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Transfiguration Sunday, February 19, 2023  Ash Wednesday February, 22 2023 

 

 JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate 
through Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on 
Sun. at 9:00 am or may view later.  
2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual 
interaction with one another, you are invited to join our 
ZOOM meetings.  The meeting ID is 746 132 298.  
3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator 
will ask for media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-
132-298.  Operator will instruct you to press the # sign and 
then you will be connected to hear the service.  
4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of 

inclement weather.  

 
 
 
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 11:00 
AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
Website: www.churchofthereconciliation.org        
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REFLECTION FROM PASTOR MICHAEL  

 

Dear friends of Church of the Reconciliation and Zion Lutheran, 
 

The Isenheim Altar is one of the most famous religious paintings. It was completed between 1512-1516 and is part 
of the Renaissance period. It is a winged altarpiece and was painted by the German artist Matthias Grünewald. I 
visited the museum in Colmar, France where this masterpiece is on display, many years ago. 
  
Grünewald attached six wings - three on each side to the altar. Four of these wings are hinged and painted on both 
sides; the other two are static and painted on one side only. If you close all the hinged wings, you see a Crucifixion, 
flanked by Saints Anthony Abbott and Sebastian at the edges; if you open up one pair of wings you see an 
Annunciation, a Nativity, and a Resurrection. 
 

The Isenheim Altar is a moving and difficult piece of art. In the center of the painting is the crucified Christ. In the 
scene, Christ not only suffers on the cross, his body is also pitted with the sores of the black plague, which was 
winnowing the population of Europe at the time of the painting and to which those who suffered from the plague 
were sent. It was unusual at the time to portray the figure of Christ as horribly twisted and mangled as it is here. 
 

On the right is John the Baptist who is recognizable as at John’s feet there is a lamb, he holds Scripture, and he 
points to Jesus. In the background is written in Latin, “He must increase, I must decrease.” These are words that 
John the Baptizer speaks in John 3:30. A close examination of the painting reveals that the figure of Jesus is larger 
than John—Jesus has increased, John has decreased. 
 

The whole scene is filled with anachronisms and artistic license. John the Baptizer was murdered by Herod long 
before the crucifixion and he did not travel with either a lamb or Bible. Nor is he ever described as smaller than 
Jesus. And, of course, the plagued sores on Jesus’ body are completely anachronistic. But altogether, the scene is 
an artistic triumph of theological interpretation. Jesus has increased and taken on the sin/pain of the world. 
 

We begin our Lenten observance on Ash Wednesday, February 22. There will be a 1:00 PM service at Church of 
the Reconciliation and a 7:00 PM service at Zion Lutheran. On March 01 we start with our midweek Wednesday 
evening Soup and Bread Suppers at 6:00 at Zion Lutheran. Devotions follow at 6:45. The following week we will 
gather at The Church of the Reconciliation for soup and devotions.  
 

Blessings on your Lenten journey,  Pr. Michael + 
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DATES AND WORSHIP SERVICES FOR LENT AND HOLY WEEK. 
 

 
  
Lent begins on Ash Wed (2/22). We will gather at Reconciliation for a 
1:00 PM service of Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes. There will 
also be an evening service at Zion on Ash Wednesday at 7:00 PM. 
 

 
 

Our series of Lenten Soup suppers and devotions begins on Wed. 
March 01 at Zion. 6:00 PM Meal followed by devotions at 6:45 PM. 
Further dates at Zion: March 15 & March 29. 
 
The Lenten Soup and devotions at Reconciliation will be on Wed. 
March 08th and March 22--Meal at 6:00 PM followed by devotions at       
6:45 PM.  

 
  
 
 
We will celebrate a Joint service on Palm Sunday together with 
Reconciliation. 10:00 AM at Zion. 
 
 

 
 
Maundy Thursday, Evening service at Reconciliation at 7:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Good Friday at noon: Stations of the Cross at Reconciliation. 
 
Good Friday at Zion: Evening service of Tenebrae at 7:00 PM. 
 
 

 
 
Easter Sunrise Service: 6:30 AM at Mark and Sheri Rogers house. 
 
Easter Sunday at Zion at 9:00 AM.  
Easter Sunday at Reconciliation at 11:00 AM. 
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At the January 31, 2023, council meeting, Isaac Gilliard was re-elected as 
council president. Jay Costello was also re-elected as vice president of Zion 
Lutheran. We give thanks for Isaac’s and Jay’s willingness to serve as elected 
leaders of Zion and ask for the prayerful support of Zion’s members for them. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY and OUTREACH 

by Paula Kilian Clark 
 

WARMING WAGONS 
 

Cindy and I have delivered many bags of mittens, gloves, 
hats, scarves and socks to the Gladys E. Kelly Public Library in 
Webster. The librarian, Sondra Murphy, recognizes us when we 
come through the automated glass doors and, apparently, the 
word is out about our outreach here. When Rich and I restocked 
the shelves a couple weeks ago, an elderly man followed us in, 
hoping to find some warm gloves in our bags because his were 
“kinda raggedy and wet.” Refusing our offers of other items, he 
went happily on his way back out the door wearing a bright green 
pair of insulated gloves. As we unpacked, a young man came to 
the shelves because his partner wanted a pair of socks, but was 
too shy to ask for them. I talked with her for a bit and encouraged 
her to take any items she needed, especially a second pair of 
socks! Eventually, she added a pair of gloves and a hat, asking 

“Are you sure it’s okay?” Her partner admired his friend in an Elmer Fudd type hat, but she thought she 
should “leave  it for a kid.” She returned to sit at the reading table, but the young man wanted to know 
where we came from. Automatically, I replied, “Dudley.” He asked more pointedly, “But where do all 
these things come from?” We both laughed and I shared that members of the Church of the 
Reconciliation and Zion Lutheran brought these clothes to warm our neighbors. Our conversation 
ended with mutual “God bless you’s.” It was a good day!  

Ms. Murphy has indicated that the gently used jackets and sweaters also have left the shelves 
very quickly. Our collection will continue throughout March. Thank you to everyone for your kindness, 
and I share my new acquaintance’s “God bless you” with all. 
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2023 SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
Paula Clark 

 
What has a bigger impact than a 103 feet kick off return for a touchdown? YOU! Your impact changes 
lives when you huddle up with The Church of the Reconciliation and Zion Lutheran to participate in 
the 2023 Souper Bowl of Caring. Let’s score a victory! Now, more than ever, our neighbors at the 
Oxford Ecumenical Food Shelf and the Food Pantry at the UCC in Webster need our assistance. The 
number of families experiencing food insecurity continues to grow. Food insecurity is also on the rise 
among the elderly in our communities. For the past thirty years, the National Souper Bowl of 
Caring  has been working to fight against hunger and poverty around the time of the Super Bowl 
football game. 
 
As we prepare our favorite snacks and munchies for the big game day, let’s remember those who are 
without a bowl of soup to eat. We are happy to receive your gifts of assorted canned soups until the 
Sunday after the Big Game. If you are unable or do not like shopping, Caitlin Seaman, Jackie 
Bonneau or Paula Clark will be happy to assist you, 

 

Thank you, Caitlin Seaman for the awesome graphics! 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SNIPPETS 
by Paula Kilian Clark 

 
After the excitement of sharing their Christmas crèche on 
New Year’s Day and the following Sunday morning off 
because of our annual meeting, Addison, Allie, Amelia, 
Camden and Cash were back to learn, create and sing. 
Our lesson was about the baptism of Jesus. The children 
were amazed to learn that Jesus was about thirty and 
working as a carpenter when he was baptized, that His 
baptism was in the River Jordan and that it was his cousin 
John who baptized Him. They thought of the many 
differences in their baptisms and Caitlyn shared a photo 
of her baptism. The children were impressed that she too, 
was “dunked” as they giggled at the thought. 

 
As they watched a short video, all were in agreement that 
they would not like to be in the desert with John eating 
locusts and honey, wearing itchy camel cloth and having 
such dirty, calloused feet. next the children brainstormed 
scenarios of how their hands might get dirty.  They 
splashed off the imaginary dirt and were asked to 
remember that Jesus was baptized just as they were and 
that God washes away all our sins. A hands on retelling of 
the story is shown in their craft below,  Baptism in a cup, 
with movable figures of Jesus, John the Baptist and the 
Dove. 
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PANCAKE BREAKFAST SUNDAY, JANUARY 15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a pancake breakfast, on the day of the congregational meeting, January 15, 9:30-11am in the 
fellowship hall. The breakfast was followed by our worship service and the Annual Meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At our Annual Meeting the following people were elected to a 3-year term, Susan Pierce, Lee Elliott, 
Scott Zajkowski. Re-elected to 3-year terms were Ed Rossmeisl, Isaac Gilliard, and Jay Costello. 
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CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 

154TH ANNUAL MEETING 
Cindy Osowski 

 

The 154th Annual Meeting of Church of the Reconciliation was held on Sunday January 22, 

2023. Nancy Sage was elected as the Senior Warden. The congregation gave thanks to Mark Rogers 

and Gerry Berube for their dedicated years of service as vestry members and Senior Warden. Newly 

elected to Vestry were Sheri Rogers and Claudette McNamara. At the conclusion of the meeting, a 

potluck lunch was held in Fellowship Hall. Previous Rector Janice Ford was invited to speak about 

her work and ministry with Reconciliation House which is a Sober House operating in the former 

rectory at 5 North Main Street. Joining her was Jose, the current House Manager. This was the first 

time Pastor Janice had been back at the church since she resigned three years ago. Both Pastor 

Janice and Jose expressed their heartfelt thanks to our parish for allowing them to operate on our 

church property. We were able to bring surplus food home with Jose as he returned to work next 

door. Attendance was excellent and everyone enjoyed the fellowship of this event.   

 



10 

 

ZION PROPERTY NOTE- 
Paul Peterson 

 

In the December Newsletter and the 2022 Annual Report I listed names of folks that have 
worked on property activities. One important person that I forgot to mention was Bob 
Laurens, who arranged our snow-plowing this season. Thanks Bob. 
 

There are still many property tasks for which we need volunteer help. Cleaning, vacuuming, 
outside grounds work, etc. Please contact me or Bud Fischvogt if you can help. 
 

We  are still looking for someone to chair the Property Team. 

 

AFGHAN RESETTLEMENT  
Cindy Osowski 

 

 

My visits to the Afghan house have continued on a weekly basis for almost a year now. At first it was 
for the youngest children, then for ESL with the men and lately for ESL with the women while enjoying 
the baby who was born in June of 2022. I have also met some wonderful volunteers who are part of 
the Good Neighbor Team. This form of outreach in my eightieth year has really expanded my life 
considerably!                         
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

BUILDING BRIDGES  
Mark Rogers 

Complimentary Lunch for Veterans 

Provided by Building Bridges 

3rd Wednesday of every month 

NEXT DATE: February 15, 2023, 12:00 pm 

At Church of the Reconciliation, 21 N. Main Street, Webster, MA  01570 

This is an opportunity for a complimentary meal and camaraderie with your fellow brothers and sisters. 

Any questions please feel free to contact: 

                          Kevin E. Paicos                              Mark C. Rogers 

Cpt., Inf. (Special Forces), Ret.  mcrogers53@gmail.com 

                                       kpaicos@comast.net               (774) 482-6013 

        774) 836-7950 
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 FREE LITTLE LIBRARY  

Karen Crosby 

Reconciliation now has a Free Little Library in front of the church. You are 
welcome to come and take a book or leave a book (or two). If you have donations 
for the Free Little Library, you can put them right into the library or contact                
Karen Crosby. 

 
 

                                                                   

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 
Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR 
to a weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday 
morning from 9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a 
time for check-ins, read and discuss.  

 
WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHARE 

                                          Karen Crosby 
We have started our donations to the Webster Dudley Food Share 
with our back to school supplies and our birthday boxes. The 
volunteers were so excited and thankful to receive our donations. 
They asked me to pass along a "Thank you and God Bless" to both 
churches.  

 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION COLLECTION FOR WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHELF 
 
We are now collecting items for the Webster Dudley Food   Pantry. They have 
requested: Oil, Butter/margarine, Snack food, Treats, Condiments, 
dog/cat food, Cleaners, Laundry, detergent, Dryer sheets, Dish soap, 
Tissue, Toilet paper, Paper towels, Napkins, Body wash, Toothpaste, 
Soap, Baby wipes. 
 

 
COLLECTION FOR OXFORD FOOD SHELF 

 

Food shelf needs include jelly, canned pasta, instant coffee, Helper mixes (tuna or 
hamburger) anything sugar free. 

 

 

HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to help those who are 
suffering due to the war in Ukraine. If you are looking for a way to help, 
Lutheran Disaster Response has created a direct way to donate to 
those most in need. For details, please visit https://elca.org/disaster 
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Members of Zion’s family: Margaret Heide, Pat Cheever, Karen Lyon, 
Matthew Schade, David Benier 3rd, Dave Olson, Pam Olson, Janet Abissi, 
Heide Smith,  David Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, Katy, Victor Lempicki,         
Corey Goodwin, Liesl Voosen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Lynn Parker, 
Roger Desaulniers, Mary Ann Shaw,  Bev Makowski  
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. Deborah L. 
Charles  Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 
 

ZION 
Norma Peterson 08 

  Victor Lempicki 17 

Heather Bachand 20 

RECONCILIATION 
Joaquin Agordekpe 2 
Nicholas Livingston 3 
Ann Fowler 7 
Liz Craver 12 
Shirley Reichenberg 16 
Donna Kaliszewski 19 

           Mary Alice Lanman 20 
Sophia Auger 26 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                           

IN MEMORY OF BENNETT SMITH JR. 
 

To the Memorial Fund from James Avery 
 

IN MEMORY OF AMY CANTY 

To the Memorial Fund, from Pat Bean 

 

 

 

The March newsletter will be available online on Wednesday March 1st.  


