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Epiphany                Baptism of Jesus  

 

 

JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate 
through Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on 
Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  
2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual 
interaction with one another, you are invited to join our 
ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  
3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator 
will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-
132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign and 
then you will be connected to hear the service.  
4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of 

inclement weather.  

 
 
 
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 
AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
Website: www.churchofthereconciliation.org        
      
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL  

 

A special event took place during Advent at Trinity Episcopal 

Church in Shrewsbury. For a weekend they had over 300 

Nativity sets from around the world on display. Connie and 

Cindy visited the display and share their impressions and 

some pictures in this newsletter.  

The variety was amazing. There were Nativity scenes from 

Asia, Europe, South America, Africa and North America. Some Nativity scenes came with powerful 

stories like one from Liberia that was made from weapons used in the civil war. 

At home, I have a Nativity set that Susan and I were gifted with when we left New Mexico in summer 

of 2017. The “Land of Enchantment” as a special place in my heart. Our eight years at Community of 

Joy Lutheran Church in Rio Rancho was a blessed time.  

The Nativity set pictured with this article was made by a family of the Jemez Pueblo in NM. This family 

has worked with clay for generations. Their ancestors way, way back made pottery, for daily use as 

dishes and water pitches. Later they made figures of people, painted in bright colors, to celebrate the 

spirit of the earth. 

The family from the Jemez Pueblo has continued the tradition of working the clay into all kinds of 

shapes: animals, children, corn maidens to commemorate the harvest. This particular Nativity scene 

includes little figures of Mary and Joseph and the Baby Jesus. The faces and clothes of the figures are 

painted with brushes made from the yucca plants in their garden. I love to look at the simple figures, 

rich colors, playful angels.  

This Nativity scene has expanded my horizon in recognizing and appreciating the rich and deep Pueblo 

culture of New Mexico. Not only does it honor a long family tradition of pottery through the centuries. It 

also shines an inspiring and distinct light on the Holy Family and the shepherds and wise men looking 

like the people from the state where the Nativity was made. 

Christmas Greetings and Blessings for 2023 Pr. Michael + 



 

COLLABORATION FOR A GERMAN LANGUAGE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

 

On the Second Sunday in Advent, three German born clergy who 

serve in the NES took collaboration a step further. Pr. Robin 

Lutjohann of Faith Lutheran in Cambridge, MA as well as Pr. 

Raphaela Mueller of Zion Evangelical Lutheran in Plymouth, MA 

and Pr. Michael Bastian of Zion Lutheran in Oxford, MA 

collaborated to celebrate a joint worship service in the German 

language.  

German speaking families and couples from the greater Boston 

area gathered at Faith Lutheran to sing German Advent and 

Christmas hymns, read Scripture, offer prayers, and enjoy a 

children’s time – all in German. The atmosphere was festive and 

joyful. Some worshippers have been living and working in New 

England for years. For others it is their first Christmas outside of 

Germany. A time of fellowship with baked goods and hot cider 

followed the service. 

Robin, Raphaela, and Michael had had early discussions to collaborate together during the summer. 

They discussed their plans further into the fall and set the date for their collaborative German service 

for December 04th. “The Synod’s theme of “Collaborate for Christ’s Sake” was definitely motivating our 

collaboration”’ says Pr. Michael. “Why offer three separate individual services when we can be a 

stronger voice together when we collaborate”, shared Pr. Robin.  

Pr. Raphaela added another benefit of collaboration: “Besides working together we also got to know 

each other, shared our stories of ministry in Germany or the U.S. and offered each other mutual 

support.” All three colleagues agreed: “This was fun and let’s look for other opportunities on how we 

can collaborate together and support each other.”  

 



 

ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 15, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

Dear Members, Zion Lutheran Church will be holding its annual congregational meeting on Sunday, 
January 15th. We will be having an 11:00 am service on that Sunday to allow the meeting to follow 
the Sunday worship service. All committees and boards should have their annual reports to 
Karen by January 6th. January 9th will be the last day to submit to Karen. Please be prompt so 
that we have enough time to compile the report and review it. If you have any questions, please feel 
free to reach out to myself or any member of the church council. Thank you, Isaac 

 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
      January 15, 9:30-11:00 AM 

In the fellowship hall 
  

We are going to have a pancake breakfast, on the day of the congregational 
meeting, January 15, 9:30-11:00 AM, in the fellowship hall. The breakfast will be 
followed by our worship service and the Annual Meeting 

 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILLATION 
     ANNUAL MEETING JANUARY 22, 2023 

 
The meeting is in person and will happen as part of the worship service on that day. 

 
 

ZION STEWARDSHIP 
Paul Peterson 

 
We still have some 2023 offering envelopes on the table in the Narthex. Please 
pick up yours if you have not yet done so. We have provided offering envelopes 
for everyone that has requested them. If you wish to request envelopes please 
contact Lee Elliot or notify the church office.  
 
Also, it is not too late to complete your 2023 Estimate Of Giving card. We have 

these on the table in the Narthex. 
  
Thank you for your continued faithful stewardship in the form of your time, talent, and treasure. 
 
 



 

 
PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY 

Jackie Bonneau 
 

A group of folks want to gather to create prayer shawls for pastor to 
have in his ministry so those in need know they are in our thoughts 
and prayers. Would love to gather at Zion at 11 until about 2 to 
begin on Jan 11, weather permitting. Bring your lunch and come 
for some or all the time. 
You don’t need to know how to knit or crochet, someone will help you! 

(I don’t!) You don’t need supplies unless you would like to bring some. You can also donate supplies 
if you have lots at home. It’s a time for fellowship and caring for others. Questions, please contact 
Jackie Bonneau. 860-481-0863 or bonneau@wpi.edu 

 

JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY AND OUTREACH 

Submitted by Paula Kilian Clark 

Happy New Year and many thanks for your kind generosity in 2022. Our outreach is successful 

because of your continued support! Christmas gift cards were delivered to the Oxford Ecumenical 

Food Shelf so that parents could select gifts for their children. Your donations of quick bread mixes 

were tucked into Christmas dinner boxes. 

Cindy Osowski and I have delivered bags stuffed full of warm hats, mittens, gloves, socks and 

scarves to the Gladys Kelley Public Library in Webster. Our gifts fly off the shelves!  A coat rack has 

been added to our display because many have donated new and gently worn jackets to this effort. 0ur 

warming wagons remain in the narthexes and we look forward to bringing warm clothing for our 

neighbors in need throughout March. 

January 1 is the kick off for our annual “Souper Bowl of Caring.” A simple bowl of 

soup is a nutritious, easy to prepare meal for those who are hungry. We are 

again gathering cans of soup from now until February 12, the date of the Big 

Game. Your offerings to nourish our communities will be distributed through the 

Webster Food Share at the Congregational Church and the Oxford Ecumenical 

Food Shelf. Last year our teams at Reconciliation and Zion beat the spread to 

collect a whopping 506 cans! Can we top that record in 2023? Gooooo, Teams! 

Zion is off to a good start in tackling hunger! Many thanks to Jay and Christine Costello who declared 

that the admission ticket to Christine’s students’ Christmas recitals was a can of soup! Be creative! 

Share your marketing strategies with Cindy Osowski or Paula Clark. 

Peace and blessings to all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATES 
     Paula Killian Clark 

 
        ONE OF A KIND CRÈCHE  

 
Seven children, toilet paper rolls, cotton balls, dryer sheets, bits of yarn and scraps of fabric. Paste 
them together with a glue gun. What do you have? A colorful, handmade nativity complete with a rare 
red ox! 
 
Amirah, Ryan, Cash, Addison, Amelia, Allie and Cameron worked from the end of November through 
December to complete their art work which they presented to the congregation on New Year’s Day. 
During these weeks, the children learned that humble shepherds were the very first to hear the good 
news of the Babe; that Mary, on a donkey’s back, and Joseph traveled about eighty miles from 
Nazareth to reach Bethlehem; and that a manger, a feed box for animals, was used as a crib. They 
were surprised to learn that the oxen and sheep helped to warm the family and that it may have taken 
the wisemen as long as two years to reach Bethlehem because each king lived in a different country, 
far away from one another. Most of all, they discovered that Baby Jesus was a miracle, given by God 
for all. 
 
All were feeling accomplished, excited, and maybe a bit nervous to share their understanding of the 
Christmas story. Carrying their creations, the children walked down the center aisle, placed their 
characters at the manger and answered questions from a narrator to reveal the identity of each 
person and creature in the Crèche. The cotton ball sheep “baa’ed” loudly and happily and the dryer 
sheet angel floated peacefully above the scene. 
 
The presentation ended with Addison leading the children in singing “Away in a Manger.” Camden 
performed a lively two step dance throughout. Pastor Michael presented wooden angels to all and 
thanked them for sharing their stories and projects throughout the past year. Everyone was eager to 
unwrap Christmas gifts from the congregation, too. As always, Pastor Michael called those small 
hands in to share what the kids refer to as their “special blessing.” SUCH JOY! 
 
I am so very grateful for the assistance of Erika, Kirsten, Caitlyn C. each week. Thank you to Caitlin 
S., Erika and Jackie for photos. Thank you to Jonathan, Caitlyn, and Christine for augmenting our 
learning with music. Thank you to Pastor Michael for listening to us, laughing with us, and giving our 
children space to grow. And, finally, thank you to Peter Reed for the wood bases for our Christmas 
figures. Our children truly feel welcomed and at home at Zion and our congregational support to them 
is a great gift! 
 
Peace and blessings, Paula Kilian Clark 



 

 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from Zion’s children! 

 

Shhh. We have to walk very quietly.”     The procession leads off.   We did it! Hurrah! 
 
 

All hands in for the children’s “special blessing.” 
 

 



 

“IN A MANGER” AT TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN SHREWSBURY, MA. 
Cindy Osowski 

 
Cindy Osowski and Connie Carpenter of Church of the Reconciliation recently visited a unique 
collection of more than 400 individual Nativity scenes from all over the world. They were displayed in 
the fellowship hall of Trinity Episcopal Church in Shrewsbury, MA. Cider and holiday sweets were 
provided to visitors while a choir sang Christmas music for all to enjoy.         

 

             Connie Carpenter 
Bishop Alan Gates of the Mass Diocese and Bishop Doug Fisher of the Western Mass Diocese were both in attendance.   
 

 

 

OXFORD ECUMENICAL FOOD SHELF COLLECTION 

Laurie Larson  
Thanks to all who donated gift cards or bread mixes to the food shelf for 
Christmas. 
 
Zion donated 60 bread mixes and 13 gift cards for children ! These were 
distributed to food shelf families during the month of December. 
 
The food shelf is in need of volunteers to make home deliveries. These 

deliveries are made to people who are unable to get to the food pantry. Deliveries are made on 
Thursday mornings at 11:30 AM or Thursday afternoons at 4:00 PM. 
 
If you are interested in helping, please speak with Laurie or Kirsten Larson. Thank you! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                



 

________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

BUILDING BRIDGES  
Mark Rogers 

Complimentary Lunch for Veterans 

Provided by Building Bridges 

3rd Wednesday of every month 

NEXT DATE: January 18, 2023, 12:00 pm 

At Church of the Reconciliation, 21 N. Main Street, Webster, MA  01570 

This is an opportunity for a complimentary meal and camaraderie with your fellow brothers and sisters. 

Any questions please feel free to contact: 

                          Kevin E. Paicos                              Mark C. Rogers 

Cpt., Inf. (Special Forces), Ret.  mcrogers53@gmail.com 

                                       kpaicos@comast.net               (774) 482-6013 

(774) 836-7950 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 FREE LITTLE LIBRARY  
Karen Crosby 

Reconciliation now has a Free Little Library in front of the church. You are 
welcome to come and take a book or leave a book (or two). If you have donations 
for the Free Little Library, you can put them right into the library or contact                
Karen Crosby. 

 
 
 

 
                                                                    

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 
Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR 
to a weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday 
morning from 9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a 
time for check-ins, read and discuss.  

 
WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHARE 

                                          Karen Crosby 
We have started our donations to the Webster Dudley Food Share 
with our back to school supplies and our birthday boxes. The 
volunteers were so excited and thankful to receive our donations. 
They asked me to pass along a "Thank you and God Bless" to both 
churches.  

 
 
 



 

 
CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION COLLECTION FOR WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHELF 

 
We are now collecting items for the Webster Dudley Food   Pantry. They have 
requested: Oil, Butter/margarine, Snack food, Treats, Condiments, 
dog/cat food, Cleaners, Laundry, detergent, Dryer sheets, Dish soap, 
Tissue, Toilet paper, Paper towels, Napkins, Body wash, Toothpaste, 
Soap, Baby wipes 
 

 
 
COLLECTION FOR OXFORD FOOD SHELF 

 

Food shelf needs include jelly, canned pasta, instant coffee, Helper mixes (tuna 
or hamburger) anything sugar free. 
 

 
HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to help those who are 

suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you are looking for a way to help, 

Lutheran Disaster Response has created a direct way to donate to 

those most in need. For details, please visit https://elca.org/disaster 

 
 

 
Members of Zion’s family: Karen Lyon, Matthew Schade, David Benier, 
Dave Olson, Pam Olson, Janet Abissi, Heide Smith, , David Clifford, Karen,  
Teresita, Katy, Victor Lempicki, Corey Goodwin, Liesl Vossen Fields, 
Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, Roger Desaulniers, Mary Ann Shaw,  Bev 
Makowski, the family and friends mourning the death of Bennett Smith Jr. 
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. Deborah L. 
Charles  Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 
 
                 ZION 

Carol Weinhardt 06 
Siiri Jonasch 17 

Kelsey Bergeson 19 
Kristina Canty 21 

 

RECONCILIATION 
Teena Nixon 9 
Bob Demers 12 
Bill Jones 12 
Roland Malboeuf 15 
Caed Jones 20 

 


