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FOR JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS  

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through 
Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or may 
view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with 
one another, you are invited to join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting 
ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for 
media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-132-298.  Operator will 
instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be connected to hear 
the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

 
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM 

SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
       

         
          Website: https://churchofthereconciliation 
       
The Church of the Reconciliation altar. 
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

 

 

Dear friends in Christ at Church of The Reconciliation and Zion 

Lutheran, 

 

We are now in the season called “Eastertide” – the fifty days from Easter to Pentecost. I hope you 

have looked at the Easter Art Gallery that is currently on display in our narthex. Children from Zion 

have created several drawings and a colorful Lego cross, to share with all how they see, feel and 

understand the significance of the Easter story. We are using each Sunday leading up to Pentecost a 

new picture of a child’s painting or arts and craft on the front page of our worship bulletin. I have 

stopped several times on my way to the office to look more closely at these beautiful presentations. I 

see in these different presentations joy, light, rainbow colors, all pointing to new life, to celebration. 

There is no “one way only” to express our feelings and our faith how the story of Easter speaks to us 

and into our lives. Thank you to all children (and their adult helpers who inspired them) for sharing 

with us your visual image of Easter.  

 

In the four gospels we are blessed with several different stories about the Resurrection of Jesus. 

Again, there is no “one way” in the gospels to describe this reality. John’s gospel has several 

resurrection stories. In one we are told that while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb 

and when she gets there, she is confused that the tomb is empty. She asks a person she believes to 

be the gardener where the dead body of Jesus is. It takes a while for Mary to realize that into the 

darkness of her grief and confusion comes the Risen Jesus.  

 

In Luke’s gospel women go to the tomb to anoint the body of Jesus. However, the body is not there 

but two men in dazzling clothes are. The women are “terrified”. The angels tell them that “Jesus is 

risen just like he told you he would”. “Remember how he told you, that the Son of Man would be 

handed over to sinners and be crucified and on the third day rise again.” We read that the women 

remembered and went to tell the disciples who unfortunately brushed their story off. 

 

Is this Easter a time you need to remember? To remember all the grace there has been in your life.  

There are many and different stories of the Resurrection in Mathew, Mark, Luke and John. I invite you 

to read them closely and to see which one is written for you this Easter. And, when you come to Zion 

for worship on Sundays stop by the children’s Easter gallery and see how they tell the story of Jesus’ 

resurrection.  

 

Easter Greetings, Pr. Michael + 
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OUR BRIGHT FUTURE 
      Paula Kilian Clark 
 

The children’s first Easter Gallery opened at Zion on April 17 to the acclaim of all who viewed the 
exhibit. Thanks to our artists, Tessa, Addison, Allie, Amelia, and Cash for sharing their impressions of 
the meaning of Easter. For three Sundays we learned about the events of Holy Week. Palm Sunday 
donkey ears and a Resurrection Box Easter egg hunt helped to tell The Story in a child friendly way. 
And they truly listened! Addison asked her dad to read the Bible to her and talked with him about the 
women who brought spices to the tomb. Cash wanted to know if there were any living descendants of 
the donkey that rode into Jerusalem. He would like to feed them hay and keep them safe. 
Now, we are learning about God’s love shown in the creation of our individual uniqueness, God’s love 
manifested in our families, and God’s work in Baptism and our church family. Pastor Michael has a 
children’s ministry moment planned to refresh their understanding of what it means to be baptized. 
These small lessons will culminate in another surprise on Mothers and Family Day on May 6. 
Thank you to Caitlin, Erika, Nialoni, and Pastor Rafaela for helping with our projects. Thank you to 
Pastor Michael for printing their artwork on our Easter season bulletins. Thank you, Caitlin, for the 
Easter bulletin inserts. Thank you to everyone for complimenting their work and showing our beautiful 
children that they are valued members of Zion. “It takes a village.” 
There is a container in the Narthex that has some “new to us” children’s books, crayons and color 

books. Please return items at the close of service for sanitizing. Thank you, Paula 
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Zion Lutheran Church 
70 Main Street 

Oxford, MA 01540 
 

 
4th Sunday of Easter                        

Mother’s Day   Sunday, May 8, 2022 
 
 
 

 

Make Mother’s Day (Easter 4) a “Family Day” at Zion 
 

So many years, so many changes, so many lives have been shaped in the midst of Zion or Emanuel 
Lutheran or in the Episcopal Church of the Reconciliation. Our faith, our hearts, our souls have been 
nurtured by many loving mothers, grandmothers or special persons who took interest in our lives.  As 
we come to another Mother’s Day consider what it might mean if we could really make it a “family 
day” starting with worshipping together and/or remembering together. 
 
Did you grow up at Zion (or Emanuel, or COR)?   Chances are, it took a “family” and other persons 
to help plant those seeds of faith which have grown in you.  For those who still have family near at 
hand wouldn’t it be a special joy to be together as family on Mother’s Day?  Ask your child.  Ask 
your parent.  Come!   
 
Do you have a mother, grandmother, or mother-figure who would love to sit beside you in 
church again?  just come, enjoy the singing of God’s praises, and hearing God’s word TOGETHER! 
Talk to one another and plan a special day beginning in worship! 
 
Do you have a dearly loved mother or grandmother who now rests in God’s arms?  Imagine 
them in your heart.  Remember them with thanksgiving and prayer as you come to worship on May 
8th!  The readings on Easter 4 will also Center on Psalm 23 & some of the Bible’s beautiful “Good 
Shepherd images”.  Come!  Take home a flower given  in love and remembrance.   
 
Zion’s children will again have a special family day array of pictures and art work to display! 
Come & see!! 
 

Our Worship Service will be at 9:00 a.m. 
A special reception will follow for all! 

 
Zion’s Evangelism Team is hosting the day’s activities.   
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EASTER  SERVICES AT ZION AND RECONCILIATION, APRIL 17, 2022 
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   TRAVEL BLESSING 
 

Pr. Michael will offer a Travel Blessing at Zion and Church of the 

Reconciliation for Linda, Jackie, Susan, Cindy, and Mark who are 

travelling with others to the Holy Land in May. The group will be 

visiting Israel and several biblical sights and places in the Old and 

New Testament. We accompany our fellow brothers and sisters in 

Christ from our two churches with our prayers and blessings for safe 

travels and memorable experiences in the Holy Land. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PROPERTY NOTES 

Paul Peterson 
 
We had a great outdoor clean-up morning on April 2. It was cold and windy, but we accomplished a 
lot. Thanks to all those who were able to participate: Brian Bercier, Linda Brouillard, Glen Elliot, Bud 
Fischvogt, Isaac Gilliard, Will Peterson,  Paul Peterson, Ed Rossmeisl, Sue Schade, and Jim Vogel.  
 

We need to keep up with outdoor maintenance this summer, including outdoor chapel clean-up, yard 
maintenance, trimming, garden care and mowing. Please contact me or Isaac if you can help with 
this.  

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 
Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

 
Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR to a 
weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday morning from 
9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, read 
and discuss.  
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           STAMP OUT HUNGER FOOD DRIVE. 
    Laurie Larson  
 On Saturday, May 14, the National Association of Letter Carriers 
will hold its 30th annual Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive. This 
hasn’t happened for the past two years due to the Covid 19 
pandemic.  
  
Oxford residents should all be receiving a post card in their 

mailbox alerting them to the Letter Carriers’ Food Drive. They will be asked to leave bagged, 
nonperishable food items at their mailbox to be picked up by their carrier on the 14th. All donations will 
be brought to the Oxford food pantry where volunteers will date-check the cans and boxes to make 
sure that the items are within date. Items will then be boxed by food type, weighed, and stored away 
for future use. 
 

Please let Laurie Larson (508 765 9655) know if you are available and interested in helping out 
on May 14. We are looking for people to cover shifts from:11:00 – 1:30 or from 1:30 – 4:00 
If you want to help out, but can’t commit to that long, feel free to come down and help for as long as 
you are able. It is usually a very rewarding and fun day to be together. 

                                                                                                                             
TEEN CHALLENGE PROGRAM 

Karen Crosby 

Church of the Reconciliation will be collecting men and women 

clothing for Teen Challenge. Teen Challenge is a faith-based non-

profit residential program to help women, men, and teenagers’ 

freedom from addiction and other life-controlling issues through 

Christ-centered solutions. Usually, residents come to the program 

with just the clothes on their back. All clothing donations can be 

brought to the bell tower at Reconciliation. We ask that the clothes be free of rips, stains, holes, or 

tears. Thank you! 

GOOD NEIGHBORS GOOD NEWS 

OUR NST FAMILY IS EXPECTING A BABY BOY! 

HELP WELCOME THE NEW BABY AND SHOWER OUR FAMILY 

THROUGHOUT THE MONTH OF MAY 

THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO SHARE IN THE JOY: 

GIVE A GIFT OF YOUR CHOICE AND PLACE IT IN THE APPROPRIATE CONTAINER AT YOUR CHURCH 

GIVE A WALMART GIFT CERTIFICATE 

SELECT A GIFT FROM THE WALMART REGISTRY LINK (ending June 1) 

 Walmart.com/babyregistry. USE GOOD AS THE FIRST NAME AND NEIGHBOR AS LAST NAME. THE 

STATE TO BE ENTERED IS MASSACHUSETTS 

If you have any questions or ideas to share, please talk with Cindy Osowski at Church of the 

Reconciliation or Paula Clark at Zion 



9 

 

 

 
JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY AND OUTREACH    

 
LET’S CELEBRATE!  

Paula Kilian Clark 
 

Our “adopted” Afghan family, assisted by Ascentria and our Good Neighbors NST, is looking forward 
to the arrival of a baby boy in mid-June. We have planned a “ghost shower” throughout the month of 
May. You, indeed, may be wondering “what is a ghost shower.” In a roundabout way, this is how it 
works: 
 
Cindy Osowski, Johnna Doyle and I went on a shopping foray to give the expectant mom and her 
daughter a glimpse of carriages, high chairs, cribs, car seats, baby toys and infant clothing available 
at a Walmart Super Store. Amid much laughter, miming and gesturing, mom gave us ideas about her 
wishes.  These items are now listed on the Good Neighbors Massachusetts Walmart baby registry. 
This should be very helpful for those of us who might be unsure of what to give and want to avoid 
duplicates. 
 
Gift certificates to Walmart also would be appreciated as the store is conveniently located near the 
family home. Babies certainly grow quickly and these cards can be used for diapers and other 
necessities. 
 
For those who prefer to offer a handmade present or a gift of your choice, there will be a cradle in the 
narthex at Zion Lutheran and a Pack and Play at the Church of the Reconciliation where you can 
leave your presents. 
 
In the first week of June, gifts from the registry will be wrapped, gift certificates and your packages will 
be collected. A few of the “grandmothers” and teachers who have been working with our new friends 
will deliver these items to the family’s home. We hope to snap a few photos that will respect the 
family’s privacy, but give you a glimpse of the joy and excitement. Let’s help “shower” the new arrival 
and his family with our love and good wishes! 
 
 

COBBLESTONES FOR MEMORIAL GARDEN 
"As the weather slowly starts to turn the corner, 
thoughts have already turned to our Outdoor Chapel! 
The pathway to our outdoor sanctuary has engraved 
stones of parishioners who are no longer with us 
physically but are remembered and cherished by many. 
This year if you would like to have a stone engraved for 
a loved one, or, in honor of someone special, stones 
will be available for purchase and engraving. If you are 
interested, please contact Caitlin Seaman,      774-
289-8404 or seaman.caitlin@gmail.com. Additional 
details about the dedication service and pricing to 
follow!" Thanks!! Caitlin          

         
 



10 

 

 

PENTECOST GERANIUMS: Order forms will be available Sunday, May 8th. The 
cost is $7.50 per plant. The cost has not increased from last year. The deadline to 
order is Sunday, May 22nd. If you would like to order, please fill out the form and 
return it to the church. 
 

 
HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to help those 
who are suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you are looking 
for a way to help, Lutheran Disaster Response has created a 
direct way to donate to those most in need. For details, please 
visit https://elca.org/disaster 
 
 
            

Members of Zion’s family: Janet Abissi, Heide smith, Bennett Smith, David 
Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, Katy, Amy, Victor Lempicki, Judy Olson, Corey 
Goodwin, Liesl Vossen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger 
Desaulniers 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., Nicholas, 
Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. and Deborah L., Charles 
Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 

 
                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Memory of Jean Miller 
 

To The Memorial Fund 
Given by  

 

William and Debra Berube 
Kris Canty 

 
 

 
 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Zion 
Evan Desmarias 14 
Robert Laurens 16 
Adrienne Schur 24 
David Clifford 26 

Jacob Jonasch 26 
Patricia Bean 27 

 

Reconciliation 
Rachel Rogers 3 

Samantha Kalisznski 10 
Ben Craver 11 

George Harper 17 
Nancy Sage 24 

Logan Crosby 21 
Robert Przybylek 21 

Khadijah Agordekpe 25 
Wanda Tupaj 26 

 


