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JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate 
through Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on 
Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  
2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual 
interaction with one another, you are invited to join our 
ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  
3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator 
will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-
132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign and 
then you will be connected to hear the service.  
4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of 

inclement weather.  

 
 
 
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 
AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
Website: www.churchofthereconciliation.org        
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DECEMBER WORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 
 

December 14, 7:00 PM  

First Congregational Church of Oxford  

Main Street, Oxford 

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP  

December 24 

Reconciliation 4:30 PM 

             Zion 6:00 PM 

 

 

       CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP  

December 25 

Joint Service at Reconciliation 

              11:00 AM 
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL  

Advent – The Time of IMMANUEL 

Advent is a time of watching and waiting. And in these darkest days, the shortest days of the year, 
we will light Advent candles and recall the Lord’s endless desire to come to us. We recall our need for 
him, our hope for him. And so we try to make room for Christ in these Advent days, a place in our 
hearts, in our worship, in our community where hope can grow and flourish. 

During Advent, Jesus tells us in several readings, “Be vigilant/ready at all times.” Perhaps one good 
reason that he reminds us to be attentive is that the mode of his approach is most often so 
unassuming, ordinary, unremarkable. We need to keep alert, or we’ll miss out. The hour is now, 
God’s time is now. But we must be aware that his coming, his advent toward us is usually in silence 
and obscurity. Hidden first of all in the womb of a pregnant teenage mother, he then lives a hidden 
small-town life as a carpenter and wandering rabbi. Then in the excruciating hour of his death on the 
cross. And finally, even in his joyous resurrected return to his disciples he will enter through locked 
doors to whisper, “Peace.” Nothing can keep him away. The need, the love and desire of his disciples 
draw Him in. He can’t stay away. 

Jesus longs to accompany us in our ordinariness and shared humanity over and over, though we may 
not always realize it. We have faith, but there is so much we just do not understand. We believe, but 
we never get it all. How could we? God is Mystery. But rest assured, if we want to be with him; he 
wants it more than we do. 

God in Christ is hidden and yet revealing himself over and over to get our attention; in nature and 
grace, over and over all day long. Our vigilance is essential, a willingness to be surprised, because 
angels will be there, heavenly messengers, reminding us, as one reminded Joseph and another Mary 
that Someone is coming near. Someone who comes down to be with us. Jesus is coming to us, 
IMMANUEL - he the God who too tremendous for us to grasp fully but also astoundingly, human, and 
divine. Let us open to him. 

Blessed Advent Season, Pr. Michael +  
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BLESSING OF THE MEMORIAL GARDEN WALL 
Cindy Osowski 
 

On Sunday, November 13, 2022, Pastor Michael, and members 
of Reconciliation gathered in the Memorial Garden to bless the 
newly constructed wall that adorns it. Due to a rain shower 
everyone got wet at the brief blessing ceremony. 
  
The wall was installed by Mark Rogers and his friend, Kevin 
Paicos, who donated their labor. Some of the cost was covered 
by generous donations. 
  
The Memorial Garden is available as a burial site for parishioners 
who desire to have their ashes interred there. Three people have 
found their resting place in the Reconciliation Memorial Garden 
in recent years. 
 Thanks to Nancy Sage for taking the photos! 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 121 General Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Western Mass took place on November 05th, 2022 on the 
campus of UMASS in Amherst. Mark Rogers, Nancy Sage, and 
Pr. Michael were the delegates representing Church of the 
Reconciliation. It was the first in-person gathering in three years. 
Pr. Michael + 
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(Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service)  

                                              

                                    EXCITING NEWS!  
 
I am thrilled to share with you that Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service received a gift of $15 
million from philanthropist MacKenzie Scott! This gift is the largest one-time contribution from an 
individual in our 83-year history and is transformational as we grow and innovate our programming to 
best serve immigrants and refugees.  
 
The gift is an investment in our vision that all immigrants and refugees are 
 
protected, embraced, and empowered in a world of just and welcoming communities. With it, we plan 
to accelerate groundbreaking projects that will transform immigration services, including 
trauma-informed mental health care and the expansion of our holistic Welcome Centers for asylum-
seeking families. The record-breaking gift will also support the New American Cities workforce 
development program and reinforce our unique capabilities to care for unaccompanied children 
through foster care programming and other community-based services.   
 
We give thanks to Ms. Scott and her team for their belief in our work. We know this gift is a testament 
to our movement of welcome and would not have been possible without the support you have 
provided over the years, which has allowed us to help hundreds of thousands of people. But this 
unprecedented investment in our work is just the beginning—and we need your support to sustain our 
continued growth and innovation. Together, we can truly transform the lives of immigrants and 
refugees in the United States and beyond.  
 
The movement of welcome is real. Thank you from the bottom of my heart for being a part of the 
LIRS family.   
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SPAGHETTI DINNER NOVEMBER 19, 2022 

Cindy Osowski 
 

Bethel Lutheran Church in Auburn, Mass. held a fundraiser in their church hall to provide additional 
support for our Neighborhood Support Team as they help a family 
of refugees from Afghanistan. The donations totaled $1500 which will be matched by an anonymous 
donor. The cost of the food was covered by a donation also. 
  
Before dinner, Melany Gronski, the leader of our NST spoke about our family of eleven and their 
journey with us during 2022. Attending for the first time were the mother and father of the family! The 
dad spoke to us, in newly learned English, to say how happy he is to be in America and how thankful 
he is for all the help that they have been given by the members of the NST. He gave special thanks to 
the volunteers who have spent time at the house as teachers, nurses, drivers, etc. All the children are 
in school or receive ESL lessons except the baby who is five months old now. 
  
The money raised will help pay the rent and utilities for the family for the remainder of the year. 
Volunteer help is expected to continue so I will be bringing back reports of their progress in 2023. 
  

 STEWARDSHIP 

      Paul Peterson 
 

During our fall stewardship program there was a lot of discussion about “our daily bread”. We 
heard from congregation members (including our children) describing what “our daily bread” 
means to them. Thanks to all who participated in these talks 
 

We pray “give us this day our daily bread” not just for what is to come, but in gratitude for what we have 
received. We pray that we might trust it to be there tomorrow., We pray that what we have might be used well 
and shared with all.   
 
You probably noticed that we had a loaf of bread on the altar during the period of our drive. This was a good 
reminder of the stewardship theme.                                                                                                  
On Sunday November 13 we turned in our estimate of giving cards. Thanks to all of you who have submitted 
them. If you have not yet done so, it’s not too late. Place them in the offering plate or mail-in.  
Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship. 
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JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY AND OUTREACH 

Paula Kilian Clark 

As Advent leads us to Christmas, we pray that as God has blessed us, we will purposely bless others 
whenever and however we can. Let us all continue to keep our eyes open and our hearts ready to act 
generously. Our committee is grateful for your continued, faithful support of our endeavors in Zion Lutheran’s 
and the Church of the Reconciliation’s names. 
 

The director of the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library, Sondra Murphy, welcomed our cold weather outreach again 
this winter. Cindy Osowski already delivered warm hats, gloves, mittens and scarves from Church of the 
Reconciliation. Zion’s Advent warming tree is decorated with many more gifts to be delivered the week before 
Christmas. New, handmade, and gently used items for infants through adult are welcomed.  Warm, dark 
colored socks for adults are also needed. If you visit the Webster library, our gifts to our neighbors in need are 
displayed atop the bookshelves to the left of the circulation desk where selections can be made discreetly. We 
hope to replenish the shelves through March, 2023. 
 
Members of Church of the Reconciliation will share Christmas gifts with the guests residing  at the 
Reconciliation House. Members of Zion Lutheran will share gift cards from Walmart or Target with the children 
of families served by the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf. Select a tag and kindly return your gift by the 
respective deadlines. 
 
Many thanks to Jay and Christine Costello who came up with a wonderful idea to kick off January’s Souper 
Bowl of Caring. On Sunday afternoon, December 11, treat yourself to an afternoon recital at 
Zion.  Selections will be performed by Christine’s talented students and the admission price is just a can of 
soup! All are welcome. 
 
Thank you, Zion shoppers. Because of your thoughtfulness, fifty-seven boxes of quick bread mixes will be 
tucked into the Christmas dinner boxes distributed by the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf.  
 

Peace and blessings, Paula Kilian Clark 
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            SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATES 
            Paula Killian Clark 
 

The children at Zion Lutheran have been busy learning and creating during 
November. They bring so much liveliness and joy to share with everyone each 
week. Thank you to Pastor Michael and the congregation for making our little ones 

feel welcome and appreciated for the “work” they do. They are eager to tell you about their learning! 
 

Amelia leads the rhythm band for “The Saints Go Marching In.” Each child is wearing a sandwich board 
recognizing an everyday saint in their lives. “Saints” included nanas, nurses, moms and rescue dogs who save 
lives during disasters. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                           

On Christ the King Sunday children played a hopping game called “the backwards king” to learn how Jesus is 
different from story book and secular kings. We talked about Jesus’s “super powers” of forgiveness, healing, 
and love for all people everywhere. Addison, Amelia, Allie and Cash celebrated by making these festive 
crowns.  
 

The children were so excited to participate in the first Sunday of Advent service. Addison and Amelia sang “We 
are Waiting for Jesus” while Cash lit the Advent wreath. Addison, Amelia, and Allie proudly show Pastor 
Michael their Advent wreathes as Cash and Cameron watch. 

 
We will begin working on a Christmas surprise to share on December 18.  Lots of construction paper, glue, 
glitter, and toilet paper rolls will be used. Join us at any time during December as we prepare for and learn 
about the coming of baby Jesus. Thank you to the moms, aunts and Caitlyn Costello who help us to learn and 
create our little masterpieces! 
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Andre Esionov’s Last Supper 
 

ROME MORE THAN A VACATION 
Elaine F Davies 

 

On March 15, 2020 I was scheduled to be on a flight to Rome. That trip was canceled a few days before at the 
same time I shut down the Church of the Reconciliation for what we all thought would be only a few weeks due 
to Covid. You can imagine with what anticipation I awaited my October 2022 trip to the Eternal City. It was to 
be a good long 2+ week trip because originally it was to include a few days in Kyiv in the middle (canceled for 
obvious reasons). It was made all the sweeter when my friend Jean Ellen Hagelauer decided to join me for a 
part of the trip—her first visit to Europe. And we did indeed have a glorious time together. Our guide to the 
Vatican and ancient Rome was a professional archaeologist who helped make Roman history come alive and 
focused our attention on that which is most important to see in the Sistine Chapel. We traveled to Pompeii and 
Herculaneum, experienced the catacombs, gloried in lots of art, and sampled many types of tiramisu. When 
Jean Ellen left I was joined by my cousin from the UK. We continued to devour the paintings of Caravaggio and 
Van Gogh—including the best exhibit of the latter’s work that I’ve ever seen.  
 

For me, a visit to Rome is more than a vacation. It is a time for spiritual refreshment. Usually, that manifests 
itself in the quiet time I spend with “My Madonnas”—five 6th century icons of the Virgin. Icons that are so old 
are rare because of a period of iconoclasm in the 8th and 9th century in which icons were destroyed. Aside 
from St. Catherine’s Monastery on Mt. Sinai, it is hard to find icons of similar age. This time I was able to share 
one with Jean Ellen, the icon in the Church of Santa Maria in Trastevere in which the Virgin is enthroned as a 
Byzantine empress and is flanked by two angels. I got to commune with another with my cousin in Santa Maria 
del Popolo, and I spent time with a third in Santa Maria Maggiore on my own. I had an appointment to see a 
fourth —which because of its fragility is kept in a separate place in the Pantheon— but had to return home 
early due to an airport strike. The fifth is almost impossible to see. It is kept in a special chapel not open to the 
public in Santa Francesca Romana. Only once, after trying very hard in poor Italian to explain why I wanted to 
be in the presence of the icon, and looking as piteously as I possibly could, did the priest take pity on me and 
let me into her presence. It was wonderful. To be in the presence of icons which have been venerated so long 
by so many people is humbling and exciting. 
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Interestingly enough, on this trip there was a surprise spiritual experience. When Jean Ellen and I visited the 
Pantheon right before she departed, we found an incredible painting displayed there as part of an exhibit in 
seven churches of Rome called “The Path of Faith: Paintings of Andrey Esionov”. It was the Last Supper—
definitely not one we have seen before. Jesus sits on the floor with the disciples, a few cups the only evidence 
of a supper. The figures are flooded with light from above, almost as if flowing down from the Pantheon’s 
oculus. The background indeed could be the Pantheon. Jesus actively is making a point. One apostle 
gestures. Another is about to get up. Others lean in. Is Christ saying someone will betray him as he gestures? 
A dark hooded person indeed crouches behind one of the figures. Or is he still teaching—taking those last few 
minutes together to provide a message of hope and love? This Last Supper fills me with light and hope and I 
find myself wanting to be there sitting cross legged on the floor and imbibing the wisdom of Christ.  
 

I loved this painting so much I decided to walk the path of faith and find the others. I did get to six of the 
churches. Each had its own unique piece. There were four wonderful watercolors of Jerusalem in San Marco 
Evangelista which allowed me also to view the early Christian mosaics in the basilica. Two more depicting life 
and family were in San Lorenzo in Luchina. It was the three large oil panels that were intriguing—the Creation 
(Santa Maria in Campitelli) with Eve emerging from the hand of God, a very modern and frightening Day of 
Judgment (Sant’Andrea della Valle) and the Annunciation (Chiesa del Gesu) with Mary not only hearing the 
message but present with the child in her arms. Each provided much to contemplate.  
 

Who is Esionov? There is not much written about him and certainly nothing I could find about his religious 
philosophy or affiliation. He is Russian, born and educated in Tashkent, living in Moscow, and a member of the 
Russian Academy of Arts and the Florence Academia delle Arti del Disegno. He is considered to be a bit of an 
outsider.  I admit that I searched to find a comment from him about the Ukraine but found nothing by him—only 
a somewhat unflattering anti-Ukrainian Orange Revolution comment by an establishment Russian art critic 
about one of Esionov’s paintings and a Ukrainian suggestion that a comment made about his Rome exhibit 
furthered Russian propaganda . It is interesting that the Catholic Church chose him for an exhibit on faith. It 
has left me with many questions but has not diminished the attraction his religious paintings hold for me. 
 

Once again Rome did not disappoint. I look forward to another visit soon—My Madonnas await and who knows 
what other spiritual surprises will appear.  

 
HOLIDAY TABLE ARRANGEMENT 

Zion and Reconciliation Parishioners, mark your calendar. On Saturday December 17th at 10am 
at the Church of the Reconciliation Parish Hall Elaine Davies will lead us in what was to become a 
holiday tradition before Covid interrupted—making a Christmas arrangement. Please secure your 
place by emailing Elaine at cottage267@gmail.com by Thursday December 8th so she can get 
supplies. She can be reached on 508 461 7588 if you have any questions. 
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New Advent altar hangings at Reconciliation. Liz Carver made the hanging for the back altar. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

BUILDING BRIDGES  
Mark Rogers 

Complimentary Lunch for Veterans 

Provided by Building Bridges 

3rd Wednesday of every month 

NEXT DATE: December 20, 2022, 12:00 pm 

At Church of the Reconciliation, 21 N. Main Street, Webster, MA  01570 

This is an opportunity for a complimentary meal and camaraderie with your fellow brothers and sisters. 

Any questions please feel free to contact: 

                          Kevin E. Paicos                              Mark C. Rogers 

Cpt., Inf. (Special Forces), Ret.  mcrogers53@gmail.com 

                                       kpaicos@comast.net               (774) 482-6013 

(774) 836-7950 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 FREE LITTLE LIBRARY  

Karen Crosby 

Reconciliation now has a Free Little Library in front of the church. You are 
welcome to come and take a book or leave a book (or two). If you have donations 
for the Free Little Library, you can put them right into the library or contact                
Karen Crosby. 
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LET’S SHARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE FOODS FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 

Jackie Bonneau 
 

 Over the next few weeks, it would be great if you could bake, for coffee 
hour, your fall or holiday favorite to share. Please leave a copy of that 
special recipe which I will collect to share. In October and November, we 
will focus on any Holiday but in December we will focus on Christmas 
cookies and snacks! I will make a complete package of these favorite 
recipes in the new year for all who would like them!  Not a baker, please 
join us and share your company! Please let us know what you would like to 
bring and when, so we don’t have 8 pumpkin pies or batches of chocolate 
chip cookies the same week!  You can contact me, at bonneau@wpi.edu or 
860-481-0863.If at the last minute you have something to share, you can 
always just bring it. Sandy said she will get me her delicious apple crisp 

recipe from last week! I can share the easy “Mom’s Coffee Bread “ as well! Jackie 

                                                                    
GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 

Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 
 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR 
to a weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday 
morning from 9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a 
time for check-ins, read and discuss.  

 
WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHARE 

                                          Karen Crosby 
We have started our donations to the Webster Dudley Food Share 
with our back to school supplies and our birthday boxes. The 
volunteers were so excited and thankful to receive our donations. 
They asked me to pass along a "Thank you and God Bless" to both 
churches.  

 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION COLLECTION FOR WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHELF 
 
We are now collecting items for the Webster Dudley Food   Pantry. They have 
requested: Oil, Butter/margarine, Snack food, Treats, Condiments, 
dog/cat food, Cleaners, Laundry, detergent, Dryer sheets, Dish soap, 
Tissue, Toilet paper, Paper towels, Napkins, Body wash, Toothpaste, 
Soap, Baby wipes 
 

 
 
COLLECTION FOR OXFORD FOOD SHELF 

 

Food shelf needs include jelly, canned pasta, instant coffee, Helper mixes (tuna 
or hamburger) anything sugar free. 
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HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to help those who are 

suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you are looking for a way to help, 

Lutheran Disaster Response has created a direct way to donate to 

those most in need. For details, please visit https://elca.org/disaster 

 
 

 
Members of Zion’s family: Matthew Schade, David Benier, Dave Olson, 
Pam Olson, Janet Abissi, Heide Smith, , David Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, 
Katy, Victor Lempicki, Corey Goodwin, Liesl Vossen Fields, Beverly 
Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger Desaulniers, Mary Ann Shaw,  Bev 
Makowski, the family and friends mourning the death of Bennett Smith Jr. 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. Deborah L. 
Charles  Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 
 

                 ZION 

Karen Borden 01 
Dayna Higgins04 
Lauryn Larson 04 

George Peterson 08 
Pam Olson 09 
Sue Schade 27 
Erik Larson 30  

 

RECONCILIATION 
Nancy Demers 12/4 
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ALL CREATION SINGS 

The ELCA and publisher Augsburg Fortress have introduced a new supplement to our familiar red 
hymnal titled All Creation Sings (ACS).  Planning for this wonderful resource began in 2017 when 12 
pastors, deacons and worship scholars gathered with Augsburg Fortress to discuss what was next in 
Lutheran worship.  This group cited a need for additional music focused on four major topics:  
Creation Care, Lament in times of crisis, Healing and Wholeness, and Justice and Peace. 
   
After issuing a public call for new hymn suggestions, researchers received over 1000 submissions for 
inclusion in the new supplement.  The finished work contains liturgies, prayers, new hymns and 
songs.  It is filled with music promoting the connection between worship and song, including a new 
communion setting, presented in both English and Spanish. The supplement also provides Lutherans 
with music with texts that engage in the difficult topics of racism and gender bias to promote a more 
inclusive worship experience.   
 

In the last few weeks, I have included selections from ACS in our worship services and the responses 
to their inclusion has been very positive.  While this has been a great start, we are limited to which 
songs and liturgical music can be utilized with the use of our One License, instead of Zion owning 
copies of the hymnal.  After discussion with the Board of Worship and Music, we’ve decided to begin 
the process of acquiring 75 copies of All Creation Sings.  We hope that you will consider helping us 
with this endeavor. 
   
Pew additions of ACS cost $14.50 each.  During the next three months, I am asking you to consider a 
donation of one or more copies of All Creation Sings, or a one-time monetary donation to the 
Memorial Fund to assist in Zion’s overall purchase.  You can donate funds in memory of loved ones, 
in thanksgiving for life, health, etc. or to The Glory of God by you and/or your family.  Please just 
complete the form below and give it to either a member of 
the Costello Family or put it in the collection plate.  A label will be placed in each hymnal donated.  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions regarding All Creation Sings, or any other concern 
about music at Zion.  I’m always interested in your suggestion or ideas. 
 

Peace to you and yours, Chris Costello 

 

_____    I am making this donation towards Zion’s purchase of All Creation Sings hymnals. 

_____   I would like to donate ______ copy(ies) of All Creation Sings hymnals at $14.50 each. 

My donation (s) are dedicated to: 

In Memory of ___________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for _______________________ 

To The Glory of God_______________________ 

Other: _________________________________ 

                      Name________________________   

Total $ Amount Enclosed: ____________ 

Please feel free to continue using the back of this 

slip with additional dedications 


