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                         THE 2023 LENTEN SEASON 

WEDNESDAY LENTEN SOUP SUPPERS 

Soup suppers and devotions will start on March 1 at 6:00 PM followed by devotions at 6:45 pm.  

Soup suppers will be held at Zion and The Church of the Reconciliation. 

The following schedule is provided: 

March 1 Zion 
March 8 Reconciliation 

March 15 Zion 
March 22 Reconciliation 

March 29 Zion 
 

Please join us for fellowship and a time of Lenten devotions. 

 JOINING ZION’S ON-LINE WORSHIP INSTRUCTIONS 

1. Those familiar with Facebook will be able to navigate through 
Zion’s Facebook and join us when we go live on Sun. at 9:00 am 
or may view later.  
2. For those who wish to join us for verbal & visual interaction 
with one another, you are invited to join our ZOOM meetings.  The 
meeting ID is 746 132 298.  
3. To connect by phone: dial 646-558-8656.  Operator will ask 
for media ID Code.  The media ID code is 746-132-298.  Operator 
will instruct you to press the # sign and then you will be connected 
to hear the service.  
4. Outdoor worship will be canceled in case of inclement             

weather.  

 
THE CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION 
 

11:00 AM SERVICE OF HOLY EUCHAHRIST 
 
Website: www.churchofthereconciliation.org    
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Even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and weeping, and 

mourning. Rend your hearts, not your garments, and return to the Lord, your God, for he is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love. Joel 2:12-13 

 

 

On Ash Wednesday we started a meaningful time in the Christian year: the season of Lent, in which 

we are invited to journey together. Lent is the forty-day period (not counting Sundays) between           

Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday. At the Ash Wednesday service, we confessed our sins and 

shortcomings and recognized our humanity and our mortality. We received ashes on our forehead – 

with the sign of the cross, the sign with which we were baptized into Christ.  

 

The ashes we used at the service were from the burned palms from last year’s Palm Sunday. The 

Lenten journey is one in which we join together to support each other and walk together in the footsteps 

of Jesus’ disciples toward the cross.  

 

Lent is both personal and communal. We continue to be invited on our Lenten journey with Sunday 

worship. Also, our joint Mid-week Lenten Soup Suppers and devotions will be offered on Wednesday 

evenings at Zion and Reconciliation – see the inside for dates and times.  

 

Lent affords us the opportunity to look at things that are not right in our lives: our relationship with God 

and with our neighbor. Lent is an opportunity for us to reflect on how we're living our lives as Christians 

and to ask for God’s guidance in changing some of the things that we're doing - to live more fully as 

Christ followers.  

 

Indeed, all of our attempts at Lenten observance whether fasting, almsgiving or efforts to make time for 

prayer are valid and useful if they lead to greater love for Christ and for our neighbors. Lent is NOT a 

“Personal Improvement Program”. It is Gospel driven, not “ME” centered.  

 

I look forward to this journey together with you. May God bless and strengthen you in your Lenten 

observance this year.  

 

Pr. Michael + 
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DATES AND WORSHIP SERVICES FOR LENT AND HOLY WEEK. 
 

Our series of Lenten Soup suppers and devotions begins on 
Wed. March 01 at Zion. 6:00 PM Meal followed by devotions at 
6:45 PM. Further dates at Zion: March 15 & March 29. 
 
The Lenten Soup and devotions at Reconciliation will be on 
Wed. March 08th and March 22--Meal at 6:00 PM followed by 
devotions at  6:45 PM.  
 
 

 
  
 
 
We will celebrate a Joint service on Palm Sunday, April 
2nd, together with Reconciliation. 10:00 AM at Zion. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Maundy Thursday, Evening service at Reconciliation at 7:00 PM. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Good Friday at noon: Stations of the Cross at Reconciliation. 
 
Good Friday at Zion: Evening service of Tenebrae at 7:00 PM. 
 
 

 
 
Easter Sunrise Service: 6:30 AM at Mark and Sheri Rogers house. 
 
Easter Sunday at Zion at 9:00 AM.  
Easter Sunday at Reconciliation at 11:00 AM. 
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Notes from your Music Ministry 

   

Music for Zion’s Lenten Journey – 

                     Christine Costello 

 

Martin Luther firmly believed that music is a lifelong love and saw music as a means to share truth 

from the bible.  Music became central to Luther’s Ministry. He composed 36 hymns during his lifetime 

and wrote them not in Latin, but in German so that could be more easily accessible to parishioners.  

At the time of the Reformation, these hymns were even being sung in homes!     

I have always felt that music brings life to the past and hope to the future. This inspired me to re-

introduce some “Old School” music traditions to our service during Lent this year, as well as to 

welcome our newly published hymnal, All Creation Sings.  Zion’s Lenten worship will utilize ELW 

Setting 5.  This setting features modes and melodies from the Lutheran Hymnal published in 1941 

(The Original RED BOOK…. lol).  We will also return to chanting the psalms responsively, as we had 

to omit this previously due to COVID protocols. Then, on Sunday March 19th, we will dedicate our 

new ACS hymnals.  During this service, all hymns will be chosen from this new hymnal, and the Choir 

will lead us in celebrating the newest enhancement to Music at Zion.   

 

 

 

 

 

With your generous 

donations, we were 

able to purchase 78 

Pew Editions, 5 Large 

Print Editions, and an 

Accompaniment 

Book. 
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Music for Holy Week 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PALM SUNDAY 

Holy Week will begin with a joint service with COR at Zion beginning at 10:00am on Sunday April 2nd.  

Weather permitting, we will begin outside with the reading of The Gospel and a procession with palms 

through our parking lot and into the sanctuary while singing All Glory Laud and Honor.  We will hear 

scripture, our children will sing, and then we will experience a dramatic reading of The Passion 

according to Luke.  During the reading, music will be offered by soloists and a joint choir from Zion 

and COR, using music from Andrew Lloyd Webber’s,  JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR.  Our joint 

congregation will then celebrate Holy Communion as we prepare to continue our Lenten Journey 

toward Christ’s Glorious Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 

GOOD FRIDAY  

A service of Tenebrae will be offered at Zion on Good Friday, April 7th at 7:00pm.  The service 

features the work, Candles of Grace, by Joseph M. Martin and Brad Dix.  The choir and narrators will 

enhance this service of ever-increasing darkness, as Jesus Christ, The Light of the World faces death 

on a cross.  As each candle is extinguished, we sense the loneliness of Christ as his friends and 

followers abandon Him and flee.  The final candle represents Jesus; although we do extinguish this 

candle, we remember that His death brings us Light and Life Everlasting. 

EASTER SUNDAY 

Zion Lutheran Church celebrates the Resurrection of our Lord on Sunday April 9th at 9:00am.  Our 

choir will enhance our worship with anthems and the singing of The Hallelujah Chorus from 

Handel’s Messiah.   

 

Musicam semper amavi – I have always loved music –                             

     -Martin Luther 
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SPRING AHEAD! MARCH 12th  DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

It’s still winter (cold, snow ice) but here is a little glimpse of spring and 
days getting longer!  On  Saturday, March 11th, before you go to 
sleep, it is time to set your clocks ahead. Yes, we will lose an hour’s 
sleep, but we will gain more daylight at the end of the day!  

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 STEWARDSHIP 
    Paul Peterson 
 

When we hear word “stewardship” at church we think of the use of our time, talents and treasure to 
support God’s mission. We think of the fund drives and the need for volunteer support of the church.  
 
Stewardship at Zion and Church of the Reconciliation is more than this. Think of the stewardship of 
our churches to the community, world, and environment. I am amazed at what we do. 
  

To name a few: 
Afghani Refugee Family in Worcester 

Oxford Food Shelf and Webster Food Pantry support 
Warming Tree and warming wagons 

Change the babies 
Backpacks for school children 

CROP Walk 
Ecumenical Council Activities 

Building Bridges 
Card ministries 

Visitations of home-bound 
Just look at our Annual Report to see what’s being done. 

 
Yes, we need your individual support, but remember that as a church we are committed to be 
stewards of the community, world, and environment. 
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JOINT SOCIAL MINISTRY AND OUTREACH UPDATES… 

Paula Kilian Clark 

As God has been gracious and merciful to us, let us be gracious and merciful to others in our 

churches, our communities and our world. 

 

 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 2023 

Teams Reconciliation and Zion produced winning scores in the recent 

battle against hunger and food insecurity in our community. Our 

Souper Bowl total was 422 cans to be shared with our neighbors at 

UCC Food Share and the Oxford Ecumenical Shelf. 

 

 

 

OUR LENTEN MISSION 

It’s time to change the babies! Throughout Lent there will be jars in 

the back of both churches so that you may contribute pocket change 

to help provide diapers for the Mampong Children’s Orphanage. The 

home cares for about fifty babies whose mothers died in childbirth. 

Without this care, many infants would not survive. The orphanage 

stays in touch with the families of origin and tries to reunite the 

babies with relatives as soon as it is practical and safe. Abandoned 

children are also cared for here.  If you would like to make this a family project, you are welcome to 

start a “change the babies” jar at home. 

 

WARMING WAGONS 

A couple weeks ago Richard and I had our second conversation with “Katie 

and John,” a young homeless couple who told us that they visit the Gladys 

Kelly Memorial Library in Webster daily. We had talked with them previously 

when I explained the outreach that our churches provide to help keep our 

neighbors warm. This time felt comfortable enough to share that they go to 

the library every day that it is open to charge their electronics, their only 

connection to the happenings in town and the world. After their morning visit 

to recharge, they use the library’s facilities before returning to their tent. During the recent deep 

freeze, they were, however, unaware of the town’s warming center sites. John shared that they had a 

“good tarp” to use as the tent floor and that was helpful to keep out the cold. Both were delighted to 

choose a warm man’s sweater, a lined flannel shirt, a pair of woman’s jeans and a Patriots fleece 

jacket. Katie explained that doing laundry was a hardship, if not impossible in the winter months and 

thanked us profusely for their new clothes. With some embarrassment, John asked about underwear, 

stating that underwear and socks were the items they most lacked. I promised to find a way to deliver 

these things to them specifically. As we walked out the doors together, my husband and I were 

christened  “Miss Paula and Mr. Rich.” Perhaps our new acquaintances have Southern roots? 
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OUR CREATIVE CHILDREN CELEBRATE EASTER, 2023 

Paula Kilian Clark 

 

We have just the way to keep our children involved in our celebration of Easter! Most children like to 

paint, color, draw, model with Play doh, and build with Legos. What can they do that is age 

appropriate to tell the story of the Resurrection? Freelancing is encouraged, but a mailing of ideas will 

be sent out to families soon. These arts and crafts projects provide opportunities for  parents, 

grandparents and caregivers to converse with little ones about the true meaning of Easter. Some 

group projects will be completed during Sunday School time. A showing of their artwork will be 

displayed on Easter morning for everyone to enjoy. Talk with Paula Clark to exchange ideas. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL SNIPPETS  

Submitted by Paula Kilian Clark 

 
Our children experienced many lessons about love in February. Caitlin Seaman and Erika Blais 
started the month with “No Two Alike, “ Keith Baker’s children story about cardinals enjoying the 
unique beauty of snowflakes. Parallels were drawn between humans and snowflakes. God created 
both, no two are the same, yet God knows every snowflake and every human, too. We were so happy 
to have Kinsley jump right in with us! 
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Thank you, Caitlyn Costello, Kirsten Larson, Erika Blais and Caitlin Clark for your hands on help and 

the great photos you’ve shared. “It takes a village.” 
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AFGHAN FAMILY 

Cindy Osowski 

Several times recently I have had interactions with the youngest children in our resettlement family in 
their home in Worcester. It is always my pleasure to play with them and to help them with their 
English lessons. This time I learned some “tricks” from the 10-year-old who was taking photos with 
my phone. She showed me how to overwrite on a photo, thus we have blue letters on some of them! 

We also went to Marie’s Mission at St Michaels on the Heights Episcopal Church to get diapers, 
wipes and cream for the baby. The 4 yr. old girl went for the ride in her car seat along with the Mom 
and a friend of hers who needed diapers too. We also were given some children’s activity books for 
the kids. This event is held monthly. 

          As always I feel very fortunate to have so many new friends in my life! 
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Greetings from your new Senior Warden 

 Dear Family of Reconciliation,  

 
During the first week of February, I attended an adult retreat at the Episcopal Conference Center in 
RI. For the past four years (excluding COVID in 2021) they have been holding an adult weekend 
called “Lighten Up.” It is meant to be a weekend of fun, prayer, discussion, thought, laughter, and 
(sometimes) tears. 
 
The theme of this year’s weekend was centered around the Journey of the Magi. We were asked, 
“What Journey are you on?” We discussed the Magi (though we really don’t know much of anything 
about them), and how they came from different parts of the East (Asia and Africa).  Their journey 
most likely took around a year to get to Bethlehem (their fastest mode of transportation was on 
horseback, after all). A year! Imagine yourself in the shoes (or saddle) of a Magi, embarking on this 
adventure to an unknown end. That is an example of faith if I have ever seen it. Somewhere in their 
travels they met on the road towards Bethlehem. Can you imagine the amazement when they found 
they were all following the same star?   
 
Through the weekend I realized that my new journey is as your Senior Warden of the Church of the 
Reconciliation. Like the Magi, I don’t really know where my journey will take me (and us), but my faith 
in God tells me that God will guide me in the right direction. 
 
On the last day of the retreat we were asked three questions: 1) What are you going to leave behind 
on your journey? 2) What are you going to ask a friend to carry on your journey? 3) What are you 
going to bring with you on your journey? 
 
After some thought, I realize I need to leave behind anxieties about any “what ifs” and let God be my 
navigator. My journey is not a solo trek, as I will be traveling with the Vestry, the Pastor, and you the 
congregation. I pray that you will take part in the journey by making sure that I am communicating 
with you and following through on my duties. What I think I need to bring on this journey is my 
willingness to be open to hearing from others - whether they are worried or have a new idea - and 
make sure they feel heard and valued. I must also bring my “God ears” on my journey. In other 
words, I must listen with my heart in order to hear God’s directions on the path. 
 
My hope is that you will join me on my journey, and that together we will find our next star, with the 
joy of this community of Reconciliation living in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Nancy Sage 
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BUILDING BRIDGES  

               Mark Rogers 
 

Complimentary Lunch for Veterans 

Provided by Building Bridges 

          3rd Wednesday of every month 

NEXT DATE: March 15, 2023, 12:00 pm 

At Church of the Reconciliation, 21 N. Main Street, Webster, MA  01570 

This is an opportunity for a complimentary meal and camaraderie with your fellow brothers and sisters. 

Any questions please feel free to contact: 

                          Kevin E. Paicos                              Mark C. Rogers 

Cpt., Inf. (Special Forces), Ret.  mcrogers53@gmail.com 

    kpaicos@comast.net (774) 482-6013          774) 836-7950 

 

 

 

Serving lunch for the Veterans  Photo by Liz Carver 
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 FREE LITTLE LIBRARY  

Karen Crosby 

Reconciliation now has a Free Little Library in front of the church. You are 
welcome to come and take a book or leave a book (or two). If you have donations 
for the Free Little Library, you can put them right into the library or contact                
Karen Crosby. 

 
 
                                                                  

GROWING CLOSER TO GOD 
Bible Study every Thursday on Zoom 

 

Pr. Michael is inviting members and friends of Zion and COR 
to a weekly Bible Study. We are meeting each Thursday 
morning from 9:30-10:30. Join us on ZOOM! We will have a 
time for check-ins, read and discuss.  
 
 

 
WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHARE 

                                          Karen Crosby 
We have started our donations to the Webster Dudley Food Share 
with our back to school supplies and our birthday boxes. The 
volunteers were so excited and thankful to receive our donations. 
They asked me to pass along a "Thank you and God Bless" to both 
churches.  

 
 

CHURCH OF THE RECONCILIATION COLLECTION FOR WEBSTER DUDLEY FOOD SHELF 
 
We are now collecting items for the Webster Dudley Food   Pantry. 
They have requested: Oil, Butter/margarine, Snack food, Treats, 
Condiments, dog/cat food, Cleaners, Laundry, detergent, Dryer 
sheets, Dish soap, Tissue, Toilet paper, Paper towels, Napkins, 
Body wash, Toothpaste, Soap, Baby wipes. 
 
 

COLLECTION FOR OXFORD FOOD SHELF 
 

Food shelf needs include jelly, canned pasta, instant coffee, Helper 
mixes (tuna or hamburger) anything sugar free. 
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HELPING UKRAINE:  Many of us feel the pull to 
help those who are suffering due to the war in 
Ukraine. If you are looking for a way to help, 
Lutheran Disaster Response has created a direct 
way to donate to those most in need. For details, 
please visit https://elca.org/disaster 
 
 

 
 

Members of Zion’s family: Karen Raymond, Margaret Heide, Pat Cheever, 
Karen Lyon, Matthew Schade, Dave Olson, Pam Olson, Janet Abissi, Heide 
Smith,  David Clifford, Karen,  Teresita, Katy, Victor Lempicki, Corey 
Goodwin, Liesl Voosen Fields, Beverly Moskowitz, Roger Desaulniers, Mary 
Ann Shaw,  Bev Makowski  
 
Members of The Church of the Reconciliation’s family: Wanda, Deb, 
Elizabeth, Bill, Mary Alice, Jennifer, Jerry, Tiffany, Claudette, Bill L., 
Nicholas, Carole, Dennis and Audrey Cronin, Maureen S. Deborah L. 
Charles  Daniels, and Fitzgerald Sampson. 
 

  ZION 
Bev Makowski 06 

    Amy Peterson 17 
    Tyler Olson 18 
   Jenna Foy 21 
      William Peterson 26 
     Carol Langer 31 

 
RECONCILIATION 
John Kaliszewki 9 
Shelley Christensen 12 
Barbara Vosburg 14 

Fayelinn Poplawski 21 
Lewis Rogers 30 

                                                                                                                                                                                          

 

The APRIL newsletter will be available online on April1st.  


