
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JOINT NEWSLETTER 
SEPTEMBER 2022  



2 
 
 

C 

JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP 
INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be 
able to navigate through Zion’s 
Facebook and join us when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with one another, you are invited to 
join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID 
code is 746-132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be 
connected to hear the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 
AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 

  
 
 
Website: https://churchofthereconciliation 
       
     The Church of the Reconciliation  
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL 

Do you feel the slight shift in the air? That nearly 
imperceptible lessening of the sun, the quieting of cicadas, 
and the feeling that summer is coming to an end? That’s 
right, summer is nearly over. There are exciting things 
happening at Zion and Reconciliation over the next 
several weeks that we would love for you to be part of. I 
would like to highlight some of the ways we are inviting 
you to connect with our ministry. 

At Zion Lutheran, Sunday School Rally Day on 
September 18, 2022, celebrates our children joining 
together to start another year of learning about God, and 

Jesus. Children of all ages are invited to meet during the readings and sermon. They rejoin the 
service in time to receive communion with their families. Parents and grandparents are 
welcome to come along with us. Generally, the classes focus on the Gospel or lessons for the 
day, include some type of hands-on activity and close with prayers. Find more details and 
contact information our newsletter. 

Church of the Reconciliation will host a Lunch for Veterans provided by Building Bridges 
on Wed. Sept. 21, 2022, at noon. Building Bridges brings veterans together with 
complimentary meals to share friendship and support, building a trusting community of 
support and healing. This new venture is another of our efforts at joint ministry between our 
two congregations. For more information look inside of our newsletter.  

Cindy O. provides an update on her engagement with an Afghan family in Worcester. Zion 
and Reconciliation are together involved with other churches and community groups in 
supporting this family of ten following their relocation to the U.S. If you are interested in 
being part of this Neighborhood Support Team, please contact Paula at Zion or Cindy at 
Reconciliation. It has truly been a blessed experience for them. 

That is a slice of some of the things that are coming up, but please read inside for more news 
and interesting updates on our ministries! 

Finally, I am grateful to all helpers and volunteers who have assisted us before, during, and 
after our Sunday morning worship services in our beautiful outdoor chapel. We have not 
missed a Sunday since July 04th. Thank you to many hands and good people to make this 
possible. We’ll have another joint service between Zion and Reconciliation this Sunday, Sept. 
04th at 10:00 AM.  

Yours in Christ,   

Pr. Michael + 
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THE PASSING OF PASTOR KEN BEAN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our beloved friend, and brother in Christ, Pr. Ken Bean, passed away peacefully 
Tuesday morning. For weeks Ken had been eagerly awaiting his return to God, and 
now we give thanks that they are reunited.  
  
Pr. Ken served for 35 years at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Westborough, MA. 
Following his retirement, Ken and his wife, Pat, relocated to Webster, MA and 
worshipped and fellowshipped with us at Zion. For years he blessed Good Shepherd 
and Zion Lutheran and the wider church with his gifts, his love, wisdom, and deep 
commitment to Jesus and his mission.  
 
Our love and prayers go out to Ken’s family, friends and loved ones as they mourn his 
passing and give thanks for his life. May Ken’s loving and gentle faith inspire us as we 
journey forward in this world. 
 
May he rest in peace and rise in glory.  
Pr. Michael + 



5 
 
 

 
 

CELEBRATION LUNCHEON 

THE INSTALLATION OF PASTOR MICHAEL 

JULY 10, 2022 

POINT BREEZE, WEBSTER MA 
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SUMMER 2022 
WORSHIP IN THE OUTDOOR CHAPEL 

Getting the outdoor chapel ready on June 29, 2022 for 
our outdoor worship. Workers include Jackie 
Bonneau, Paul Peterson, Linda Brouillard, Will 
Peterson, Laurie Larson, Isaac Gilliard, Kirsten 
Larson, Richard Clark, Paula Clark, Cash Seaman. 
Missing from the picture but hard at work is John 
Sullivan, Bud Fischvogt and Erik Larson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER UPDATES FROM JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY AND OUTREACH 
Paula Kilian Clark 

To share our birthday joy in our combined 284 years of ministries in Webster and 
Oxford, the Church of the Reconciliation and Zion Lutheran Church members 
assembled 40 birthday cake kits that were delivered to the Oxford Ecumenical 
Food Shelf and the Food Share at the United Church of Christ in Webster. 
Imagine the smiles of our neighbors in need whose special day will be made a bit 
sweeter. 
 

Twenty-seven backpacks and piles of notebooks, 
crayons, writing implements, rulers and other 
school necessities were donated to the patrons of 
Food Share at the United Church of Christ in Webster. 
Karen Crosby tells us that those supplies have been 
distributed to students already and that parents were 
surprised by and grateful for our gifts. The director 
wrote us, “Thank you for the backpacks and supplies. 
We were able to help so many families. The first two 
families had three kids each and they got to pick out 

their own backpacks. It was amazing to see how happy they were.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 

       Paula Kilian Clark 

 

Sunday School Rally Day on September 18, 2022, celebrates 
our children joining together to start another year of learning about 
God, our Father and Jesus, our Lord. Children of all ages are 
invited to meet during the readings and sermon. They rejoin the 
service in time to receive communion with their families. Parents 
and grandparents are welcome to work along with us. Cousins, 
friends and visitors are always welcome. Generally, the classes 
focus on the Gospel or lessons for the day, include some type of 
hands on activity and close with prayers. Our little ones usually 
share what they have been thinking about during the closing 
announcements and receive a special blessing from Pastor   
Michael. Please contact Paula Clark via e-mail 
at pbard25@aol.com if you have questions. 
 
 
Cash, Allie and Addison invite all children to join us for “prayers on 
the stairs.” 

 

 

 

 
 

JAMMING TOGETHER… 

OUR  JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY SEPTEMBER OUTREACH PROJECT 

Paula Kilian Clark 

During September, we are soliciting donations of 
jams and jellies of any flavor. Sugar free jars are 
appreciated too. These items are needed because 
food pantries receive peanut butter distributed by 
the Worcester County Food Bank, but not jelly. 
”PBJ’s” are quick snacks or, in some cases, 
inexpensive meals that children can prepare 
themselves. Certainly, many adults who pick up a 
loaf of bread at their local pantries enjoy toast and 
jelly with their morning coffee. Let’s jam for Jesus! 
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PROPERTY NOTES 

Paul Peterson 

Many thanks to those who helped with Outdoor Chapel cleanup 
during the summer months. We had an initial clean-up on June 29 organized by some of our church 
ladies which resulted in a 9- person work party.  This year we have been blessed with weather that 
permitted use of the chapel every week.  
 
Thanks to those who have been doing pre-service clean-up on a weekly basis. It seems that every 
week there were branches, acorns, etc which needed attention. One week there was a huge tree that 
fell across the memorial garden walkway.  
 
We have a new(used) stove in the kitchen which was donated to us. Thanks to Bud Fischvogt for 
installing it and disposing of our old stove. 
 
We will be needing volunteers to help clean the church interior now that inside services will be 
resuming. There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. 
 
Paul Peterson 
 

 
ZION STEWARDSHIP 

         Paul Peterson, Stewardship Chairperson 
 
This Fall we plan to have a stewardship campaign using the Synod's 
resource "our Daily Bread".  
 
When we pray in the Lord's Prayer, "Give us today our daily bread". 
we pray not just for what is to come, but a recognition that God 
provides what is needed now. We pray in gratitude for what was 
there the day before. We pray that we might trust it to be there 
tomorrow. We pray that what we have might be used well and 
shared for the flourishing of all. 
 

The theme scripture for this series is the story of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath (1 Kings 17:7-16).  
 
We plan to include this stewardship emphasis as part of some Fall worship services. We will be 
soliciting help from our members, both old and young. Perhaps some of our bread makers will be 
involved! Stay tuned for further details. 
 
Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship. 
Paul Peterson, Stewardship Chairperson 
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UPDATES ON OUR NST  
          Afghan Family Update 

 

 

For the summer, my volunteer time with our Afghan family has been scheduled for two hours each 
Wednesday with the adult women. One is the mother of the “little ones” who go to the Guild of St. 
Agnes year-round. The boy is four and the girl is three. She is also the mother of the two-month-old 
baby boy. The other student is an eighteen-year girl who is an integral part of the family. Among other 
things, she makes all the bread for everyone! 

Our time for learning English included writing their names and address. One week we wrote a grocery 
list for the men to use when they do the food shopping. Another time they learned and wrote names 
of things in the kitchen. There are workbooks to use but they don’t read yet, so I read to them. 

Nuts, dates, and tea accompany our lessons. One week they gave me a big plate of seasoned rice as 
a snack before lunch! Lunch is served when I leave so cooking odors are part of lesson time! The 
baby is sometimes on the table while we do the lessons. Most weeks the school age kids are in and 
out of the dining room where we sit at the table. Sometimes they participate in the lessons too! 

I am thrilled to be part of the Neighborhood-Support-Team of churches that accompanies this family 
as they make their new life in the U.S. 

Cindy Osowski 

FREE LITTLE LIBRARY  

Karen Crosby 

Reconciliation now has a Free Little Library in front of the church. You are 
welcome to come and take a book or leave a book (or two). If you have 
donations for the Free Little Library, you can put them right into the library or 
contact Karen Crosby. 
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Feeding the Food Insecure 

Jesus blessed, broke bread and fish and fed 5,000. 

The Central MA Conference of the New England Synod of the ELCA will 
package meals to feed more than 18,000 people to help reduce food 

insecurity within our communities. 

WHEN: Saturday, September 10th at 1PM 

WHERE: Emanuel Lutheran Church, Worcester, MA 

Won’t you help support this effort; paying-forward the grace we have all been shown? 
 

RSVP: emanuellutheran@aol.com or 508-756-6620 

DONATE: Checks payable to “End Hunger NE” (Note on memo: “Meal lines-
Emanuel” may be sent to Emanuel Lutheran Church, 200 Greenwood Street, 

Worcester, MA 01607-1610 
 

To donate directly online, go to 
 Check out Emanuel Lutheran's team fundraising page for The Outreach Program (classy.org) or use the QR code  

 

  
 
 

 Each meal costs just $.33, WHAT CAN YOU DONATE TO HELP? 
 
 

 Attend the event and participate in helping to package meals to feed 18,000. 
 Come, fight against food insecurity and help staff four meal lines. 

 

 Meals will be distributed to local organizations working to combat food insecurity. 
 

For more information go to  End Hunger New England.  
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Worship Support Team 

 
We have been enjoying our Sunday morning worship in the beauty of the Outdoor Chapel this 
summer. We hope for a beautiful September and to be able to continue our Outdoor worship. At 
some point we will move back into our sanctuary. Lauri Larson is looking for more worship support for 
our worship in the sanctuary. This includes Worship Assistants, Altar  care, Ushers, communion 
assistants, acolytes, readers. If you would like to help speak to Laurie Larson to become part of the rotating  
worship support team. 

                                                                                      

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 
Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

 
Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR to a weekly 
Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday morning from 9:30-10:30. Join 
us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, read and discuss.  
 
 

 
WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHARE 

                                          Karen Crosby 
 

We have started our donations to the Webster Dudley Food Share 
with our back to school supplies and our birthday boxes. The 
volunteers were so excited and thankful to receive our donations. 
They asked me to pass along a "Thank you and God Bless" to both 
churches.  
 

WE ARE THANKFUL FOR YOU 
 

Whatever you did for the least of these you did for me. 
 Matthew 25:40 

Dear Compassionate Friend, 
 

Food Share thanks you for your gift of “Birthday Bags” and More 
School Supplies. Your generosity is just amazing! Your donation is 
making so many young people happy and feel important. We are 
able to help neighbors in crisis because you care.  
 

With Gratitude, Webster-Dudley Food Share 
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COLLECTION FOR OXFORD FOOD SHELF 
 

Food shelf needs include jelly, canned pasta, granola bars, and fruit 
cups. 

 
CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION COLLECTION FOR WEBSTER 

DUDLEY FOOD SHELF 
 
We are now collecting items for the Webster Dudley Food   Pantry. They 
have requested: Oil, Butter/margarine, Snack food, Treats, Condiments, 
dog/cat food, Cleaners, Laundry, detergent, Dryer sheets, Dish soap, 
Tissue, Toilet paper, Paper towels, Napkins, Body wash, Toothpaste, 
Soap, Baby wipes 
 

TEEN CHALLENGE PROGRAM 
Karen Crosby 

Church of the Reconciliation will be collecting men and women clothing for 
Teen Challenge. Teen Challenge is a faith-based non-profit residential 
program to help women, men, and teenagers’ freedom from addiction and 
other life-controlling issues through Christ-centered solutions. Usually, 
residents come to the program with just the clothes on their back. All clothing 
donations can be brought to the bell tower at Reconciliation. We ask that the 
clothes be free of rips, s tains, holes, or tears. Thank you! 

 
 BLESSING 

FAYELINN POPLAWSKI  
 

On Sunday August 28th, Pastor Michael, 
along with fellow parishioners from the Church 
of Reconciliation gathered to bless 
Fayelinn Poplawski  and her mom, Tiffany. 
Fayelinn was invited to continue her vocational 
ballet training at the School of American Ballet 
in New York City, where she will reside, 
continue academic study and train in classical 
ballet for the next 4 years. She and her family 
are over the moon with excitement  but know it 
will be a lot at just 14 years old. As the pastor 
said, God has blessed her with the gift of dance 
and we will  pray for her success, her safety, 
her health and for her parents who will miss her 
immensely! Please keep her in your prayers.  
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Complimentary Lunch for Veterans 
Provided by Building Bridges 

3rd Wednesday of every month 

Starting September 21, 2022 12:00pm 

At Church of the Reconciliation 

21 N. Main Street 

Webster, MA  01570 

This is an opportunity for a complimentary meal and 
camaraderie with your fellow brothers and sisters. 

Any questions please feel free to contact: 

Kevin E. Paicos       Mark C. Rogers   
Cpt., Inf. (Special Forces), Ret.  mcrogers53@gmail.com  
kpaicos@comast.net    (774) 482-6013 
(774) 836-7950 

Thank 
You 

Veterans 
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HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to help those who are 
suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you are looking for a way to help, 
Lutheran Disaster Response has created a direct way to donate to 
those most in need. For details, please visit https://elca.org/disaster 
 
 
 

 Members of Zion’s family: Dave Olson, Pam Olson, Janet Abissi, Heide 
smith, Bennett Smith, David Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, Katy, Amy, Victor 
Lempicki, Judy Olson, Corey Goodwin, Liesl Vossen Fields, Beverly 
Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger Desaulniers, Mary Ann Shaw, Bev 
Makowski 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. Deborah L. 
Charles  Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 

 
ZION Jeffrey Clark 09, Chris Costello 13, Erika Larson 20,                    
Steve Schur 23, Haylee Olson 24, Tere Laurens 25, Richard Clark 25, 
Marleen Bacon 29 
 

RECONCILIATION Gavin Poplawski 20, Donald Marcustre 22 
Claudette McNamara 23, Paige Santerre 30 

 
   MEMORIALS 

 

IN MEMORY OF PASTOR KEN BEAN 
 

Building Fund 
Ed and Shirley Rossmeisl 

Marlene Bacon 
Lee Elliott 

SueSchade 
 

Memorial Fund 
Virginia Piehl 

Kris and Amy Canty 
Erik and Laurie Larson 
Priscilla Siemienkiewicz 

Linda Bayer Chung 
Ron and Faith Suprenant 

Gail Endorf 
Bernard Cyr 

Brenda Lukasek 
Carol Weinhardt 

      David and Lois Bernier 


