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November 6   ALL SAINTS SUNDAY     November 20  CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY                         

                                        

JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP 
INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate 
through Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on 
Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  
2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual 
interaction with one another, you are invited to join our 
ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  
3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator 
will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-
132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign 

and then you will be connected to hear the service.  
4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement weather.  

 
 
 
 
 
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 
11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
Website: www.churchofthereconciliation.org        
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL  

 
 

 

Dear friends of Church of the Reconciliation and Zion Lutheran, 

One of the biggest challenges to me as a pastor during the pandemic was the impossibility to connect 

and visit in-person with people whether at home, at the hospital, in a care facility. No birthday or 

anniversary or check-in visits were possible. No sharing of stories, no prayers offered, and, most 

sadly, no Home Communion was celebrated. Too many parishioners were alone at home or isolated 

in a nursing home without much human contact or visitation from their pastor. 

In the past months, I have resumed one ministry that has always given me great joy, and which is one 

of the most important ways for us to engage in the “Ministry of Presence”. I have resumed bringing 

home communion to people – whether at The Overlook in Charlton, at people’s homes, at Webster 

Manor, or in area hospitals. I have been doing so while using the Home Communion kit that Pr. Ken 

Bean gifted us with. I remember well when Ken gave it to me about a year ago. “Michael”, he said, 

“I’ve used this kit for many years and many visits during my time in ministry.”  

I am grateful for Ken’s gift to our “Ministry of presence.” Home Communion brings the presence of our 

Lord in the simple earthen gifts of bread and wine along with the holy words of Jesus into our midst. It 

connects and gifts the parties involved. It is at the most basic level the realization of Jesus’ words: 

“where two or three are gathered, I am amongst them.” 

Pr. Ken’s gift of the Home Communion kit also connects us to him and in this way extends his 

ministry amongst us. When I bring home communion to someone at Zion or Reconciliation and 

unpack the different pieces and put the host on the plate and begin the liturgy of Holy Communion, I 

am aware of how often Ken used the same plate and cup and the words of Jesus to bring comfort 

and Jesus’ good news to people’s lives. We have all been blessed by Ken and Pat’s generous and 

loving presence. We miss Ken and will remember him and others with love and gratitude on All Saints 

Sunday, Nov. 06th.  

Also, inside this month’s newsletter I have included a piece for your consideration about returning to 

full communion at worship at Reconciliation. I invite your thoughts and feedback. 

In Christ,  

Pr. Michael + 
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The Church of the Reconciliation 

Webster, MA  01570 

www.churchofthereconciliation.org 

 

Dear members and friends of Church of the Reconciliation, 

At our September vestry meeting, we discussed how Holy Communion can be distributed in both 

kinds at worship services. We had a good discussion whether or not to resume offering the common 

cup. While all members agreed that it would be good to go back to offering both kinds, all were in 

agreement that we would not return to receiving in this manner at this point. We felt that there are still 

too many risks of COVID infections. Because our membership and worshippers belong to a 

vulnerable population group, we do not feel it is safe to return to sharing the common cup together. 

Scripture reminds us that Christ is present in bread alone, in wine alone, or in both consecrated 

elements. We looked at various possibilities. The form of Intinction is discouraged. The likelihood of 

fingers touching the wine makes this a higher-risk practice. Over the summer, we shared both bread 

and wine at joint services at the outdoor chapel of Zion. Individual cups were offered to receive the 

consecrated wine/juice. Members of Reconciliation were comfortable and grateful to share Holy 

Communion in this manner. It is different from the traditional common cup practice.  

The vestry and Pr. Michael have chosen at this time to go forward with the practice of individual cups 

for Holy Communion. We feel it is the safest way for us to enjoy both bread and wine at our Lord’s 

Table. We realize this is a different practice than previously shared at Reconciliation. While it is 

different from the traditional common cup practice, it is acceptable and is currently being used by 

several churches in our diocese. We will be offering both wine and juice and will begin doing so 

before the end of November.  

It's been a long journey, and I am grateful for your faithfulness throughout the pandemic. We all hope 

the worst is behind us. I bid your prayers and support going forward for our Holy Communion practice 

with individual cups. 

Faithfully in Christ, 

Pr. Michael +  
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ZION STEWARHIP 
Paul Peterson, Stewardship, Chairperson 
 

Our Fall stewardship emphasis has been based on "our Daily Bread" 
Over the past  several weeks we have heard members of our 
congregation talk about bread and of God's gifts to us. It has been fun to 
listen to these personal stories. We have also been blessed with the 
participation of our children and their sharing. 
 

You should have received our stewardship mailing by the time this 
newsletter is issued. Please do take time to read it and complete the 

pledge card. Return the card in worship on November 13 or submit it to the church office by mail.  
 

Thank you for your continued and faithful stewardship to God's mission here at Zion. 
 

NOVEMBER DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  

TURN CLOCKS BACK AND GAIN AN HOUR’S EXTRA SLEEP 

Remember before you go to sleep on Saturday, November 5th to 

turn your clock back one hour. Enjoy an extra hour of sleep on 

Saturday night!  

 
 

 
              ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

  
During worship service on Sunday, November 6th we will 
remember by name members and friends of ZL as well as 
loved ones who have passed on during the last year.  

    
 

 

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS: Jean Peterson has been in contact with the 
growers she uses for Christmas Poinsettias. We will have to get our order in 
early. The deadline to order will be SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20. Poinsettia 
forms are available on the bulletin table in the narthex. Checks must be 
made out to Zion Lutheran with “Christmas Poinsettias” notation in the 
memo line Please send form/payment to the church or put it into the offering 
plate so Lee Elliott and Jean can keep track. 

 
FREE LITTLE LIBRARY  

Karen Crosby 

Reconciliation now has a Free Little Library in front of the church. You are 
welcome to come and take a book or leave a book (or two). If you have donations 
for the Free Little Library, you can put them right into the library or contact                
Karen Crosby. 
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BUILDING BRIDGES LUNCHEON FOR VETERANS IN OUR COMMUNITIES 
Lee Elliott 

 
On Wednesday, October 19th I joined volunteers from Zion and Reconciliation to serve the second 
luncheon for area veterans. I was the greeter as they walked in the door and register their 
attendance. Best job ever! I watched as they entered the fellowship hall with smiles on their faces and 
laughed with them as I struggled to spell their last names correctly. As they left my table, I overheard 
more greetings and laughter as they met up with old friends or introduced themselves to new ones.  
After a welcome from Mark Rogers and a blessing from Pastor Michael, everyone sat down to a 
delicious meal of Shepherd’s Pie and salad. When the meal was over, I had the opportunity to walk 
around the room and speak with some of the men. It was interesting to hear their stories of the places 
they served and to hear about their families and their lives now. For me, it was a chance to give 
something back to these brave men who served our country and I look forward to helping out and 
greeting veterans at our next luncheon on Wed. November 16th. 

 
BUILDING BRIDGES  
Mark Rogers 

Complimentary Lunch for Veterans 

Provided by Building Bridges 

3rd Wednesday of every month 

NEXT DATE: November 16, 2022 12:00 pm 

At Church of the Reconciliation, 21 N. Main Street, Webster, MA  01570 

This is an opportunity for a complimentary meal and camaraderie with your fellow brothers and sisters. 

Any questions please feel free to contact: 

                          Kevin E. Paicos                              Mark C. Rogers 

Cpt., Inf. (Special Forces), Ret.  mcrogers53@gmail.com 

                                       kpaicos@comast.net               (774) 482-6013 

(774) 836-7950 

 
LET’S SHARE SOME OF YOUR FAVORITE FOODS FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 

Jackie Bonneau 
 

 Over the next few weeks, it would be great if you could bake, for coffee 
hour, your fall or holiday favorite to share. Please leave a copy of that 
special recipe which I will collect to share. In October and November, we 
will focus on any Holiday but in December we will focus on Christmas 
cookies and snacks! I will make a complete package of these favorite 
recipes in the new year for all who would like them!  Not a baker, please 
join us and share your company! Please let us know what you would like to 
bring and when, so we don’t have 8 pumpkin pies or batches of chocolate 
chip cookies the same week!  You can contact me, at bonneau@wpi.edu or 
860-481-0863.If at the last minute you have something to share, you can 
always just bring it. Sandy said she will get me her delicious apple crisp 

recipe from last week! I can share the easy “Mom’s Coffee Bread “ as well! Jackie 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATES 

         Paula Killian Clark 

  

It is great to see Amira, Ryan, Ali, Amelia, Addison, Cash, Tessa and Camden on Sunday mornings. 
October has been a busy month for our children. Our lessons have included growing our faith like 
mustard seeds, thanking God for and sharing our daily bread, and thinking about why we are God’s 
apples. Our next lesson in November will be “every day saints.” 
 
Everyone is welcome to join for learning time during the readings and sermons. After closing with 
“prayers on the stairs,” children return to their families for communion. During announcements, we 
share what we have been learning. The little ones always look forward to Pastor Michael’s “special 
blessings.” 
 
Do invite a parent or grandparent, friend, or cousin to come along, too. Thank you to Erika and 
Caitlyn for helping us with art projects and music. 

 

First photo our mustard tree begins to grow. 

The following week, as shown in the second 
photo, colorful birds are nesting in its branches. 
 
To kick off the 2022 Stewardship Drive, the 
children tell about their favorite ways to enjoy 
their daily bread and invite everyone to share 
their sandwiches during coffee hour. 
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SOCIAL MINISTRY AND OUTREACH 

Paula Killian Clark 

 
We did it! Our team challenged us to gather 286 jars jams and jellies for the Oxford Ecumenical Food 
Shelf and the Webster Food Share. We surpassed our goal by two jars! Thank you to Cindy Osowski 
for getting 100 jars delivered to Webster and to Richard Clark and Erik Larson for date checking, 
boxing and delivering 188 jars to Oxford. Chris St. Martin told us upon delivery that the previous week 
they had only one jar of jelly to offer with the jars of peanut butter. It’s good to imagine the smiles of 
our friends when they see that shelf restocked this week. Thank you for your unflagging generosity 
and kindness that made “Let’s Jam Together” a success. 
 

WARMING WAGON 
With the advent of the cold weather, we will begin our collection of mittens, 
scarves, gloves and hats to be given through local libraries. A warming wagon 
will be in the narthex from November through March. New clothes and gently 
used articles are appreciated by patrons seeking shelter, children who often lose 
their hats and mittens and anyone in need.  
 
 
SPAGHETTI DINNER 
Another spaghetti dinner fundraiser will be held at Bethel Lutheran Church in 
Auburn on November 19 to support of our NST family. If you would like to make 
reservations, please contact Karen Baril at kbaril55@aol.com by November 9 so 
enough food can be purchased. Some family members may be asked if they would 
like to attend the dinner and talk about their experiences. Free will donations will 
be taken. We hope to have our donations doubled by our generous benefactor. 
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THE OXFORD ECUMENICAL FOOD SHELF 
Laurie Larson          

The Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf will be making boxes with items for 
Christmas Dinner to distribute during the month of December.  Each church is 
being asked to donate an item.  Zion has been asked to collect Quick Bread 
mixes. All donations will need to be in by November 27.  Thank you for your 
help!! 
 

Other food shelf needs at his time include cans/cartons of beef and chicken 
broth, coffee, and canned pasta. 

 

For those who like to plan ahead we will be putting up our giving tree for Christmas on November 
20.  The Ecumenical council is again this year asking for $25 gift cards to WalMart or Target which 
will be distributed to families with young children.  These gift cards will enable families to buy gifts for 
Christmas Morning.  Gift cards or donations toward gift cards should be turned in by December 7.  

 
COLLECTION FOR OXFORD FOOD SHELF 

 

Food shelf needs include jelly, canned pasta, granola bars, and fruit cups, juice, 
pasta (other than elbows) and Helper mixes. 

 
 

 CROPWALK 2022 

Kirsten Larson                                     

THANK YOU, TEAM ZION! 

 

 

                     

The crop walk was a huge success! Team Zion raised $905.00!! It was a beautiful day and we had 7 
participants. Thank you to everyone that donated! 
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Animal Blessing Service 

Zion Lutheran Church & Church of the Reconciliation 

 

On Saturday, October 8, Pastor Michael presided over the blessing of several beloved pets. Susan 
found music specifically written to honor all varieties of creatures. It was truly a perfect Autumn 
afternoon in the Reconciliation outdoor space. All animals behaved perfectly. Prayers were offered for 
pets lost during the past year and for pets whose owners could not attend the service. Pastor 
Michael’s son and daughter-in-law traveled to join us with their beautiful golden retrievers that were 
rescued from China. 
Thank you for the generous donations of  cat food for the Community Cat Connection and dog food 
for the Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf. 

 
THANK YOU CARDS FROM PAWS CAT SHELTER 

Zion Lutheran and Church of the Reconciliation, thank you so much for the 
donations you collected for us at your Blessing of the Animals celebration. The 
food will help many local families feed their dogs. 
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AFGHAN FAMILY UPDATE 

Cindy Osowski 
 
 

 
My October visits to the Afghan house for Women’s ESL have been for one or two sessions a week. 
The baby boy turned four months on October 24th. He attends my classes at and on the dining room 
table! His father gave him his first haircut this month, so he looks much different now that all his hair 
has been shaved off! He smiles a lot, cries a lot, and sleeps sometimes! 
 
The ladies are working their ESL from a workbook designated for kindergarten. They are ages 18 and 
26 with no prior formal education. We are currently discussing vowels (A E I O U). Their 
conversational English is improving but the written part is slower. The visiting/tea part of my time 
there is much enjoyed by all of us! One day they played a joke on me when I first arrived that included 
one saying the other one was out walking and then she popped out of the kitchen! Lots of laughing 
followed. 
 
One week I brought them an assortment of items from our September Jam and Jelly collection. I was 
hoping to do a lesson on making sandwiches, but the assortment was put away in the kitchen before I 
could suggest it. Another time I brought some sandwich and snack bags with a couple of pieces of 
bread as a gift. I asked how they liked the previous gift of Marshmallow, Jelly, Peanut Butter, and 
Nutella. This time the mom brought an almost empty jar of Nutella and bread and made each of us a 

Nutella sandwich! She said the Marshmallow was already gone! For the family to purchase bread at 
the store is a new and big step as they prefer to make their own bread every day! 
 
As I have previously said, these visits continue to be a very important part of my life! The family 
appreciates everything the Neighborhood Support Team (NST) has been providing for them. Our 
Reconciliation Vestry has recently donated some money from the Mission and Outreach part of the 
budget to help with current expenses for the family. I know that Zion Lutheran has done the same. 
Thank you for your ongoing support as both of our congregations continue to be part of the NST. 
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FURRY VISITORS TO CHOIR 

Cindy Osowski 
 

On September 27th Choir rehearsal at Church of the 
Reconciliation was held in the upstairs meeting room of 
the Parish Hall. Due to the fact that Pastor Michael was 
away in New Mexico, Susan, our choir director, needed 
to bring their  two dogs (Liam and Chloe) with her. 

Here is a photo I took during the rehearsal! Photos are 
of Susan Bastian, Nancy Sage, Gerry Berube and 
Connie Carpenter. The dogs slept almost all the time we 
were singing! 

 
                                                                   

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 
Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR 
to a weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday 
morning from 9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a 
time for check-ins, read and discuss.  

 
WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHARE 

                                          Karen Crosby 
We have started our donations to the Webster Dudley Food Share 
with our back-to-school supplies and our birthday boxes. The 
volunteers were so excited and thankful to receive our donations. 
They asked me to pass along a "Thank you and God Bless" to both 
churches.  

 
CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION COLLECTION FOR WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHELF 

 
We are now collecting items for the Webster Dudley Food   Pantry. They have 
requested: Oil, Butter/margarine, Snack food, Treats, Condiments, 
dog/cat food, Cleaners, Laundry, detergent, Dryer sheets, Dish soap, 
Tissue, Toilet paper, Paper towels, Napkins, Body wash, Toothpaste, 
Soap, Baby wipes 
 

 
HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to help those who are 

suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you are looking for a way to help, 

Lutheran Disaster Response has created a direct way to donate to 

those most in need. For details, please visit https://elca.org/disaster 
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Members of Zion’s family: David Benier, Dave Olson, Pam Olson,                
Janet Abissi, Heide Smith, Bennett Smith, David Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, 
Katy, Victor Lempicki, Corey Goodwin, Liesl Vossen Fields,                     
Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger Desaulniers, Mary Ann Shaw,     
Bev Makowski 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. Deborah L. 
Charles  Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 
 

 
IN MEMORY OF PASTOR KEN BEAN 

Music Fund 
Siiri Jonasch 

Memorial Fund 
Carl and Penny Bergeson 

 
IN MEMORY OF AMY CANTY 

Building Fund 
Bob and Terri Laurens 

Music Fund 
Paul and Jean Peterson 

Memorial Fund 
Matthew Lempicki 

Victor Lempicki 
Carl and Penny Bergeson 

 
IN MEMORY OF JUDY THOMPSON 

Music Fund 
Paul and Jean Peterson 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     
ZION 

Bernard Cyr 01 
Sandy Maisano 04 
Jean Peterson 11 

Barbara Munsch 11 
Susan Pierce 11 

Edward Rossmeisl 17 
Debbie Schur 21 

Caitlin Clark Seaman 21 
Edward Keegan III 25 

 
RECONCILIATION 
Michaael Crosby 9 
Christina Sage 15 

Margaret Bottasso 19 
Tiffany Poplawski 24 

Elizabeth Santerne 29 
 

 

 

 



ALL CREATION SINGS 

The ELCA and publisher Augsburg Fortress have introduced a new supplement to our familiar red 
hymnal titled All Creation Sings (ACS).  Planning for this wonderful resource began in 2017 when 12 
pastors, deacons and worship scholars gathered with Augsburg Fortress to discuss what was next in 
Lutheran worship.  This group cited a need for additional music focused on four major topics:  
Creation Care, Lament in times of crisis, Healing and Wholeness, and Justice and Peace. 
   
After issuing a public call for new hymn suggestions, researchers received over 1000 submissions for 
inclusion in the new supplement.  The finished work contains liturgies, prayers, new hymns and 
songs.  It is filled with music promoting the connection between worship and song, including a new 
communion setting, presented in both English and Spanish. The supplement also provides Lutherans 
with music with texts that engage in the difficult topics of racism and gender bias to promote a more 
inclusive worship experience.   
 
In the last few weeks, I have included selections from ACS in our worship services and the responses 
to their inclusion has been very positive.  While this has been a great start, we are limited to which 
songs and liturgical music can be utilized with the use of our One License, instead of Zion owning 
copies of the hymnal.  After discussion with the Board of Worship and Music, we’ve decided to begin 
the process of acquiring 75 copies of All Creation Sings.  We hope that you will consider helping us 
with this endeavor. 
   
Pew additions of ACS cost $14.50 each.  During the next three months, I am asking you to consider a 
donation of one or more copies of All Creation Sings, or a one-time monetary donation to the 
Memorial Fund to assist in Zion’s overall purchase.  You can donate funds in memory of loved ones, 
in thanksgiving for life, health, etc. or to The Glory of God by you and/or your family.  Please just 
complete the form below and give it to either a member of 
the Costello Family or put it in the collection plate.  A label will be placed in each hymnal donated.  
Please feel free to contact me with any questions regarding All Creation Sings, or any other concern 
about music at Zion.  I’m always interested in your suggestion or ideas. 
 
Peace to you and yours, Chris Costello 

 

_____    I am making this donation towards Zion’s purchase of All Creation Sings hymnals. 

_____   I would like to donate ______ copy(ies) of All Creation Sings hymnals at $14.50 each. 

My donation (s) are dedicated to: 

In Memory of ___________________________ 

In Thanksgiving for _______________________ 

To The Glory of God_______________________ 

Other: _________________________________ 

                      Name________________________   Total $ Amount Enclosed: ____________ 

Please feel free to continue using the back of this slip with additional dedications. 

 


