaela and Nialani.   You all are truly special people. 
As Pastor Michael said, “the church looked beautiful” and indeed it did.              
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COBBLESTONES FOR MEMORIAL GARDEN 
 
 
We are moving right along with the stones and the 
dedication for the Memorial Garden in our Outdoor 
Chapel. We currently have 11 stones that are being 
purchased. For those that were inquiring about a price, 
Mercer Monument Works out of Dudley, has quoted $60 
per stone, with the ability to do a 3-line inscription. If you 
are interested in purchasing a stone in memory or in 
honor of someone, please contact Caitlin 
Seaman, seaman.caitlin@gmail.com or 774-289-8404. 

 
  
GOOD NEIGHBOR AFGHAN RESETTLEMENT 
GROUP VISITS WORCESTER’S ECOTARIUM  

Cindy Osowski 
 
During the April School vacation I accompanied 
Johnna Doyle, one of the volunteer teachers with our 
Good Neighbor Afghan Resettlement group to the 
Ecotarium in Worcester, MA. We took the Mom of our 
family and seven children for a day of fun with us. This 
photo was taken after a walk on one of the trails there. 
With limited English in the family we wondered if it 
would work out, but everyone from ages three to eighty 
had a wonderful time! 

 
 

Paula Clark and I went to the Afghan house for a shopping trip in April, but before we could leave the 
ladies had to show us some dresses they were given. Johnna, our leader for the day, decided to try 
on a couple of the dresses! They were such beautiful dresses! It was a great beginning to our visit 
that day! 
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JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY and OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
Paula Kilian Clark 

 
YOU’RE INVITED…At our joint service at Zion on July 31, we are having a 
birthday party for both of our congregations! Cakes will be on the menu for our 
fellowship. How will we connect this fete to ministry and outreach? In 
celebration of our founding dates,  we will attempt to make someone else’s 
birthday a little sweeter. Our neighbors who are experiencing hardship may be 
unable to afford a cake or the ingredients to bake one. Throughout June and 
July we will be making “cake kits.” Each kit includes a boxed cake mix, canned 
frosting, candles, and a can of soda (which substitutes for eggs and oils). All 
ingredients are packaged in disposable cake pans. Feel free to add sprinkles, 
colorful napkins, etc. Kits may be prepared for adults or children and will be 
distributed through our local food pantries. 
 

 
 
MAMPONG BABIES HOME…We are grateful for your contributions to the Change the Babies, 
enabling us to donate almost $800 to the Mampong Babies Home in Kumasi, Ghana. The orphanage 
cares for infants whose mothers have died in childbirth. Children remain at the home for 4 - 5 years 
until their families are able to care for them. Your generous gifts of love will support one child for 
approximately 2 1/2 years! 
 
IT’S A BOY!  Our NST family is expecting the arrival of a son, on the approximate date of June 23. 
The name has been decided upon, but the spelling to be used for “Mohammed” has not yet been 
determined. There are several variations of spelling in the languages spoken by the family. We are 
curious to learn what will appear on the birth certificate of this first child born in the United States. 
Thank you for the “ghost shower” presents and gift certificates placed in the cradle at Zion Lutheran 
and the “Pack and Play” at the Church of the Reconciliation. Many gifts from the Amazon baby 
registry have also been delivered. A “wrapping party” is scheduled for the first week of June and the 
shower will take place shortly afterwards. We look forward to sharing a few discreet photos so 
everyone can share in the joy. 
 

 
GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 

Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 
 
Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR to a 
weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday morning from 
9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, 
read and discuss.  
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HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to help those 
who are suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you are looking 
for a way to help, Lutheran Disaster Response has created a 
direct way to donate to those most in need. For details, please 
visit https://elca.org/disaster 
 
 
 

          
Members of Zion’s family: Janet Abissi, Heide smith, Bennett Smith, David 
Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, Katy, Amy, Victor Lempicki, Judy Olson, Corey 
Goodwin, Liesl Vossen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger 
Desaulniers 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., Nicholas, 
Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. and Deborah L., Charles 
Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 

 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                              

 
 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 

Zion 
Rev. Kenneth Bean 05 

Paul Peterson 06 
Arthur G. Siegmund 10 

Janice Masi 12 
Kyle Bergeson 23 
Timothy Schur 25 

Jennifer Peterson 26 
Jessica Rivers 30 

 

Reconciliation 
Linda Marcustre 9 

Joshuua Agordekpe 15 
Elaine Davies 21 

 


