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OCTOBER 2022  
 

 

JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through Zion’s Facebook and join us when 
we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  

2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction with one another, you are invited to 
join our ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  

3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID 
code is 746-132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be connected 
to hear the service.  

4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather. 
 

 
 
 

THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
Website: https://churchofthereconciliation 
       
     The Church of the Reconciliation  
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            REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL  

 

 

Dear friends of Church of the Reconciliation and 

Zion Lutheran, 

At the time of writing this piece I am in Albuquerque, 

New Mexico to visit with good friends and attend the 

50th anniversary of the Balloon Fiesta. When Susan 

and I lived in the “Land of Enchantment” (from 2009 

thru 2017), I fell in love with my “friends in the sky”. 

Throughout the year, one can see hot air balloons 

over the skies of central NM. The Balloon Fiesta 

features balloons in all special shapes, balloon 

rodeos, twilight balloon glows, and vibrant balloon-filled skies. Since I first attended the annual Balloon 

Fiesta, I have been hooked: it is always a beautiful, magical moving picture show of hot air balloons 

sailing silently through the crisp fall air. Literally hundreds of balloons will be taking flight on Saturday, 

Oct. 01, during mass ascension on day one. 

It has now been two years since we joined together in worship and ministry. I remember well my first 

Sunday worship experience with you at Zion and Reconciliation (Oct. 18, 2020). We were at the time 

in the middle of a worldwide pandemic that had created so much suffering, loss, and grief. There was 

so much uncertainty about the way forward. Our worship services had moved outdoors or on Zoom 

only. Holy Communion was not an option. Home visits, in-person meetings and fellowship events were 

not possible. We all remember well these difficult and anxious days, weeks, and months that seemed 

to go on endlessly. It was hard.  

Psalm 29:14 says: “The Lord gives strength to his people! The Lord blesses his people with peace!” I 

feel a strong connection to these words of assurance. God does not forget his people, nor does God 

leave us alone in times of peril and challenge. We have been able to return to in-person worship – 

indoors and outdoors; we are enjoying fellowship events again; many examples of joint ministry 

outreach are taking place. Most recently with a successful first fellowship luncheon for veterans through 

“Building Bridges.” We are a visible and engaged presence in our communities. Our efforts at being 

“Church better Together” are being recognized and supported not only at Zion and Reconciliation, but 

also within the synod and diocese.  

Let us go forward into year three of our shared ministry with the assurance of Psalm 29. I am grateful 

for the ways that we can worship, learn, serve, and connect! My favorite prayer says it all: O God, you 

have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 

through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only 

that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Yours in Christ,   

Pr. Michael + 
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Animal Blessing Service 

Zion Lutheran Church & Church of the Reconciliation 

Saturday, October 08, 2022 at 2:00 PM 
 

The event will be held in the garden area at Church of the 
Reconciliation. Donations of dog and cat food for a local shelter are 

welcomed and appreciated. For the safety of all participants: All dogs must be leashed, cats in a 
carrier. Each family will receive a certificate of Blessing for their pet. 

 
CROPWALK 2022 

   Kirsten Larson                                            

 

On October 16 at 1:00 PM a team of walkers from Zion will walk 
in the Oxford Crop Walk.  We would love to have friends and 
families; children and adults join our team.  We will be taking 
donations at Sunday services. Checks may be made to CWS, and 
online donations can be made at; 
 
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2022/kirsten-larson-2 
 
The ongoing war in Ukraine, on top of the pandemic and other 

disasters is causing a global food crisis. Millions are on the brink of famine. The CROP Hunger Walk 
and the funds we raise will feed the hungry through CWS. When you join this movement to raise funds 
and donate, these gifts will provide life-saving support like emergency food along with the seeds, tools 
and programs that will help families feed themselves in the future. 
 
Please consider joining us for the walk or make a donation to help fight hunger! 
 

Team Zion 2021 
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                                     ZION STEWARDSHIP 
         Paul Peterson, Stewardship Chairperson 

 

In these times of inflation and rising prices we find ourselves wondering if we will 
be able to make ends meet. I sometimes find myself thinking about the future 
and where we are going, both in my own life and the life of the church.  
When we pray in the Lord's Prayer, "Give us today our daily bread". we pray not 
just for what is to come, but a recognition that God provides what is needed 
now. We pray in gratitude for what was there the day before. We pray that we 
might trust it to be there tomorrow. We pray that what we have might be used 

well and shared for the flourishing of all. 
 

Our stewardship emphasis this Fall will be based on "our Daily Bread" and what it means to us. We 
will have further discussion of this and some interesting participation from church members, including 
our youth. Also look for the presence of our Daily Bread around the church. 
 

We will have a special stewardship mailing later this month. This will include your 2023 Estimate of 
Giving card along with other material. 
 

Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship. 
 

UPDATES FROM JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY AND OUTREACH 

LET’S JAM TOGETHER! 

Paula Killian Clark 

Our joint Social Ministry and Outreach Committee challenged us 
to gather 284 jars of jam and jelly during September for the Oxford 
Ecumenical Food Shelf and the UCC Food Share in Webster. That 
number was a deliberate choice, representing the combined 
number of years that the Church of the Reconciliation and Zion 

Lutheran have been ministering to the surrounding communities. 
 
Why jam and jelly? The Worcester regional food bank supplies smaller, local food pantries with 
adequate jars of peanut butter, but not the sweet companion preserves. We have learned that in 
Oxford our neighbors visiting the food shelf are primarily elderly and young adults who may be 
homeless. Ingredients for PB & J sandwiches do not need refrigeration and travel easily if a person is 
indigent. A hungry child can make a sandwich for any one of their meals or an after-school snack. 
Elderly folks may sweeten up their morning toast or English muffin with a spoonful of jam. 
How are we doing in our collaboration to meet this challenge? At last count, Zion Lutheran stacked up 
124 jars. Church of the Reconciliation’s total was boosted by one of the gentlemen who attended the 
first veteran’s luncheon. Ben Craver shared the news that after seeing the “Let’s Jam Together” 
posters, our guest returned with a case of jam! Kindness begets kindness. 
Our drive has been extended until October 2, and, as always, we are grateful and humbled by your 
generosity to our neighbors experiencing food insecurity. 

 
PLANNING AHEAD WITH WARM WINTER WISHES  Brrr! Temperatures are 
plummeting! Hats, gloves, mittens and scarves will be distributed again through our 
local libraries from November through March.  Our knitters’ hands and bargain 
shoppers’ forays can make certain that our neighbors won’t be left out in the cold! 
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 As God blesses us, let us bless others. Let’s smile! 

With apologies to Theodor Geisel, Dr. Seuss, a new 

take on “Green Eggs and Ham…” 

 

I am Sam. 

Sam I am. 

Sam I am likes jelly and jam. 

Sam like jelly here and there. 

Sam likes jelly anywhere! 

Sam would eat jelly in a house.  

Sam would eat jelly with a mouse. 

Sam would eat jam on a train. 

Sam would eat jam on a plane. 

Sam will eat jam, grape or plum. 

You just ask him, he will come!  

TOGETHER FOR JESUS, LET’S ALL JAM! 

Jam and jelly like Sam I am. 

Could you shop both near and far? 

Would you bring jam in your car? 

You can find jam; Make a plan. 

Help us feed Ann and Dan and Sam I am. 

DO NOT LEAVE US IN THE LURCH. 

BRING YOUR JARS OF JAM TO CHURCH! 

Paula Kilian Clark 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

AFGHAN FAMILY UPDATE 

Cindy Osowski 

This is the day I took my treadmill to the Afghan family for the women to use. We got it out of my car 

and into the house with the help of another volunteer. I demonstrated how to use it and one of the 

women tried it out for a couple of minutes. We then went to work on the ESL subjects for the day. A 

mini tour of the backyard garden was included when vegetables were discussed! They were 

considering cooking cucumbers but perhaps were mixing them up with zucchini! Tea and nuts to 

munch on were included as always! 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN ON AUGUST 28, 2022 

 
We recognized the past service of Pastor Rafaela and Pastor Ken Bean by adding their stones to 
the Shepherds Garden within our Memorial Garden on August 28, 2022. Thank you both for you 
many years of leading us through transitions and changes. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAY CAKE KITS 

Members of Zion Lutheran Church and Church of 

the Reconciliation assembled 40 birthday cake 

kits to be given to the Oxford Ecumenical Food 

Shelf and the Food Share at Webster’s United 

Church of Christ. It’s good to know that we 

shared a bit of sweetness for one of our 

neighbor’s special day. 
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JOINT SERVICE SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 4 IN THE OUTDOOR CHAPEL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Michael presented with the gift of a stole from members of Zion and Reconciliation who traveled 

to the Holy Land in May. The stole has the Jerusalem cross  
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IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF 
THE YEAR!!! 

Paula Killian Clark 

 
 
 

Who knew? Pastor Michael knew! Noah’s Ark LEGO’s! 
 

Sunday School opened with a Rally Day on September 18. Welcome balloons greeted the children 
as they walked down to “God’s special table” in Zion’s outdoor chapel where Pastor Michael shared his 
Noah’s Ark LEGO poster. The little ones were amazed to learn that there is a LEGO Bible and that 
Pastor is a huge LEGO fan. After this bell ringer, children listened to Noah’s story and began their 
artistic renditions of the Old Testament story, using Fruit Loops for their rainbows. The concepts 
focused on included obeying God, trusting God’s Word, and knowing that God keeps his promises to 
us. Children of all ages are always welcomed. We would be happy to meet friends, cousins, and visitors. 
Parents and grandparents can join our lesson at any time. Meeting time begins when the lessons are  
read, and we rejoin the service after “prayers on the stairs,” when communion begins. During 
announcements, expect the children to share all they have learned. 

 
Our young artists present their Fruit Loop masterpieces. 
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BUILDING BRIDGES  
Mark Rogers 

Complimentary Lunch for Veterans 

Provided by Building Bridges 

3rd Wednesday of every month 

NEXT DATE: October 19, 2022 12:00pm 

At Church of the Reconciliation, 21 N. Main Street, Webster, MA  01570 

This is an opportunity for a complimentary meal and camaraderie with your fellow brothers and sisters. 

Any questions please feel free to contact: 

                          Kevin E. Paicos                             Mark C. Rogers 

Cpt., Inf. (Special Forces), Ret.  mcrogers53@gmail.com 

                                       kpaicos@comast.net               (774) 482-6013 

(774) 836-7950 

 

BUILDING BRIDGES  

     Mark Rogers 

JOY! On September 

21 fourteen armed 

forces veterans 

enjoyed camaraderie 

and a delicious lunch 

of bacon chicken 

Alfredo at the Church 

of the Reconciliation. 

This was our 

inaugural gathering as 

Church of the 

Reconciliation and 

Zion Lutheran Church 

embark on this new veterans ministry sponsored by the Building Bridges Veterans Initiative. Building 

Bridges is an organization sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Western Massachusetts which 

helps our veterans build community through friendship, support and meals. The Veterans were 

welcomed by Pastor Michael, Reverend Chris Carlisle (Director of Building Bridges) and Chad Wright 

(Associate Director) who cooked and instructed us for the first meal. The afternoon was true gift to us 

all of our guests and the numerous volunteers from both churches provided a great sense of energy 

and camaraderie throughout the gathering. Our spirits were filled as we watched and participated 

community being built through a common meal and an atmosphere of love. The meal itself was 

topped of with some great deserts baked by culinary saints from both parishes. The lunches will 

continue on the third Wednesday of each month. With the support of our two congregations and local 

veterans organizations we expect the attendance to grow steadily. Blessings on all who attended and 

volunteered. 
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FEEDING THE FOOD INSECURE 
JESUS BLESSED, BROKE BREAD AND FISH AND FED 5,000. 

On Saturday,September 10th The Central MA Conference of the New England Synod of the 

ELCA gathered at Emanuel Lutheran Church, Worcester, and packaged meals to feed more than 

18,000 people to help reduce food insecurity within our communities. With so many hands helping the 

meal lines finished the job in 2 1/2 hours. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Central MA Conference of the New England Synod of the ELCA 

 

Scout troops, parishioners, youth groups, children young and old from  and Pastors from Good 

Shepherd, Zion/Bethel, Bethlehem, Emanuel, and Immanuel working together.  
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WORSHIP  SUPPORT TEAM 

Lauri Larson is looking for more worship support for our worship in the 
sanctuary. This includes Worship Assistants, Altar  care, Ushers, 
communion assistants, acolytes, readers. If you would like to help 
speak to Laurie Larson to become part of the rotating worship support 
team. 
                                                                              

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 
Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

 
Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR to a 
weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday morning from 
9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a time for check-ins, 
read and discuss.  

 
WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHARE 

                                          Karen Crosby 
 

We have started our donations to the Webster Dudley Food Share 
with our back to school supplies and our birthday boxes. The 
volunteers were so excited and thankful to receive our donations. 
They asked me to pass along a "Thank you and God Bless" to both 
churches.  
 

COLLECTION FOR OXFORD FOOD SHELF 
 

Food shelf needs include jelly, canned pasta, granola bars, and fruit 
cups, juice, pasta (other than elbows) and Helper mixes. 

 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION COLLECTION FOR WEBSTER 
DUDLEY FOOD SHELF 

 
We are now collecting items for the Webster Dudley Food   Pantry. They have 
requested: Oil, Butter/margarine, Snack food, Treats, Condiments, 
dog/cat food, Cleaners, Laundry, detergent, Dryer sheets, Dish soap, 
Tissue, Toilet paper, Paper towels, Napkins, Body wash, Toothpaste, 
Soap, Baby wipes 
 

FREE LITTLE LIBRARY  

Karen Crosby 

Reconciliation now has a Free Little Library in front of the church. You are 
welcome to come and take a book or leave a book (or two). If you have donations 
for the Free Little Library, you can put them right into the library or contact                
Karen Crosby. 
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HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to help 

those who are suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you 

are looking for a way to help, Lutheran Disaster Response 

has created a direct way to donate to those most in need. 

For details, please visit https://elca.org/disaster 

 

 

 
 
 
The family of Amy Canty would like to thank all who 
supported us during this most difficult time. Your cards, 
food and attendance at the service were deeply 
appreciated.    
 

 
Members of Zion’s family: Dave Olson, Pam Olson, Janet Abissi,              
Heide Smith, Bennett Smith, David Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, Katy, Victor 
Lempicki, Judy Olson, Corey Goodwin, Liesl Vossen Fields,                     
Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger Desaulniers, Mary Ann Shaw, Bev 
Makowski 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. Deborah L. 
Charles  Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 
 
 

 
HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAY! 
 
ZION  Tita Sandoval 01, Courtney Olson 06, Kelly Cyr 08,                      
Megan Clark 08, Matthew Lempicki 12,  Lisa Cheever 20,                       
Pamela Foy 22,  Jonathan Costello 22,  Nancy Fournier 25,                          
Karen Johnson 28, Adam Schur 29 
 

RECONCILIATION Mackenzie Christensen 10/21,                                    
Kimberly Livingston 10/20, Sheri Rogers 10/31 
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IN MEMORY OF PASTOR KEN BEAN 
 

MEMORIAL FUND 
Rev. Maureen and Alan Hawksley 

Barbra Steege 
Janyce Schur and Brent Duesenberg 

Marilyn Reiman 
Janet Abissi 

Karen Johnson 
 

BUILDING FUND 
Richard and Paula Clark 
Paul and Jean Peterson 
Bob and Tere Laurens 

 

MUSIC FUND 
Paul and Jean Peterson 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF AMY CANTY 
 

MEMORIAL FUND 
Dave and Lois Bernier 

Glenn Elliott 
Erik and Laurie Larson 

Bernard Cyr 
Dave and Amy Peterson 

 

BUILDING FUND 
Kevin and Kris Canty 

Ed and Shirley Rossmeisl 
Sue Schade 

 


